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you to see guide Aethelred The Unready Penguin Monarchs The Failed King as you such as.
By searching the title, publisher, or authors of guide you in point of fact want, you can discover them
rapidly. In the house, workplace, or perhaps in your method can be every best place within net
connections. If you objective to download and install the Aethelred The Unready Penguin Monarchs
The Failed King , it is completely simple then, in the past currently we extend the belong to to
purchase and create bargains to download and install Aethelred The Unready Penguin Monarchs
The Failed King consequently simple!

Æthelred the Unready - Levi Roach 2016-01-01
The Massacre of St Brice's Day -- The 'Palace
Revolution', 1005-6 -- Sin and society, 1006-9 -Crime and punishment -- Apocalypse and
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atonement -- CHAPTER 6 A KINGDOM LOST
AND WON 1009-16 -- From crisis to collapse:
Thorkell's 'immense raiding army', 1009-12 -Calamity and response, 1009-12 -- Faction,
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friction and conquest, 1013-16 -- CONCLUSION
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William II (Penguin Monarchs) - John Gillingham
2015-08-27
William II (1087-1100), or William Rufus, will
always be most famous for his death: killed by an
arrow while out hunting, perhaps through
accident or perhaps murder. But, as John
Gillingham makes clear in this elegant book, as
the son and successor to William the Conqueror
it was William Rufus who had to establish
permanent Norman rule. A ruthless, irascible
man, he frequently argued acrimoniously with
his older brother Robert over their father's
inheritance - but he also handed out effective
justice, leaving as his legacy one of the most
extraordinary of all medieval buildings,
Westminster Hall.
John (Penguin Monarchs) - Nicholas Vincent
2020-07-30
King John ruled England for seventeen and a
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half years, yet his entire reign is usually reduced
to one image: of the villainous monarch
outmanoeuvred by rebellious barons into
agreeing to Magna Carta at Runnymede in 1215.
Ever since, John has come to be seen as an
archetypal tyrant. But how evil was he? In this
perceptive short account, Nicholas Vincent
unpicks John's life through his deeds and his
personality. The youngest of four brothers,
overlooked and given a distinctly unroyal name,
John seemed doomed to failure. As king, he was
reputedly cruel and treacherous, pursuing his
own interests at the expense of his country,
losing the continental empire bequeathed to him
by his father Henry and his brother Richard and
eventually plunging England into civil war. Only
his lordship of Ireland showed some success.
Yet, as this fascinating biography asks, were his
crimes necessarily greater than those of his
ancestors - or was he judged more harshly
because, ultimately, he failed as a warlord?
Henry IV (Penguin Monarchs) - Catherine Nall
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2023-11-02
When Henry IV seized the throne from his cousin
Richard II, people saw it as a hopeful new
beginning for England. The first monarch to
have English as his mother tongue since the
Norman conquest, Henry seemed to embody the
ideals of chivalric kingship: mercy, piety,
military prowess and learning. Yet deposing a
crowned monarch was not a stable foundation on
which to build a reign. Henry IV found himself
challenged from all sides, plagued by
conspiracies, rebellions, assassination attempts,
and crippling debts, while his tense relationships
with parliament and with his own son,
Shakespeare's Prince Hal, saw his grip on power
falter. Nevertheless, he was the first king and
founder of a Lancastrian dynasty which would go
on to shape England for centuries to come. In
this lively study, Catherine Nall reappraises a
monarch who weathered upheaval and
uncertainty and held on to the throne through
sheer force of will.
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English – One Tongue, Many Voices - Jan
Svartvik 2016-01-19
This is the fully revised and expanded second
edition of English - One Tongue, Many Voices, a
book by three internationally distinguished
English language scholars who tell the
fascinating, improbable saga of English in time
and space. Chapters trace the history of the
language from its obscure beginnings over 1500
years ago as a collection of dialects spoken by
marauding, illiterate tribes. They show how the
geographical spread of the language in its
increasing diversity has made English into an
international language of unprecedented range
and variety. The authors examine the present
state of English as a global language and the
problems, pressures and uncertainties of its
future, online and offline. They argue that, in
spite of the amazing variety and plurality of
English, it remains a single language.
Henry VIII (Penguin Monarchs) - John Guy
2014-12-04
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Charismatic, insatiable and cruel, Henry VIII
was, as John Guy shows, a king who became
mesmerized by his own legend - and in the
process destroyed and remade England. Said to
be a 'pillager of the commonwealth', this most
instantly recognizable of kings remains a figure
of extreme contradictions: magnificent and
vengeful; a devout traditionalist who oversaw a
cataclysmic rupture with the church in Rome; a
talented, towering figure who nevertheless could
not bear to meet people's eyes when he talked to
them. In this revealing new account, John Guy
looks behind the mask into Henry's mind to
explore how he understood the world and his
place in it - from his isolated upbringing and the
blazing glory of his accession, to his desperate
quest for fame and an heir and the terrifying
paranoia of his last, agonising, 54-inch-waisted
years.
Edward VIII (Penguin Monarchs) - Piers Brendon
2016-04-28
'After my death,' George V said of his eldest son
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

and heir, 'the boy will ruin himself within twelve
months.' The forecast proved uncannily
accurate. Edward VIII came to the throne in
January 1936, provoked a constitutional crisis by
his determination to marry the American
divorcée Wallis Simpson, and abdicated in
December. He was never crowned king. In
choosing the woman he loved over his royal
birthright, Edward shook the monarchy to its
foundations. Given the new title 'Duke of
Windsor' and essentially sent into exile, he
remained a visible skeleton in the royal
cupboard until his death in 1972 and he haunts
the house of Windsor to this day. Drawing on
unpublished material, notably correspondence
with his most loyal (though much tried)
supporter Winston Churchill, Piers Brendon's
superb biography traces Edward's tumultuous
public and private life from bright young prince
to troubled sovereign, from wartime colonial
governor to sad but glittering expatriate. With
pace and panache, it cuts through the myths that
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still surround this most controversial of modern
British monarchs.
George II (Penguin Monarchs) - Norman Davies
2021-05-27
From the celebrated historian and author of
Europe: A History, a new life of George II
George II, King of Great Britain and Ireland and
Elector of Hanover, came to Britain for the first
time when he was thirty-one. He had a terrible
relationship with his father, George I, which was
later paralleled by his relationship to his own
son. He was short-tempered and uncultivated,
but in his twenty-three-year reign he presided
over a great flourishing in his adoptive country economic, military and cultural - all described
with characteristic wit and elegance by Norman
Davies. (George II so admired the Hallelujah
chorus in Handel's Messiah that he stood while
it was being performed - as modern audiences
still do.) Much of his attention remained in
Hanover and on continental politics, as a result
of which he was the last British monarch to lead
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

his troops into battle, at Dettingen in 1744.
Athelred the Unready - Ann Williams
2003-01-01
Æthelred became king of England in 978,
following the murder of his brother Edward the
Martyr (possibly at the instigation of their
mother) at Corfe. On his own death in April
1016, his son Edmund Ironside succeeded him
and fought the invading Danes bravely, but died
in November of the same year after being
defeated at the battle of Assandun, leading to
the House of Wessex being replaced by a Danish
king, Cnut. Æthelred, in constrast to his
predecessor and successor, reigned (except for a
few months in 1013-14), largely unchallenged
for thirty-eight years, despite presiding over a
period which saw many Danish invasions and
much internal strife. If not a great king, he was
certainly a survivor whose posthumous
reputation and nickname (meaning 'Noble
Council the No Council') do him little justice. In
Æthelred the Unready Ann Williams, a leading
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scholar on his reign, discounts the later rumours
and misinterpretations that have dogged his
reputation to construct a record of his reign
from contemporary sources.
Henry V (Penguin Monarchs) - Anne Curry
2015-08-27
Foremost medieval historian Anne Curry offers a
new reinterpretation of Henry V and the battle
that defined his kingship: Agincourt Henry V's
invasion of France, in August 1415, represented
a huge gamble. As heir to the throne, he had
been a failure, cast into the political wilderness
amid rumours that he planned to depose his
father. Despite a complete change of character
as king - founding monasteries, persecuting
heretics, and enforcing the law to its extremes little had gone right since. He was insecure in
his kingdom, his reputation low. On the eve of
his departure for France, he uncovered a plot by
some of his closest associates to remove him
from power. Agincourt was a battle that Henry
should not have won - but he did, and the rest is
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

history. Within five years, he was heir to the
throne of France. In this vivid new
interpretation, Anne Curry explores how Henry's
hyperactive efforts to expunge his past failures,
and his experience of crisis - which threatened
to ruin everything he had struggled to achieve defined his kingship, and how his astonishing
success at Agincourt transformed his standing in
the eyes of his contemporaries, and of all
generations to come.
Henry VII - Sean Cunningham 2007
Presents the life of Henry VII, how he ran his
government, how his authority was maintained,
and the nature of the country over which he
ruled since he claimed the throne in 1485. This
book explores how Henry's reign was important
in stabilizing the English monarchy and
providing sound financial and institutional basis
for later developments.
Victoria (Penguin Monarchs) - Jane Ridley
2015-04-30
Part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short,
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fresh, expert accounts of England's rulers in a
collectible format Queen Victoria inherited the
throne at 18 and went on to become the longestreigning female monarch in history, in a time of
intense industrial, cultural, political, scientific
and military change within the United Kingdom
and great imperial expansion outside of it (she
was made Empress of India in 1876).
Overturning the established picture of the dour
old lady, this is a fresh and engaging portrait
from one of our most talented royal biographers.
Jane Ridley is Professor of Modern History at
Buckingham University, where she teaches a
course on biography. Her previous books include
The Young Disraeli; a study of Edwin Lutyens,
The Architect and his Wife, which won the 2003
Duff Cooper Prize; and the best-selling Bertie: A
Life of Edward VII. A Fellow of the Royal Society
for Literature, Ridley writes for the Spectator
and other newspapers, and has appeared on
radio and several television documentaries. She
lives in London and Scotland.
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Elizabeth I (Penguin Monarchs) - Helen Castor
2018-03-01
Part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short,
fresh, expert accounts of England's rulers in a
collectible format In the popular imagination, as
in her portraits, Elizabeth I is the image of
monarchical power. The Virgin Queen ruled over
a Golden Age: the Spanish Armada was defeated
and England's enemies scattered; English
explorers reached almost to the ends of the
earth; a new Church of England rose from the
ashes of past conflict, and the English
Renaissance bloomed in the genius of
Shakespeare, Spenser and Sidney. But the image
is also armour. In this illuminating new account
of Elizabeth's reign, Helen Castor shows how
England's iconic queen was shaped by profound
and enduring insecurity-an insecurity which was
both a matter of practical political reality and
personal psychology. From her precarious
upbringing at the whim of a brutal, capricious
father and her perilous accession after his death,
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to the religious division that marred her state
and the failure to marry that threatened her line,
Elizabeth lived under constant threat. But,
facing down her enemies with a compellingly
inscrutable public persona, the last and greatest
of the Tudor monarchs would become a timeless,
fearless queen.
Aethelred II - Ryan Lavelle 2008
Too often dismissed as the unready
king—unprepared, ill-advised, and incapable of
dealing with the military and political crises that
faced the Anglo-Saxon kingdom, not least of
which were a series of Viking onslaughts—King
Aethelred has gone down in history as an
incompetent failure. This new biography
redresses the indictment, placing Aethelred into
his proper historical context. Central to the
study is the authoritarian manner in which the
king ran the English kingdom for much of his
reign. King Aethelred is shown to have made
effective use of the infamous Danegel and to
have demonstrated royal power on a number of
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

occasions with devastating results. While there
were mishaps, disasters, and family intrigue,
Aethelred managed to come through these crises
until the final Danish invasion of 1013.
Illustrated and including original reconstruction
paintings, this study gives an insight into the
turbulent politics of a 38-year reign and
addresses the manner in which King Aethelred
used his authority as a medieval English
monarch.
Mummy - John H. Taylor 2008-04-18
Explore three-dimensional renderings of the
three-thousand-year-old mummy of Egyptian
priest Nesperennub, never removed from its
sarcophagus or wrappings, using the latest noninvasive imaging breakthroughs and CT
scanning techniques.
World Military Leaders - Mark Grossman 2007
Articles profiling important military leaders are
arranged in A to Z format.
Cnut (Penguin Monarchs) - Ryan Lavelle
2017-12-07
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Cnut, or Canute, is one of the great 'what ifs' of
English history. The Dane who became King of
England after a long period of Viking attacks and
settlement, his reign could have permanently
shifted eleventh-century England's rule to
Scandinavia. Stretching his authority across the
North Sea to become king of Denmark and
Norway, and with close links to Ireland and an
overlordship of Scotland, this formidable figure
created a Viking Empire at least as plausible as
the Anglo-Norman Empire that would emerge in
1066. Ryan Lavelle's illuminating book cuts
through myths and misconceptions to explore
this fascinating and powerful man in detail. Cnut
is most popularly known now for the story of the
king who tried to command the waves, relegated
to a bit part in the medieval story, but as this
biography shows, he was a conqueror, political
player, law maker and empire builder on the
grandest scale, one whose reign tells us much
about the contingent nature of history.
Edward VI (Penguin Monarchs) - Stephen Alford
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

2014-12-30
Edward VI, the only son of Henry VIII, became
king at the age of nine and died wholly
unexpectedly at the age of fifteen. All around
him loomed powerful men who hoped to use the
child to further their own ends, but who were
also playing a long game - assuming that Edward
would long outlive them and become as
commanding a figure as his father had been.
Stephen Alford's wonderful book gives full play
to the murky, sinister nature of Edward's reign,
but is also a poignant account of a boy learning
to rule, learning to enjoy his growing power and
to come out of the shadows of the great
aristocrats around him. England's last child
monarch, Edward would have led his country in
a quite different direction to the catastrophic
one caused by his death.
Aethelred the Unready (Penguin Monarchs)
- Richard Abels 2018-10-25
A major new title in the Penguin Monarchs
series In his fascinating new book in the Penguin
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Monarchs series, Richard Abels examines the
long and troubled reign of Aethelred II the
'Unraed', the 'Ill-Advised'. It is characteristic of
Aethelred's reign that its greatest surviving
work of literature, the poem The Battle of
Maldon, should be a record of heroic defeat.
Perhaps no ruler could have stemmed the
encroachment of wave upon wave of Viking
raiders, but Aethelred will always be associated
with that failure. Richard Abels is Professor
Emeritus at the United States Naval Academy.
He is the author of Alfred the Great: War,
Kingship and Culture in Anglo-Saxon England
and Lordship and Military Obligation in AngloSaxon England. He is a Fellow of the Royal
Historical Society.
Edward III (Penguin Monarchs) - Jonathan
Sumption 2016-05-26
Edward III lived through bloody and turbulent
times. His father was deposed by his mother and
her lover when he was still a teenager; a third of
England's population was killed by the Black
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

Death midway through his reign; and the
intractable Hundred Years War with France
began under his leadership. Yet Edward
managed to rule England for fifty years, and was
viewed as a paragon of kingship in the eyes of
both his contemporaries and later generations.
Venerated as the victor of Sluys and Crécy and
the founder of the Order of the Garter, he was
regarded with awe even by his enemies. But he
lived too long, and was ultimately condemned to
see thirty years of conquests reversed in less
than five. In this gripping new account of
Edward III's rise and fall, Jonathan Sumption
introduces us to a fêted king who ended his life a
heroic failure.
Edward the Confessor (Penguin Monarchs) David Woodman 2020-11-26
Edward the Confessor, the last great king of
Anglo-Saxon England, canonized nearly 100
years after his death, is in part a figure of myths
created in the late middle ages. In this revealing
portrait of England's royal saint, David
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Woodman traces the course of Edward's twentyfour-year-long reign through the lens of
contemporary sources, from the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle and the Vita Ædwardi Regis to the
Bayeux Tapestry, to separate myth from history
and uncover the complex politics of his life. He
shows Edward to be a shrewd politician who,
having endured a long period of exile from
England in his youth, ascended the throne in
1042 and came to control a highly sophisticated
and powerful administration. The twists and
turns of Edward's reign are generally seen as a
prelude to the Norman Conquest in 1066.
Woodman explains clearly how events unfolded
and personalities interacted but, unlike many, he
shows a capable and impressive king at the
centre of them.
Alfred the Great - Richard Abels 2013-11-26
This biography of Alfred the Great, king of the
West Saxons (871-899), combines a sensitive
reading of the primary sources with a careful
evaluation of the most recent scholarly research
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

on the history and archaeology of ninth-century
England. Alfred emerges from the pages of this
biography as a great warlord, an effective and
inventive ruler, and a passionate scholar whose
piety and intellectual curiosity led him to
sponsor a cultural and spiritual renaissance.
Alfred's victories on the battlefield and his
sweeping administrative innovations not only
preserved his native Wessex from viking
conquest, but began the process of political
consolidation that would culminate in the
creation of the kingdom of England. Alfred the
Great: War, Kingship and Culture in Anglo-Saxon
England strips away the varnish of later
interpretations to recover the historical
Alfredpragmatic, generous, brutal, pious,
scholarly within the context of his own age.
William I (Penguin Monarchs) - Marc Morris
2016-08-25
On Christmas Day 1066, William, duke of
Normandy was crowned in Westminster, the first
Norman king of England. It was a disaster:
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soldiers outside, thinking shouts of acclamation
were treachery, torched the surrounding
buildings. To later chroniclers, it was an omen of
the catastrophes to come. During the reign of
William the Conqueror, England experienced
greater and more seismic change than at any
point before or since. Marc Morris's concise and
gripping biography sifts through the sources of
the time to give a fresh view of the man who
changed England more than any other, as old
ruling elites were swept away, enemies at home
and abroad (including those in his closest family)
were crushed, swathes of the country were
devastated and the map of the nation itself was
redrawn, giving greater power than ever to the
king. When, towards the end of his reign,
William undertook a great survey of his new
lands, his subjects compared it to the last
judgement of God, the Domesday Book. England
had been transformed forever.
History of Britain and Ireland - DK 2011-05-02
The History of Britain and Ireland traces the key
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

events that shaped the societies living in the
British Isles from the earliest times to the
present day. From the Roman conquest of 43 CE
to the Norman conquest of 1066, from the
Elizabethan age of Shakespeare to the Victorian
age of Charles Dickens, and from the Hundred
Years War of the 14th and 15th centuries to the
Iraq and Afghan wars of the 21st century, this
beautifully illustrated book provides a definitive
visual chronicle of the most colorful and defining
episodes in British history. The story begins at
least half a million years ago when humans
started to make their home in Britain. Around
3000 BCE, the first Britons were making their
mark on the landscape at remarkable sites such
as the stone village of Skara Brae in Orkney and
the earliest earthworks at Stonehenge. They
entered the annals of recorded history with
Julius Caesar's exploratory expedition across the
Channel in the late summer of 55 BCE. From
then on the small group of islands off the west
coast of Europe was never far from the center of
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world affairs: pioneering the industrial
revolution, creating the largest empire the world
has ever seen, fighting two world wars in the
20th century, and finally coming to terms with a
new status in a fast-changing global economy.
The History of Britain and Ireland combines a
spread-by-spread narrative of events with a
wealth of supporting features on the decisive
turning points in the long and fascinating story
of the British Isles, and on the outstanding
individuals-from Geoffrey Chaucer and Queen
Elizabeth I to Charles Darwin and Winston
Churchill-who helped shape that story.
George III (Penguin Monarchs) - Jeremy
Black 2020-10-29
King of Britain for sixty years and the last king
of what would become the United States, George
III inspired both hatred and loyalty and is now
best known for two reasons: as a villainous
tyrant for America's Founding Fathers, and for
his madness, both of which have been portrayed
on stage and screen. In this concise and
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

penetrating biography, Jeremy Black turns away
from the image-making and back to the archives,
and instead locates George's life within his age:
as a king who faced the loss of key colonies,
rebellion in Ireland, insurrection in London,
constitutional crisis in Britain and an existential
threat from Revolutionary France as part of
modern Britain's longest period of war. Black
shows how George III rose to these challenges
with fortitude and helped settle parliamentary
monarchy as an effective governmental system,
eventually becoming the most popular monarch
for well over a century. He also shows us a
talented and curious individual, committed to
music, art, architecture and science, who took
the duties of monarchy seriously, from reviewing
death penalties to trying to control his often
wayward children even as his own mental health
failed, and became Britain's longest reigning
king.
Richard I (Penguin Monarchs) - Thomas
Asbridge 2018-02-22
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Richard I's reign is both controversial and
seemingly contradictory. One of England's most
famous medieval monarchs and a potent symbol
of national identity, he barely spent six months
on English soil during a ten-year reign and spoke
French as his first language. Contemporaries
dubbed him the 'Lionheart', reflecting a carefully
cultivated reputation for bravery, prowess and
knightly virtue, but this supposed paragon of
chivalry butchered close to 3,000 prisoners in
cold blood on a single day. And, though revered
as Christian Europe's greatest crusader, his
grand campaign to the Holy Land failed to
recover the city of Jerusalem from Islam.
Seeking to reconcile this conflicting evidence,
Thomas Asbridge's incisive reappraisal of
Richard I's career questions whether the
Lionheart really did neglect his kingdom,
considers why he devoted himself to the cause of
holy war and asks how the memory of his life
came to be interwoven with myth. Richard
emerges as a formidable warrior-king, possessed
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

of martial genius and a cultured intellect, yet
burdened by the legacy of his dysfunctional
dynasty and obsessed with the pursuit of honour
and renown.
Aethelred (Penguin Monarchs) - Richard
Abels 2019-01-08
A major new title in the Penguin Monarchs
series In his fascinating new book in the Penguin
Monarchs series, Richard Abels examines the
long and troubled reign of Aethelred II the
'Unraed', the 'Ill-Advised'. It is characteristic of
Aethelred's reign that its greatest surviving
work of literature, the poem The Battle of
Maldon, should be a record of heroic defeat.
Perhaps no ruler could have stemmed the
encroachment of wave upon wave of Viking
raiders, but Aethelred will always be associated
with that failure.
Facts in Jingles - Winifred Sackville Stoner
2021-05-19
"Facts in Jingles" by Winifred Sackville Stoner.
Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a
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wide range of titles that encompasses every
genre. From well-known classics & literary
fiction and non-fiction to forgotten−or yet
undiscovered gems−of world literature, we issue
the books that need to be read. Each Good Press
edition has been meticulously edited and
formatted to boost readability for all e-readers
and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that
are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a
high-quality digital format.
AEthelstan - Sarah Foot 2011-07-12
The powerful and innovative King Athelstan
reigned only briefly (924-939), yet his
achievements during those eventful 15 years
changed the course of English history. In this
biography, Sarah Foot offers the first full
account of the king ever written.
Britain - Andrew Whittaker 2009
British culture is strewn with names that strike a
chord the world over such as Shakespeare,
Churchill, Dickens, Pinter, Lennon and
McCartney. This book examines the people,
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

history and movements that have shaped Britain
as it now is, providing key information in easily
digested chunks.
Richard III (Penguin Monarchs) - Rosemary
Horrox 2020-09-24
No English king has so divided opinion, both
during his reign and in the centuries since, more
than Richard III. He was loathed in his own time
for the never-confirmed murder of his young
nephews, the Princes in the Tower, and died
fighting his own subjects on the battlefield. This
is the vision of Richard we have inherited from
Shakespeare. Equally, he inspired great loyalty
in his followers. In this enlightening, evenhanded study, Rosemary Horrox builds a
complex picture of a king who by any standard
failed as a monarch. He was killed after only two
years on the throne, without an heir, and
brought such a decisive end to the House of York
that Henry Tudor was able to seize the throne,
despite his extremely tenuous claim. Whether
Richard was undone by his own fierce ambitions,
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or by the legacy of a Yorkist dynasty which was
already profoundly dysfunctional, the end result
was the same: Richard III destroyed the very
dynasty that he had spent his life so passionately
defending.
Cnut the Great - Timothy Bolton 2017-01-01
A seminal biography of the underappreciated
eleventh-century Scandinavian warlord-turnedAnglo-Saxon monarch who united the English
and Danish crowns to forge a North Sea empire
Historian Timothy Bolton offers a fascinating
reappraisal of one of the most misunderstood of
the Anglo-Saxon kings: Cnut, the powerful
Danish warlord who conquered England and
created a North Sea empire in the eleventh
century. This seminal biography draws from a
wealth of written and archaeological sources to
provide the most detailed accounting to date of
the life and accomplishments of a remarkable
figure in European history, a forward-thinking
warrior-turned-statesman who created a new
Anglo-Danish regime through designed
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

internationalism.
Henry I - C. Warren Hollister 2008-10-01
Henry I, son of William the Conqueror, ruled
from 1100 to 1135, a time of fundamental
change in the Anglo-Norman world. This longawaited biography, written by one of the most
distinguished medievalists of his generation,
offers a major reassessment of Henry’s
character and reign. Challenging the dark and
dated portrait of the king as brutal, greedy, and
repressive, it argues instead that Henry’s rule
was based on reason and order. C. Warren
Hollister points out that Henry laid the
foundations for judicial and financial institutions
usually attributed to his grandson, Henry II.
Royal government was centralized and
systematized, leading to firm, stable, and
peaceful rule for his subjects in both England
and Normandy. By mid-reign Henry I was the
most powerful king in Western Europe, and with
astute diplomacy, an intelligence network, and
strategic marriages of his children (legitimate
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and illegitimate), he was able to undermine the
various coalitions mounted against him. Henry
strove throughout his reign to solidify the AngloNorman dynasty, and his marriage linked the
Normans to the Old English line. Hollister vividly
describes Henry’s life and reign, places them
against the political background of the time, and
provides analytical studies of the king and his
magnates, the royal administration, and
relations between king and church. The
resulting volume is one that will be welcomed by
students and general readers alike.
Henry VII (Penguin Monarchs) - Sean
Cunningham 2023-05-25
Part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short,
fresh, expert accounts of England's rulers in a
collectible format Henry VII was one of
England's unlikeliest monarchs. An exile and
outsider with barely a claim to the throne, his
victory over Richard III at Bosworth Field
seemed to many in 1485 only the latest in the
sequence of violent convulsions among
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

England's nobility that would come to be known
as the Wars of the Roses - with little to suggest
that the obscure Henry would last any longer
than his predecessor. To break the cycle of
division, usurpation, deposition and murder, he
had both to maintain a grip on power and to
convince England that his rule was both rightful
and effective. Here, Sean Cunningham explores
how, in his ruthless and controlling kingship,
Henry VII did so, in the process founding the
Tudor dynasty.
The Coasts of Bohemia - Derek Sayer 2000-03-19
A cultural history of the Czech people,
examining the significance of the small central
European nation's artistic, literary, and political
developments from its origins through
approximately 1960.
George V (Penguin Monarchs) - David Cannadine
2014-12-04
For a man with such conventional tastes and
views, George V had a revolutionary impact.
Almost despite himself he marked a decisive
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break with his flamboyant predecessor Edward
VII, inventing the modern monarchy, with its
emphasis on frequent public appearances, family
values and duty. George V was an effective warleader and inventor of 'the House of Windsor'. In
an era of ever greater media coverage-frequently filmed and initiating the British
Empire Christmas broadcast--George became for
25 years a universally recognised figure. He was
also the only British monarch to take his role as
Emperor of India seriously. While his great rivals
(Tsar Nicolas and Kaiser Wilhelm) ended their
reigns in catastrophe, he plodded on. David
Cannadine's sparkling account of his reign could
not be more enjoyable, a masterclass in how to
write about Monarchy, that central--if peculiar-pillar of British life.
Edward II (Penguin Monarchs) - Christopher
Given-Wilson 2016-09-29
'He seems to have laboured under an almost
child-like misapprehension about the size of his
world. Had greatness not been thrust upon him,
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

he might have lived a life of great harmlessness.'
The reign of Edward II was a succession of
disasters. Unkingly, inept in war, and in thrall to
favourites, he preferred digging ditches and
rowing boats to the tedium of government. His
infatuation with a young Gascon nobleman, Piers
Gaveston, alienated even the most natural
supporters of the crown. Hoping to lay the ghost
of his soldierly father, Edward I, he invaded
Scotland and suffered catastrophic defeat at the
Battle of Bannockburn. After twenty ruinous
years, betrayed and abandoned by most of his
nobles and by his wife and her lover, Edward
was imprisoned in Berkeley Castle and
murdered - the first English king since the
Norman Conquest to be deposed.
Henry VI (Penguin Monarchs) - James Ross
2016-12-29
Henry VI, son of the all-conquering Henry V, was
one of the least able and least successful of
English kings. His long reign, which started
when he was only nine months old, ended in
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catastrophe, with the loss of England's
territories in France and a bankrupt England's
long decline into civil war: the wars of the Roses.
Yet, failure though Henry undoubtedly was, he
remains an enigma. Was he always, as he
became in the last disastrous years of his rule, a
holy fool, simple-minded to the point of insanity
and prey to the ambitions of others? Or was he
more active and, as some have suggested,
actively malign? In this groundbreaking new
portrait, James Ross shows a king whose
priorities diverged sharply from what England
expected of its monarchs, and whose fitful
engagement with government was directly,
though not solely, responsible for the disasters
that engulfed the kingdom during his reign.
Athelstan (Penguin Monarchs) - Tom Holland
2016-06-30
The formation of England occurred against the
odds: an island divided into rival kingdoms,
under savage assault from Viking hordes. But,
after King Alfred ensured the survival of Wessex
aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

and his son Edward expanded it, his grandson
Athelstan inherited the rule of both Mercia and
Wessex, conquered Northumbria and was hailed
as Rex totius Britanniae: 'King of the whole of
Britain'. Tom Holland recounts this
extraordinary story with relish and drama,
transporting us back to a time of omens, raven
harbingers and blood-red battlefields. As well as
giving form to the figure of Athelstan - devout,
shrewd, all too aware of the precarious nature of
his power, especially in the north - he introduces
the great figures of the age, including Alfred and
his daughter Aethelflaed, 'Lady of the Mercians',
who brought Athelstan up at the Mercian court.
Making sense of the family rivalries and
fractious conflicts of the Anglo-Saxon rulers,
Holland shows us how a royal dynasty rescued
their kingdom from near-oblivion and fashioned
a nation that endures to this day.
Henry I (Penguin Monarchs) - Edmund King
2018-07-26
'To be a medieval king was a job of work ... This
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was a man who knew how to run a complex
organization. He was England's CEO' The
youngest of William the Conqueror's sons, Henry
I came to unchallenged power only after two of
his brothers died in strange hunting accidents
and he had imprisoned the other. He was
destined to become one of the greatest of all
medieval monarchs, both through his own

aethelred-the-unready-penguin-monarchs-the-failed-king

ruthlessness, and through his dynastic legacy.
Edmund King's engrossing portrait shows a
strikingly charismatic, intelligent and fortunate
man, whose rule was looked back on as the real
post-conquest founding of England as a new
realm: wealthy, stable, bureaucratised and selfconfident.
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