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Imperial China, 900-1800 - Frederick W. Mote
1999
In this history of China for the 900-year span of
the late imperial period, Mote highlights the
personal characteristics of the rulers and
dynasties and probes the cultural theme of
Chinese adaptations to recurrent alien rule.
Generational events, personalities, and the spirit
of the age combine to yield a comprehensive
history of the civilization.
Deparochializing Political Theory for the Global
Age - Melissa S. Williams 2020-04-02
Leading political theorists demonstrate the
transformative potential of de-centering Western
traditions in the field of political theory.
The Troubled Empire - Timothy Brook
2013-03-11
The Mongol takeover in the 1270s changed the
course of Chinese history. The Confucian
empireÑa millennium and a half in the
makingÑwas suddenly thrust under foreign
occupation. What China had been before its
reunification as the Yuan dynasty in 1279 was no
longer what it would be in the future. Four
centuries later, another wave of steppe invaders
would replace the Ming dynasty with yet another
foreign occupation. The Troubled Empire
explores what happened to China between these
two dramatic invasions. If anything defined the
complex dynamics of this period, it was changes
in the weather. Asia, like Europe, experienced a
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Little Ice Age, and as temperatures fell in the
thirteenth century, Kublai Khan moved south
into China. His Yuan dynasty collapsed in less
than a century, but Mongol values lived on in
Ming institutions. A second blast of cold in the
1630s, combined with drought, was more than
the dynasty could stand, and the Ming fell to
Manchu invaders. Against this backgroundÑthe
first coherent ecological history of China in this
periodÑTimothy Brook explores the growth of
autocracy, social complexity, and
commercialization, paying special attention to
ChinaÕs incorporation into the larger South
China Sea economy. These changes not only
shaped what China would become but
contributed to the formation of the early modern
world.
The Early Chinese Empires - Mark Edward Lewis
2010-10-30
In 221 bc the First Emperor of Qin unified the
lands that would become the heart of a Chinese
empire. Though forged by conquest, this vast
domain depended for its political survival on a
fundamental reshaping of Chinese culture. With
this informative book, we are present at the
creation of an ancient imperial order whose
major features would endure for two millennia.
The Qin and Han constitute the "classical
period" of Chinese history--a role played by the
Greeks and Romans in the West. Mark Edward
Lewis highlights the key challenges faced by the
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court officials and scholars who set about
governing an empire of such scale and diversity
of peoples. He traces the drastic measures taken
to transcend, without eliminating, these regional
differences: the invention of the emperor as the
divine embodiment of the state; the
establishment of a common script for
communication and a state-sponsored canon for
the propagation of Confucian ideals; the
flourishing of the great families, whose
domination of local society rested on wealth,
landholding, and elaborate kinship structures;
the demilitarization of the interior; and the
impact of non-Chinese warrior-nomads in setting
the boundaries of an emerging Chinese identity.
The first of a six-volume series on the history of
imperial China, The Early Chinese Empires
illuminates many formative events in China's
long history of imperialism--events whose
residual influence can still be discerned today.
Confucius - Russell Freedman 2002
Discusses the life and teachings of the famous
Chinese philosopher Confucius.
Witchcraft and the Rise of the First
Confucian Empire - Liang Cai 2014-02-28
Contests long-standing claims that Confucianism
came to prominence under Chinas Emperor
Wu. When did Confucianism become the
reigning political ideology of imperial China? A
pervasive narrative holds it was during the reign
of Emperor Wu of the Han dynasty (14187
BCE). In this book, Liang Cai maintains that
such a date would have been too early and
provides a new account of this transformation. A
hidden narrative in Sima Qians The Grand
Scribes Records (Shi ji) shows that Confucians
were a powerless minority in the political realm
of this period. Cai argues that the notorious
witchcraft scandal of 9187 BCE reshuffled the
power structure of the Western Han
bureaucracy and provided Confucians an
opportune moment to seize power, evolve into a
new elite class, and set the tenor of political
discourse for centuries to come.
China Between Empires - Mark Edward Lewis
2011-04-30
After the collapse of the Han dynasty in the third
century CE, China divided along a north-south
line. Mark Lewis traces the changes that both
underlay and resulted from this split in a period
that saw the geographic redefinition of China,
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more engagement with the outside world,
significant changes to family life, developments
in the literary and social arenas, and the
introduction of new religions. The Yangzi River
valley arose as the rice-producing center of the
country. Literature moved beyond the court and
capital to depict local culture, and newly
emerging social spaces included the garden,
temple, salon, and country villa. The growth of
self-defined genteel families expanded the notion
of the elite, moving it away from the traditional
great Han families identified mostly by material
wealth. Trailing the rebel movements that
toppled the Han, the new faiths of Daoism and
Buddhism altered every aspect of life, including
the state, kinship structures, and the economy.
By the time China was reunited by the Sui
dynasty in 589 ce, the elite had been drawn into
the state order, and imperial power had assumed
a more transcendent nature. The Chinese were
incorporated into a new world system in which
they exchanged goods and ideas with states that
shared a common Buddhist religion. The
centuries between the Han and the Tang thus
had a profound and permanent impact on the
Chinese world.
The Yi River Commentary on the Book of
Changes - Cheng Yi 2019-01-01
A translation of a key commentary on perhaps
the most broadly influential text of classical
China This book is a translation of a key
commentary on the Book of Changes, or Yijing (I
Ching), perhaps the most broadly influential text
of classical China. The Yijing first appeared as a
divination text in Zhou-dynasty China (ca.
1045-256 bce) and later became a work of
cosmology, philosophy, and political theory as
commentators supplied it with new meanings.
While many English translations of the Yijing
itself exist, none are paired with a historical
commentary as thorough and methodical as that
written by the Confucian scholar Cheng Yi, who
turned the original text into a coherent work of
political theory.
The Economy of Western Xia - Jinbo Shi 2021
"This is the first introduction to the economic
history of the Tangut Empire (1038-1227). Built
on a wealth of economic data and evidence, it
studies the economic lives and activities, laws
and institutions, trade and transactions in the
"Great State White and High". It interprets
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primary sources written in the mysterious
Tangut cursive script: taxes, registers, and
contracts, alongside archives, chronicles, and
law codes. By weaving Song, Liao, and Jin
materials with Khara-Khoto, Wuwei, and
Dunhuang manuscripts into a historical
narrative, the book offers a gateway to the outer
shape and inner life of the Western Xia (Xixia)
economy and society, and rethinks the Tanguts'
influence on the Hexi Corridor and the Silk
Road"-Earthopolis - Carl H. Nightingale 2022-06-09
This is a biography of Earthopolis, the only
Urban Planet we know of. It is a history of how
cities gave humans immense power over Earth,
for good and for ill. Carl Nightingale takes
readers on a sweeping six-continent, sixmillennia tour of the world's cities, culminating
in the last 250 years, when we vastly accelerated
our planetary realms of action, habitat, and
impact, courting dangerous new consequences
and opening prospects for new hope. In
Earthopolis we peek into our cities' homes,
neighborhoods, streets, shops, eating houses,
squares, marketplaces, religious sites, schools,
universities, offices, monuments, docklands, and
airports to discover connections between small
spaces and the largest things we have built. The
book exposes the Urban Planet's deep
inequalities of power, wealth, access to
knowledge, class, race, gender, sexuality,
religion and nation. It asks us to draw on the
most just and democratic moments of
Earthopolis's past to rescue its future.
Book of Songs (Shi-Jing) - Confucius 2021-06
The Book of Songs (or Shi-jing), the oldest
existing anthology of Chinese poetry, comprises
305 works created over centuries. Some feature
lyrics in simple language that reflects the
common people, addressing love and courtship,
political satire, and protest. Others focus on
court life and dynasties; nearly all rhyme. This
stunning dual-language edition features 32
beautiful verses, including "Se Miu," about a
man exhaustedly working for the king, and
"Odes Of Yong (Bo Zhou)," a melancholy love
poem.
Early Modern Privacy - Michaël Green
2021-12-13
An examination of instances, experiences, and
spaces of early modern privacy. It opens new
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avenues to understanding the structures and
dynamics that shape early modern societies
through examination of a wide array of sources,
discourses, practices, and spatial programmes.
China's Golden Age - Charles D. Benn 2004
In this fascinating and detailed profile, Benn
paints a vivid picture of life in the Tang Dynasty
(618-907), traditionally regarded as the golden
age of China. 40 line illustrations.
China's Examination Hell - Ichisada Miyazaki
1981-01-01
Written by one of the foremost historians of
Chinese institutions, this book focuses on
China's civil service examination system in its
final and most elaborate phase during the Ch'ing
dynasty. All aspects of this labyrinthine system
are explored: the types of questions, the style
and form in which they were to be answered, the
problem of cheating, and the psychological and
financial burdens of the candidates, the rewards
of the successful and the plight of those who
failed. Drawing on a wide range of sources,
including Chinese novels, short stories, and
plays, this thought provoking and entertaining
book brings to vivid life the testing structure
that supplied China's government bureaucracy
for almost fourteen hundred years. "Professor
Miyazaki's informative work is concerned with a
system. . . that was, in effect, . . . the basic
institution of Chinese political life, the real pillar
which supported the imperial monarchy, the
effective vehicle for the aspirations and
ambitions of the ruling class. Imperial China
without the examination system for the past
thousand years and more would have developed
in an entirely different way and might not have
endured as the continuing form of government
over a huge empire."--Pacific Affairs "The most
comprehensive narrative treatment in any
language of [this] enduring achievement of
Chinese civilization."--American Historical
Review
Early China - Li Feng 2013-12-30
A critical new interpretation of the early history
of Chinese civilization based on the most recent
scholarship and archaeological discoveries.
The Confucian-Legalist State: A New Theory of
Chinese History - Dingxin Zhao 2015-09-22
In The Confucian-Legalist State, Dingxin Zhao
offers a radically new analysis of Chinese
imperial history from the eleventh century BCE
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to the fall of the Qing dynasty. This study first
uncovers the factors that explain how, and why,
China developed into a bureaucratic empire
under the Qin dynasty in 221 BCE. It then
examines the political system that crystallized
during the Western Han dynasty, a system that
drew on China's philosophical traditions of
Confucianism and Legalism. Despite great
changes in China's demography, religion,
technology, and socioeconomic structures, this
Confucian-Legalist political system survived for
over two millennia. Yet, it was precisely because
of the system's resilience that China, for better
or worse, did not develop industrial capitalism as
Western Europe did, notwithstanding China's
economic prosperity and technological
sophistication beginning with the Northern Song
dynasty. In examining the nature of this political
system, Zhao offers a new way of viewing
Chinese history, one that emphasizes the
importance of structural forces and social
mechanisms in shaping historical dynamics. As a
work of historical sociology, The ConfucianLegalist State aims to show how the patterns of
Chinese history were not shaped by any single
force, but instead by meaningful activities of
social actors which were greatly constrained by,
and at the same time reproduced and modified,
the constellations of political, economic, military,
and ideological forces. This book thus offers a
startling new understanding of long-term
patterns of Chinese history, one that should
trigger debates for years to come among
historians, political scientists, and sociologists.
China in a Secular Age - André Laliberté
2021-11-22
André Laliberté examines the long tradition of
statecraft in China to demonstrate how the
intermingling of religions and state remains a
key feature of Chinese modernity despite the
materialist philosophy of the Communist Party.
The Gunpowder Age - Tonio Andrade
2017-08-29
A first look at gunpowder's revolutionary impact
on China's role in global history The Chinese
invented gunpowder and began exploring its
military uses as early as the 900s, four centuries
before the technology passed to the West. But by
the early 1800s, China had fallen so far behind
the West in gunpowder warfare that it was easily
defeated by Britain in the Opium War of
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1839–42. What happened? In The Gunpowder
Age, Tonio Andrade offers a compelling new
answer, opening a fresh perspective on a key
question of world history: why did the countries
of western Europe surge to global importance
starting in the 1500s while China slipped
behind? Historians have long argued that
gunpowder weapons helped Europeans establish
global hegemony. Yet the inhabitants of what is
today China not only invented guns and bombs
but also, as Andrade shows, continued to
innovate in gunpowder technology through the
early 1700s—much longer than previously
thought. Why, then, did China become so
vulnerable? Andrade argues that one significant
reason is that it was out of practice fighting
wars, having enjoyed nearly a century of relative
peace, since 1760. Indeed, he demonstrates that
China—like Europe—was a powerful military
innovator, particularly during times of great
warfare, such as the violent century starting
after the Opium War, when the Chinese once
again quickly modernized their forces. Today,
China is simply returning to its old position as
one of the world's great military powers. By
showing that China’s military dynamism was
deeper, longer lasting, and more quickly
recovered than previously understood, The
Gunpowder Age challenges long-standing
explanations of the so-called Great Divergence
between the West and Asia.
Heaven Has Eyes - Xiaoqun Xu 2020
"A history of Chinese law and justice from the
imperial era to the post-Mao era, the book
addresses the evolution and function of law
codes and judicial practices in China's long
history, and examines the transition from
traditional laws and practices to their modern
counterparts in the twentieth century and
beyond. From the ancient times to the twentyfirst century, there has been an enduring
expectation or hope among the Chinese people
that justice should and will be done in society,
which is expressed in a popular Chinese saying,
"Heaven has eyes." To the Chinese mind in the
imperial era, justice was, and was to be achieved
as, an alignment of Heavenly reason, state law,
and human relations. Such a conception did not
change until the turn of the twentieth century
when Western-derived notions--natural rights,
legal equality, the rule of law, judicial
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independence, and due process--came to replace
the Confucian moral code of right and wrong,
which was a fundamental shift in philosophical
and moral principles that informed law and
justice. The legal-judicial reform agendas since
the beginning of the twentieth century (still
ongoing today) stemmed from this change in the
Chinese moral and legal thinking, but to
materialize the said principles in everyday
practices is a very different order of things that
is much more difficult to accomplish, hence all
the legal dramas including tragedies in the past
one century or so. The book will lay out how and
why that is the case"-Chinese Silks - Juanjuan Chen 2012
"Chinese Edition Edited by Huang Nengfu and
Zhao Feng."
The Measure of Civilization - Ian Morris
2014-02-23
Uses four factors--energy capture per capita,
organization, information technology and warmaking capacity--to attempt to show which
world regions were the most powerful
throughout all of human history.
The Age of Confucian Rule - Dieter Kuhn
2011-10-15
Just over a thousand years ago, the Song dynasty
emerged as the most advanced civilization on
earth. Within two centuries, China was home to
nearly half of all humankind. In this concise
history, we learn why the inventiveness of this
era has been favorably compared with the
European Renaissance, which in many ways the
Song transformation surpassed. With the chaotic
dissolution of the Tang dynasty, the old
aristocratic families vanished. A new class of
scholar-officials—products of a meritocratic
examination system—took up the task of
reshaping Chinese tradition by adapting the
precepts of Confucianism to a rapidly changing
world. Through fiscal reforms, these elites
liberalized the economy, eased the tax burden,
and put paper money into circulation. Their
redesigned capitals buzzed with traders, while
the education system offered advancement to
talented men of modest means. Their rationalist
approach led to inventions in printing,
shipbuilding, weaving, ceramics manufacture,
mining, and agriculture. With a realist’s eye,
they studied the natural world and applied their
observations in art and science. And with the
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souls of diplomats, they chose peace over war
with the aggressors on their borders. Yet
persistent military threats from these nomadic
tribes—which the Chinese scorned as their
cultural inferiors—redefined China’s
understanding of its place in the world and
solidified a sense of what it meant to be Chinese.
The Age of Confucian Rule is an essential
introduction to this transformative era. “A
scholar should congratulate himself that he has
been born in such a time” (Zhao Ruyu, 1194).
Teaching Confucianism - Jeffrey L. Richey
2008
The authors illuminate the history, character,
and role of Confucianism as a religious tradition
in Chinese and Chinese influenced societies.
Essays address the specifically pedagogical
challenges of introducing Confucian material to
non East Asian scholars and students.
The Shi King, the Old "Poetry Classic" of the
Chinese - Jing Shi 1891
Daily Life in Traditional China - Charles D.
Benn 2002
Enter the golden age of Chinese culture and
explore the everyday lives of its people.
China’s Cosmopolitan Empire - Mark Edward
Lewis 2012-04-09
The Tang dynasty is often called China’s “golden
age,” a period of commercial, religious, and
cultural connections from Korea and Japan to
the Persian Gulf, and a time of unsurpassed
literary creativity. Mark Lewis captures a
dynamic era in which the empire reached its
greatest geographical extent under Chinese rule,
painting and ceramic arts flourished, women
played a major role both as rulers and in the
economy, and China produced its finest lyric
poets in Wang Wei, Li Bo, and Du Fu. The
Chinese engaged in extensive trade on sea and
land. Merchants from Inner Asia settled in the
capital, while Chinese entrepreneurs set off for
the wider world, the beginning of a global
diaspora. The emergence of an economically and
culturally dominant south that was controlled
from a northern capital set a pattern for the rest
of Chinese imperial history. Poems celebrated
the glories of the capital, meditated on
individual loneliness in its midst, and described
heroic young men and beautiful women who
filled city streets and bars. Despite the romantic
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aura attached to the Tang, it was not a time of
unending peace. In 756, General An Lushan led
a revolt that shook the country to its core,
weakening the government to such a degree that
by the early tenth century, regional warlordism
gripped many areas, heralding the decline of the
Great Tang.
Confucius - Peimin Ni 2016-02-18
Through a systematic introduction of Confucius
as a historical figure, a spiritual leader, a
philosopher, a political reformer, an educator,
and a person, this book offers a comprehensive,
lucid, and in-depth articulation of Confucius and
his teachings for Western students. It explains
how his ideas are different from their Western
counterparts as well as challenging the orthodox
Western understandings of Confucianism. The
book reveals clearly how Confucius’s insights
can be a rich resource for addressing
contemporary problems and re-enchanting the
world and the contemporary life.
Buddhism in Chinese Society - Jacques
Gernet 1995
Translated and revised by respected scholar of
Chinese religions Franciscus Verellen, who has
worked closely with Gernet, this edition includes
new references, an extensive, up-to-date
bibliography, and a comprehensive index.
Biographical Dictionary of Chinese Women - Lily
Xiao Hong Lee 2014-03-13
This volume of the Biographical Dictionary of
Chinese Women completes the four-volume
project and contains more than 400 biographies
of women active in the Tang through Ming
dynasties (618-1644). Many of the entries are
the result of original research and will form the
only substantial information on women available
in English. The volume includes a Guide to
Chinese Words Used, a Chronology of Dynasties
and Major Rulers, a Finding List by Background
or Fields of Endeavor, and a Glossary of Chinese
Names.
China: Promise Or Threat? - Horst J. Helle
2017-11-14
An insightful socio-cultural analysis of the
differences in Chinese and Western relationships
to the public and the private spheres.
The Eclipse of Classical Thought in China and
The West - James Gordley 2022-06-09
For centuries, the starting points for serious
thought about ethics, justice, and government
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were traditions founded, in China by Confucius,
and in the West by his near contemporary
Socrates. In both classical traditions, norms
were based on human nature; to contravene
these norms was to deny part of one's humanity.
The Chinese and Western philosophical
traditions have often been regarded as mutually
unintelligible. This book shows that the
differences can only be understood by examining
where they converge. It describes the role of
these traditions in two political achievements:
the formation of the constitutions of Song
dynasty China and the American Republic. Both
traditions went into eclipse for similar reasons
but with quite different consequences: in China,
the growth of absolutism, and in the West, the
inability of modern political and ethical thought
to defend the most fundamental values.
Cultural Sociology of the Middle East, Asia, and
Africa - Andrea L. Stanton 2012-01-05
These volumes convey what daily life is like in
the Middle East, Asia and Africa. Entries will aid
readers in understanding the importance of
cultural sociology, to appreciate the effects of
cultural forces around the world.
Harmony and War - Yuan-kang Wang
2010-12-15
Confucianism has shaped a certain perception of
Chinese security strategy, symbolized by the
defensive, nonaggressive Great Wall. Many
believe China is antimilitary and reluctant to use
force against its enemies. It practices pacifism
and refrains from expanding its boundaries,
even when nationally strong. In a path-breaking
study traversing six centuries of Chinese history,
Yuan-kang Wang resoundingly discredits this
notion, recasting China as a practitioner of
realpolitik and a ruthless purveyor of expansive
grand strategies. Leaders of the Song Dynasty
(960-1279) and Ming Dynasty (1368-1644)
prized military force and shrewdly assessed the
capabilities of China's adversaries. They adopted
defensive strategies when their country was
weak and pursued expansive goals, such as
territorial acquisition, enemy destruction, and
total military victory, when their country was
strong. Despite the dominance of an
antimilitarist Confucian culture, warfare was not
uncommon in the bulk of Chinese history.
Grounding his research in primary Chinese
sources, Wang outlines a politics of power that
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are crucial to understanding China's strategies
today, especially its policy of "peaceful
development," which, he argues, the nation has
adopted mainly because of its military,
economic, and technological weakness in
relation to the United States.
China from Empire to Nation-State - Wang
Hui 2014-10-14
This translation of the introduction to Wang
Hui’s Rise of Modern Chinese Thought (2004)
makes part of his four-volume masterwork
available to English readers for the first time. A
leading public intellectual in China, Wang charts
the historical currents that have shaped Chinese
modernity from the Song Dynasty to the present
day.
Emperor Yang of the Sui Dynasty - Victor Cunrui
Xiong 2012-02-01
A reappraisal of Emperor Yang of the Sui
dynasty, finding that his legacy provided the
foundation for the celebrated civilization of the
Tang dynasty.
The Sacred Books of China - James Legge 1855
Biographical Dictionary of Chinese Women,
Volume II - Lily Xiao Hong Lee 2015-01-28
This volume of the Biographical Dictionary of
Chinese Women completes the four-volume
project and contains more than 400 biographies
of women active in the Tang through Ming
dynasties (618-1644). Many of the entries are
the result of original research and provide the
only substantial information on women available
in English. Of note is the inclusion of a large
number of women who reached positions of
authority during this period as well as women
artists and writers, especially poets, during this
period of increased female literacy and more
liberal social attitudes to women's cultural roles.
Wherever possible, entries incorporate
translations of poems and sometimes prose
works so as to let the women speak for
themselves. The book also includes a multitude
of entertainers and actresses. The volume
includes a Guide to Chinese Words Used, a
Chronology of Dynasties and Major Rulers, a
Finding List by Background or Fields of
Endeavor, and a Glossary of Chinese Names. It
will prove to be a useful tool for research and
teaching.
China - Cecilia Lindqvist 2009-04-27
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The origins of Chinese ideographs were not
known until 1899, when a scholar went to an
apothecary for some medicine made of “dragon
bone.” To his surprise, the bone, which had not
yet been ground into powder, contained a
number of carved inscriptions. Thus began the
exploration of the 3000-year-old sources of the
written characters still used in China today. In
this unparalleled and deeply researched book,
Cecilia Lindqvist tells the story of these
characters and shows how their shapes and
concepts have permeated all of Chinese thought,
architecture, art, and culture.
China's Last Empire - William T. Rowe
2010-02-15
In a brisk revisionist history, William Rowe
challenges the standard narrative of Qing China
as a decadent, inward-looking state that failed to
keep pace with the modern West. This original,
thought-provoking history of China's last empire
is a must-read for understanding the challenges
facing China today.
Gertrud Kolmar - Dieter Kühn 2013-03-31
Linda Marianiello here translates into English
for the first time Dieter Kühn’s highly praised
and definitive biography of one of Germany’s
greatest poets, Gertrud Kolmar. Kolmar carried
German-language poetry to new heights,
speaking truth in a time when many poets
collapsed in the face of increasing Nazi
repression. Born Gertrud Käthe Chodziesner in
Berlin in 1894, she completed her first
collection, Poems, in 1917. She took her pen
name, Kolmar, from the name of the town where
her family originated. Kolmar’s third collection
of poems appeared in 1938 but soon
disappeared in the wake of the overall
repression of Jewish authors. At the time, she
served as secretary to her father, Ludwig
Chodziesner, a prominent lawyer. In 1941, the
Nazis compelled her to work in a German
armaments factory. Even as a forced laborer, the
strength of her poetic voice grew, perhaps
reaching its highest level before her deportation
to Auschwitz. From gentle nature verses to
stirring introspection, these are poems in which
we can still find ourselves today. Both she and
her father died in Nazi concentration camps, he
in 1942, she the following year. The translation
of Dieter Kühn’s biography conveys the tragic,
yet courageous, life of a great poet to an
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English-speaking audience.
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