The Moral Animal Why We Are The Way We
Are The New Science Of Evolutionary
Psychology
If you ally dependence such a referred The Moral Animal Why We Are The Way We Are The
New Science Of Evolutionary Psychology ebook that will have enough money you worth, get the
agreed best seller from us currently from several preferred authors. If you want to funny books, lots
of novels, tale, jokes, and more fictions collections are as well as launched, from best seller to one of
the most current released.
You may not be perplexed to enjoy every book collections The Moral Animal Why We Are The Way
We Are The New Science Of Evolutionary Psychology that we will extremely offer. It is not almost
the costs. Its just about what you infatuation currently. This The Moral Animal Why We Are The Way
We Are The New Science Of Evolutionary Psychology , as one of the most enthusiastic sellers here
will unquestionably be along with the best options to review.

Evolution of God - Leonardo Wolfe 2021-02-24
This debut book boldly seeks to argue
competitively in the same intellectual field as
famous atheists such as RICHARD DAWKINS,
CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS, and BERTRAND
RUSSELL, and to do so in the spirit and style of
such famous Christian apologists as C.S. Lewis
and RAVI ZACHARIAS, drawing heavily on basic
science, history, physics, psychology,
paleontology, anthropology, archeology,
neurology, child development and even science
fiction. It describes the evolution of the human
brain in ancient hominids allowing humans to
eventually conceive a non-physical realm (the
spirit world), and as the mind evolved
intellectually from primitive animism to
Christology, God revealed himself gradually as
the developing hominid brain became able to
comprehend new ideas. For Believers, the
author presents a new, intellectually satisfying
way to understand and defend the Bible. For
both Skeptics and Believers, a worldview is
offered that is spiritually meaningful and
scientifically sound.
Animals and the Moral Community - Gary
Steiner 2008
Gary Steiner argues that ethologists and
philosophers in the analytic and continental
traditions have largely failed to advance an
adequate explanation of animal behavior.

Critically engaging the positions of Marc
Hauser, Daniel Dennett, Donald Davidson, John
Searle, Martin Heidegger, and Hans-Georg
Gadamer, among others, Steiner shows how the
Western philosophical tradition has forced
animals into human experiential categories in
order to make sense of their cognitive abilities
and moral status and how desperately we need a
new approach to animal rights. Steiner rejects
the traditional assumption that a lack of formal
rationality confers an inferior moral status on
animals vis-à-vis human beings. Instead, he
offers an associationist view of animal cognition
in which animals grasp and adapt to their
environments without employing concepts or
intentionality. Steiner challenges the standard
assumption of liberal individualism according to
which humans have no obligations of justice
toward animals. Instead, he advocates a "cosmic
holism" that attributes a moral status to animals
equivalent to that of people. Arguing for a
relationship of justice between humans and
nature, Steiner emphasizes our kinship with
animals and the fundamental moral obligations
entailed by this kinship.
Animals and Ethics 101 - Nathan Nobis
2016-10-11
Animals and Ethics 101 helps readers identify
and evaluate the arguments for and against
various uses of animals, such: - Is it morally
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wrong to experiment on animals? Why or why
not? - Is it morally permissible to eat meat? Why
or why not? - Are we morally obligated to
provide pets with veterinary care (and, if so, how
much?)? Why or why not? And other challenging
issues and questions. Developed as a companion
volume to an online "Animals & Ethics" course, it
is ideal for classroom use, discussion groups or
self study. The book presupposes no conclusions
on these controversial moral questions about the
treatment of animals, and argues for none
either. Its goal is to help the reader better
engage the issues and arguments on all sides
with greater clarity, understanding and
argumentative rigor. Includes a bonus chapter,
"Abortion and Animal Rights: Does Either Topic
Lead to the Other?"
Subhuman - T. J. Kasperbauer 2018
How do we think about animals? How do we
decide what they deserve and how we ought to
treat them? 'Subhuman' takes an
interdisciplinary approach to these questions,
drawing from research in philosophy,
neuroscience, psychology, law, history,
sociology, economics, and anthropology.
'Subhuman' argues that our attitudes to
nonhuman animals, both positive and negative,
largely arise from our need to compare ourselves
to them.
Natural Behavior - Burton A. Weiss 2018-06-30
Natural Behavior provides seminal insights into
the evolution of animal and human behavior for
enthusiasts of Comparative Psychology and
Behavioral Biology. Evolution and the behavior
of the animal kingdom are discussed with new
concepts on science, learning and instinct, and
population phenomena. Hominization,
interaction with Neanderthals, how the brain
evolved, and the impact on the World are
described with new views. The origin of our
scientific concepts and the trend away from the
egocentric position, placing humans at the
center of the universe, is considered, along with
the status of religion and how the fit with
science is positive. This volume carefully
explains evolution and the central role of
behavior in natural selection. The range of
animal behavior from single cells to people is
covered, as are, topics like European settling of
the New World first, and the effects of humans
on the planet.

Summary of The Moral Animal by Robert Wright
- QuickRead
Learn how evolutionary psychology can explain
human behavior. Human beings have often said
that our moral compass is what sets us apart
from other animals. We are humans because we
know we have a conscience and an ability to
identify the “morally right” thing to do. The
Moral Animal (1994) expounds on this belief by
unpacking the tenets of evolutionary psychology.
Do you want more free book summaries like
this? Download our app for free at
https://www.QuickRead.com/App and get access
to hundreds of free book and audiobook
summaries. DISCLAIMER: This book summary is
meant as a summary and an analysis and not a
replacement for the original work. If you like
this summary please consider purchasing the
original book to get the full experience as the
original author intended it to be. If you are the
original author of any book published on
QuickRead and want us to remove it, please
contact us at hello@quickread.com.
The Moral Status of Animals - Stephen R. L.
Clark 1984
The Storytelling Animal - Jonathan Gottschall
2012
Explores the latest beliefs about why people tell
stories and what stories reveal about human
nature, offering insights into such related topics
as universal themes and what it means to have a
storytelling brain.
The Moral Lives of Animals - Dale Peterson
2012-06-19
Examines the moral behavior observed in
animals and argues that human beings are not
the only species to live by the principles of
cooperation, kindness, and empathy.
The Moral Animal - Robert Wright 1995
A study on evolutionary psychology implements
Darwinian theory that identifies the inherent
nature of such areas as human sexuality, sibling
rivalry, self-esteem, friendship, and more.
Reprint. 35,000 first printing.
The Expanding Circle - Peter Singer
2011-04-18
What is ethics? Where do moral standards come
from? Are they based on emotions, reason, or
some innate sense of right and wrong? For many
scientists, the key lies entirely in biology--
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especially in Darwinian theories of evolution and
self-preservation. But if evolution is a struggle
for survival, why are we still capable of altruism?
In his classic study The Expanding Circle, Peter
Singer argues that altruism began as a
genetically based drive to protect one's kin and
community members but has developed into a
consciously chosen ethic with an expanding
circle of moral concern. Drawing on philosophy
and evolutionary psychology, he demonstrates
that human ethics cannot be explained by
biology alone. Rather, it is our capacity for
reasoning that makes moral progress possible.
In a new afterword, Singer takes stock of his
argument in light of recent research on the
evolution of morality.
The Moral Rights of Animals - Mylan Engel Jr.
2016-03-16
Edited by Mylan Engel Jr. and Gary Lynn
Comstock, this book employs different ethical
lenses, including classical deontology,
libertarianism, commonsense morality, virtue
ethics, utilitarianism, and the capabilities
approach, to explore the philosophical basis for
the strong animal rights view, which holds that
animals have moral rights equal in strength to
the rights of humans, while also addressing what
are undoubtedly the most serious challenges to
the strong animal rights stance, including the
challenges posed by rights nihilism, the “kind”
argument against animal rights, the problem of
predation, and the comparative value of lives. In
addition, contributors explore the practical
import of animal rights both from a social policy
standpoint and from the standpoint of personal
ethical decisions concerning what to eat and
whether to hunt animals. Unlike other volumes
on animal rights, which focus primarily on the
legal rights of animals, and unlike other
anthologies on animal ethics, which tend to
cover a wide variety of topics but only devote a
few articles to each topic, this volume focuses
exclusively on the question of whether animals
have moral rights and the practical import of
such rights. The Moral Rights of Animals will be
an indispensable resource for scholars, teachers,
and students in the fields of animal ethics,
applied ethics, ethical theory, and human-animal
studies, as well as animal rights advocates and
policy makers interested in improving the
treatment of animals.

Wild Justice - Marc Bekoff 2009-08-01
Scientists have long counseled against
interpreting animal behavior in terms of human
emotions, warning that such
anthropomorphizing limits our ability to
understand animals as they really are. Yet what
are we to make of a female gorilla in a German
zoo who spent days mourning the death of her
baby? Or a wild female elephant who cared for a
younger one after she was injured by a
rambunctious teenage male? Or a rat who
refused to push a lever for food when he saw
that doing so caused another rat to be shocked?
Aren’t these clear signs that animals have
recognizable emotions and moral intelligence?
With Wild Justice Marc Bekoff and Jessica Pierce
unequivocally answer yes. Marrying years of
behavioral and cognitive research with
compelling and moving anecdotes, Bekoff and
Pierce reveal that animals exhibit a broad
repertoire of moral behaviors, including fairness,
empathy, trust, and reciprocity. Underlying
these behaviors is a complex and nuanced range
of emotions, backed by a high degree of
intelligence and surprising behavioral flexibility.
Animals, in short, are incredibly adept social
beings, relying on rules of conduct to navigate
intricate social networks that are essential to
their survival. Ultimately, Bekoff and Pierce
draw the astonishing conclusion that there is no
moral gap between humans and other species:
morality is an evolved trait that we
unquestionably share with other social
mammals. Sure to be controversial, Wild Justice
offers not just cutting-edge science, but a
provocative call to rethink our relationship
with—and our responsibilities toward—our
fellow animals.
The Better Angels of Our Nature - Steven
Pinker 2012-09-25
Presents a controversial history of violence
which argues that today's world is the most
peaceful time in human existence, drawing on
psychological insights into intrinsic values that
are causing people to condemn violence as an
acceptable measure.
Animal Experimentation - Robert M. Baird
1991
Presents articles debating the use of animals in
scientific research.
Three Scientists and Their Gods - Robert
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Wright 1988
Examines the concepts of information, meaning,
and purpose, describes the function of
information at various levels of organization, and
discusses the theories of Edward Fredkin,
Edward O. Wilson, and Kenneth Blouding
Moral Origins - Christopher Boehm 2012-05-01
A noted anthropologist explains how our sense
of ethics has changed over the course of human
evolution. By the author of Hierarchy of the
Forest.
The Science of Good and Evil - Michael
Shermer 2005-01-02
From bestselling author Michael Shermer, an
investigation of the evolution of morality that is
"a paragon of popularized science and
philosophy" The Sun (Baltimore) A century and a
half after Darwin first proposed an "evolutionary
ethics," science has begun to tackle the roots of
morality. Just as evolutionary biologists study
why we are hungry (to motivate us to eat) or
why sex is enjoyable (to motivate us to
procreate), they are now searching for the very
nature of humanity. In The Science of Good and
Evil, science historian Michael Shermer explores
how humans evolved from social primates to
moral primates; how and why morality motivates
the human animal; and how the foundation of
moral principles can be built upon empirical
evidence. Along the way he explains the
implications of scientific findings for fate and
free will, the existence of pure good and pure
evil, and the development of early moral
sentiments among the first humans. As he closes
the divide between science and morality,
Shermer draws on stories from the Yanamamö,
infamously known as the "fierce people" of the
tropical rain forest, to the Stanford studies on
jailers' behavior in prisons. The Science of Good
and Evil is ultimately a profound look at the
moral animal, belief, and the scientific pursuit of
truth.
The Moral Animal - Robert Wright 1995
Robert Wright examines a new science that has
emerged from the work of evolutionary
biologists and the social sciences. Taking the life
and work of the evolutionist Charles Darwin as
his context, Wright demonstrates how Darwin's
ideas are still relevant today. He retells - from
the perspective of evolutionary psychology - the
stories of Darwin's marriage, family life and

career. From this paradigm Wright draws
conclusions about the structure of people's most
basic preoccupations - sex, ambition, politics,
justice - throwing light on the background of
these fundamental instincts, showing why they
are so important, and explaining how their
importance often gives rise to conflicts. This
book poses questions about not only the
biological bases for morality, but also the
biological bases for amorality.
Consciousness and Moral Status - Joshua
Shepherd 2018-05-23
It seems obvious that phenomenally conscious
experience is something of great value, and that
this value maps onto a range of important
ethical issues. For example, claims about the
value of life for those in Permanent Vegetative
State (PVS); debates about treatment and study
of disorders of consciousness; controversies
about end-of-life care for those with advanced
dementia; and arguments about the moral status
of embryos, fetuses, and non-human animals
arguably turn on the moral significance of
various facts about consciousness. However,
though work has been done on the moral
significance of elements of consciousness, such
as pain and pleasure, little explicit attention has
been devoted to the ethical significance of
consciousness. In this book Joshua Shepherd
presents a systematic account of the value
present within conscious experience. This
account emphasizes not only the nature of
consciousness, but also the importance of items
within experience such as affect, valence, and
the complex overall shape of particular valuable
experiences. Shepherd also relates this account
to difficult cases involving non-humans and
humans with disorders of consciousness, arguing
that the value of consciousness influences and
partially explains the degree of moral status a
being possesses, without fully determining it.
The upshot is a deeper understanding of both
the moral importance of phenomenal
consciousness and its relations to moral status.
This book will be of great interest to
philosophers and students of ethics, bioethics,
philosophy of psychology, philosophy of mind,
and cognitive science.
The Biology of Moral Systems - Richard D.
Alexander 1987
Despite wide acceptance that the attributes of
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living creatures have appeared through a
cumulative evolutionary process guided chiefly
by natural selection, many human activities have
seemed analytically inaccessible through such
an approach. Prominent evolutionary biologists,
for example, have described morality as contrary
to the direction of biological evolution, and
moral philosophers rarely regard evolution as
relevant to their discussions. The Biology of
Moral Systems adopts the position that moral
questions arise out of conflicts of interest, and
that moral systems are ways of using
confluences of interest at lower levels of social
organization to deal with conflicts of interest at
higher levels. Moral systems are described as
systems of indirect reciprocity: humans gain and
lose socially and reproductively not only by
direct transactions, but also by the reputations
they gain from the everyday flow of social
interactions. The author develops a general
theory of human interests, using senescence and
effort theory from biology, to help analyze the
patterning of human lifetimes. He argues that
the ultimate interests of humans are
reproductive, and that the concept of morality
has arisen within groups because of its
contribution to unity in the context, ultimately,
of success in intergroup competition. He
contends that morality is not easily relatable to
universals, and he carries this argument into a
discussion of what he calls the greatest of all
moral problems, the nuclear arms race.
"Crammed with sage observations on moral
dilemmas and many reasons why an
understanding of evolution based on natural
selection will advance thinking in finding
practical solutions to our most difficult social
problems." Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social SciencesRichard D.
Alexander is Donald Ward Tinkle Professor of
Evolutionary Biology, Department of Biology,
and Curator of Insects, Museum of Zoology,
University of Michigan. A recipient of numerous
awards, Dr. Alexander is the author of
Darwinism and Human Affairs.
Can Animals Be Moral? - Mark Rowlands
2015-03
From eye-witness accounts of elephants
apparently mourning the death of family
members to an experiment that showed that
hungry rhesus monkeys would not take food if

doing so gave another monkey an electric shock,
there is much evidence of animals displaying
what seem to be moral feelings. But despite such
suggestive evidence, philosophers steadfastly
deny that animals can act morally, and for
reasons that virtually everyone has found
convincing. In Can Animals be Moral?,
philosopher Mark Rowlands examines the
reasoning of philosophers and scientists on this
question--ranging from Aristotle and Kant to
Hume and Darwin--and reveals that their
arguments fall far short of compelling. The basic
argument against moral behavior in animals is
that humans have capabilities that animals lack.
We can reflect on our motivations, formulate
abstract principles that allow that allow us to
judge right from wrong. For an actor to be
moral, he or she must be able scrutinize their
motivations and actions. No animal can do these
things--no animal is moral. Rowland naturally
agrees that humans possess a moral
consciousness that no animal can rival, but he
argues that it is not necessary for an individual
to have the ability to reflect on his or her
motives to be moral. Animals can't do all that we
can do, but they can act on the basis of some
moral reasons--basic moral reasons involving
concern for others. And when they do this, they
are doing just what we do when we act on the
basis of these reasons: They are acting morally.
Why Buddhism is True - Robert Wright
2017-08-08
From one of America’s most brilliant writers, a
New York Times bestselling journey through
psychology, philosophy, and lots of meditation to
show how Buddhism holds the key to moral
clarity and enduring happiness. At the heart of
Buddhism is a simple claim: The reason we
suffer—and the reason we make other people
suffer—is that we don’t see the world clearly. At
the heart of Buddhist meditative practice is a
radical promise: We can learn to see the world,
including ourselves, more clearly and so gain a
deep and morally valid happiness. In this
“sublime” (The New Yorker), pathbreaking book,
Robert Wright shows how taking this promise
seriously can change your life—how it can loosen
the grip of anxiety, regret, and hatred, and how
it can deepen your appreciation of beauty and of
other people. He also shows why this
transformation works, drawing on the latest in
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neuroscience and psychology, and armed with
an acute understanding of human evolution. This
book is the culmination of a personal journey
that began with Wright’s landmark book on
evolutionary psychology, The Moral Animal, and
deepened as he immersed himself in meditative
practice and conversed with some of the world’s
most skilled meditators. The result is a story that
is “provocative, informative and...deeply
rewarding” (The New York Times Book Review),
and as entertaining as it is illuminating. Written
with the wit, clarity, and grace for which Wright
is famous, Why Buddhism Is True lays the
foundation for a spiritual life in a secular age
and shows how, in a time of technological
distraction and social division, we can save
ourselves from ourselves, both as individuals and
as a species.
The Routledge Handbook of Animal Ethics - Bob
Fischer 2019-12-06
There isn’t one conversation about animal
ethics. Instead, there are several important ones
that are scattered across many disciplines.This
volume both surveys the field of animal ethics
and draws professional philosophers, graduate
students, and undergraduates more deeply into
the discussions that are happening outside of
philosophy departments. To that end, the volume
contains more nonphilosophers than
philosophers, explicitly inviting scholars from
other fields—such as animal science, ecology,
economics, psychology, law, environmental
science, and applied biology, among others—to
bring their own disciplinary resources to bear on
matters that affect animals. The Routledge
Handbook of Animal Ethics is composed of 44
chapters, all appearing in print here for the first
time, and organized into the following six
sections: I. Thinking About Animals II. Animal
Agriculture and Hunting III. Animal Research
and Genetic Engineering IV. Companion Animals
V. Wild Animals: Conservation, Management,
and Ethics VI. Animal Activism The chapters are
brief, and they have been written in a way that is
accessible to serious undergraduate students,
regardless of their field of study. The volume
covers everything from animal cognition to the
state of current fisheries, from genetic
modification to intersection animal activism. It is
a resource designed for anyone interested in the
moral issues that emerge from human

interactions with animals.
Nonzero - Robert Wright 2001-04-20
In his bestselling The Moral Animal, Robert
Wright applied the principles of evolutionary
biology to the study of the human mind. Now
Wright attempts something even more
ambitious: explaining the direction of evolution
and human history–and discerning where history
will lead us next. In Nonzero: The Logic of
Human Destiny, Wright asserts that, ever since
the primordial ooze, life has followed a basic
pattern. Organisms and human societies alike
have grown more complex by mastering the
challenges of internal cooperation. Wright's
narrative ranges from fossilized bacteria to
vampire bats, from stone-age villages to the
World Trade Organization, uncovering such
surprises as the benefits of barbarian hordes and
the useful stability of feudalism. Here is history
endowed with moral significance–a way of
looking at our biological and cultural evolution
that suggests, refreshingly, that human morality
has improved over time, and that our instinct to
discover meaning may itself serve a higher
purpose. Insightful, witty, profound, Nonzero
offers breathtaking implications for what we
believe and how we adapt to technology's
ongoing transformation of the world.
Evolutionary Psychology 101 - Glenn Geher,
PhD 2013-10-10
ìAt long last, a readable, accessible, user
friendly introduction to evolutionary psychology
written by a rising star in the field. This book,
filled with a broad array of fascinating topics, is
bound to further whet the appetite of a growing
number of students who have been inspired by
this provocative, yet eminently testable
approach to human behavior.î Gordon G. Gallup
Jr., PhD University at Albany "A frolicking, downto-earth, and informative introduction to the
ever evolving and controversial field of
evolutionary psychology." Scott Barry Kaufman,
PhD Author, Ungifted: Intelligence Redefined
ìGlenn Geher has created a text that is both
comprehensive in coverage and scope and very
accessible. It should be a welcome addition to
the field that serves to further individuals'
understanding of Evolutionary Psychology.î T.
Joel Wade, PhD Professor and Chair of
Psychology, Bucknell University This is a concise
and student-friendly survey of the burgeoning
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field of evolutionary psychology (EP) and the
controversies that surround it. Evolutionary
psychology is an approach to studying human
behavior that is rooted in modern evolutionary
theory. Firmly grounded in the theoretical and
research literature of EP, the book addresses the
core theories, approaches, applications, and
current findings that comprise this discipline. It
is unique in its interdisciplinary focus, which
encompasses EPís impact on both psychological
and non-psychological disciplines. Written by an
eminent evolutionary psychologist who is
President of the Northeastern Evolutionary
Psychology Society, the text examines
psychological processes that lead to human
survival and those that may lead to reproductive
benefitsósometimes even at a cost to survival. It
cites a rich body of literature that provides
insights into the role of sexual selection in
shaping the human mind. The text presents
current research on such important domains of
EP as childhood, courtship, intrasexual
competition, sex, pair-bonding, parenting,
familial relations, non-familial relations,
aggression, and altruism. Considering the
potential of EP to mitigate some of our greatest
social problems, the text examines the ways in
which EP can be applied to society and religion.
It also offers a thoughtful, balanced approach to
such controversies in EP as the issues of genetic
determinism, racism, and sexism. Key Features:
Provides a broad survey one of the most recent,
widely researched, and controversial fields to
emerge in psychology over the past 20 years
Written by an eminent evolutionary psychologist
who is President of the Northeastern
Evolutionary Psychology Society Presents EP
concepts in an accessible, student-friendly way
Offers a unique interdisciplinary focus that
addresses the impact of EP on both
psychological and non-psychological disciplines
Emphasizes controversies within the field of
evolutionary psychology and includes critiques
of EP from people outside this discipline
A Plea for the Animals - Matthieu Ricard
2016-10-04
Every cow just wants to be happy. Every chicken
just wants to be free. Every bear, dog, or mouse
experiences sorrow and feels pain as intensely
as any of us humans do. In a compelling appeal
to reason and human kindness, Matthieu Ricard

here takes the arguments from his best-sellers
Altruism and Happiness to their logical
conclusion: that compassion toward all beings,
including our fellow animals, is a moral
obligation and the direction toward which any
enlightened society must aspire. He chronicles
the appalling sufferings of the animals we eat,
wear, and use for adornment or "entertainment,"
and submits every traditional justification for
their exploitation to scientific evidence and
moral scrutiny. What arises is an unambiguous
and powerful ethical imperative for treating all
of the animals with whom we share this planet
with respect and compassion.
The Ape that Understood the Universe - Steve
Stewart-Williams 2019-11-21
The Ape that Understood the Universe is the
story of the strangest animal in the world: the
human animal. It opens with a question: How
would an alien scientist view our species? What
would it make of our sex differences, our sexual
behavior, our altruistic tendencies, and our
culture? The book tackles these issues by
drawing on two major schools of thought:
evolutionary psychology and cultural
evolutionary theory. The guiding assumption is
that humans are animals, and that like all
animals, we evolved to pass on our genes. At
some point, however, we also evolved the
capacity for culture - and from that moment,
culture began evolving in its own right. This
transformed us from a mere ape into an ape
capable of reshaping the planet, travelling to
other worlds, and understanding the vast
universe of which we're but a tiny, fleeting
fragment. Featuring a new foreword by Michael
Shermer.
Moral, Believing Animals - Christian Smith 2009
What kind of animals are human beings? And
how do our visions of the human shape our
theories of social action and institutions? In
Moral, Believing Animals, Christian Smith
advances a creative theory of human persons
and culture that offers innovative, challenging
answers to these and other fundamental
questions in sociological, cultural, and religious
theory. Smith suggests that human beings have
a peculiar set of capacities and proclivities that
distinguishes them significantly from other
animals on this planet. Despite the vast
differences in humanity between cultures and
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across history, no matter how differently people
narrate their lives and histories, there remains
an underlying structure of human personhood
that helps to order human culture, history, and
narration. Drawing on important recent insights
in moral philosophy, epistemology, and narrative
studies, Smith argues that humans are animals
who have an inescapable moral and spiritual
dimension. They cannot avoid a fundamental
moral orientation in life and this, says Smith, has
profound consequences for how sociology must
study human beings.
Fellow Creatures - Christine Marion Korsgaard
2018
Presents a compelling new view of our moral
relationships to the other animals
Why Veganism Matters - Gary L. Francione
2021-04-13
Most people care about animals, but only a tiny
fraction are vegan. The rest often think of
veganism as an extreme position. They certainly
do not believe that they have a moral obligation
to become vegan. Gary L. Francione—the
leading and most provocative scholar of animal
rights theory and law—demonstrates that
veganism is a moral imperative and a matter of
justice. He shows that there is a contradiction in
thinking that animals matter morally if one is
also not vegan, and he explains why this belief
should logically lead all who hold it to veganism.
Francione dismantles the conventional wisdom
that it is acceptable to use and kill animals as
long as we do so “humanely.” He argues that if
animals matter morally, they must have the right
not to be used as property. That means that we
cannot eat them, wear them, use them, or
otherwise treat them as resources or
commodities. Why Veganism Matters presents
the case for the personhood of nonhuman
animals and for veganism in a clear and
accessible way that does not require any
philosophical or legal background. This book
offers a persuasive and powerful argument for
all readers who care about animals but are not
sure whether they have a moral obligation to be
vegan.
The Evolution of Desire - David M. Buss
2016-12-27
A “drop-dead shocker” (Washington Post Book
World) that uses evolutionary psychology to
explain human mating and the mysteries of love

If we all want love, why is there so much conflict
in our most cherished relationships? To answer
this question, we must look into our evolutionary
past, argues prominent psychologist David M.
Buss. Based one of the largest studies of human
mating ever undertaken, encompassing more
than 10,000 people of all ages from thirty-seven
cultures worldwide, The Evolution of Desire is
the first work to present a unified theory of
human mating behavior. Drawing on a wide
range of examples of mating behavior — from
lovebugs to elephant seals, from the Yanomamö
tribe of Venezuela to online dating apps — Buss
reveals what women want, what men want, and
why their desires radically differ. Love has a
central place in human sexual psychology, but
conflict, competition, and manipulation also
pervade human mating — something we must
confront in order to control our own mating
destiny. Updated to reflect the very latest
scientific research on human mating, this
definitive edition of this classic work of
evolutionary psychology explains the powerful
forces that shape our most intimate desires.
The Evolution of God - Robert Wright 2009-06-08
In this sweeping narrative that takes us from the
Stone Age to the Information Age, Robert Wright
unveils an astonishing discovery: there is a
hidden pattern that the great monotheistic faiths
have followed as they have evolved. Through the
prisms of archaeology, theology, and
evolutionary psychology, Wright's findings
overturn basic assumptions about Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam, and are sure to cause
controversy. He explains why spirituality has a
role today, and why science, contrary to
conventional wisdom, affirms the validity of the
religious quest. And this previously
unrecognized evolutionary logic points not
toward continued religious extremism, but
future harmony. Nearly a decade in the making,
The Evolution of God is a breathtaking reexamination of the past, and a visionary look
forward.
The Social Animal - David Brooks 2012-01-03
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER With
unequaled insight and brio, New York Times
columnist David Brooks has long explored and
explained the way we live. Now Brooks turns to
the building blocks of human flourishing in a
multilayered, profoundly illuminating work
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grounded in everyday life. This is the story of
how success happens, told through the lives of
one composite American couple, Harold and
Erica. Drawing on a wealth of current research
from numerous disciplines, Brooks takes Harold
and Erica from infancy to old age, illustrating a
fundamental new understanding of human
nature along the way: The unconscious mind, it
turns out, is not a dark, vestigial place, but a
creative one, where most of the brain’s work
gets done. This is the realm where character is
formed and where our most important life
decisions are made—the natural habitat of The
Social Animal. Brooks reveals the deeply social
aspect of our minds and exposes the bias in
modern culture that overemphasizes rationalism,
individualism, and IQ. He demolishes
conventional definitions of success and looks
toward a culture based on trust and humility.
The Social Animal is a moving intellectual
adventure, a story of achievement and a defense
of progress. It is an essential book for our
time—one that will have broad social impact and
will change the way we see ourselves and the
world.
Primates and Philosophers - Frans de Waal
2016-03-22
Can virtuous behavior be explained by nature,
and not by human rational choice? "It's the
animal in us," we often hear when we've been
bad. But why not when we're good? Primates
and Philosophers tackles this question by
exploring the biological foundations of one of
humanity's most valued traits: morality. In this
provocative book, renowned primatologist Frans
de Waal argues that modern-day evolutionary
biology takes far too dim a view of the natural
world, emphasizing our "selfish" genes and
reinforcing our habit of labeling ethical behavior
as humane and the less civilized as animalistic.
Seeking the origin of human morality not in
evolution but in human culture, science insists
that we are moral by choice, not by nature.
Citing remarkable evidence based on his
extensive research of primate behavior, de Waal
attacks "Veneer Theory," which posits morality
as a thin overlay on an otherwise nasty nature.
He explains how we evolved from a long line of
animals that care for the weak and build
cooperation with reciprocal transactions.
Drawing on Darwin, recent scientific advances,

and his extensive research of primate behavior,
de Waal demonstrates a strong continuity
between human and animal behavior. He probes
issues such as anthropomorphism and human
responsibilities toward animals. His compelling
account of how human morality evolved out of
mammalian society will fascinate anyone who
has ever wondered about the origins and reach
of human goodness. Based on the Tanner
Lectures de Waal delivered at Princeton
University's Center for Human Values in 2004,
Primates and Philosophers includes responses by
the philosophers Peter Singer, Christine M.
Korsgaard, and Philip Kitcher and the science
writer Robert Wright. They press de Waal to
clarify the differences between humans and
other animals, yielding a lively debate that will
fascinate all those who wonder about the origins
and reach of human goodness.
The Moral Animal - Robert Wright 1995-08-29
One of the most provocative science books ever
published—"a feast of great thinking and writing
about the most profound issues there are" (The
New York Times Book Review). "Fiercely
intelligent, beautifully written and engrossingly
original." —The New York Times Book Review
Are men literally born to cheat? Does monogamy
actually serve women's interests? These are
among the questions that have made The Moral
Animaled one of the most provocative science
books in recent years. Wright unveils the genetic
strategies behind everything from our sexual
preferences to our office politics—as well as
their implications for our moral codes and public
policies. Illustrations.
Created from Animals - James Rachels 1991
Argues for the replacement of traditional ideas
of human superiority with a more enlightened
ethic regarding the value of non-human life, and
discusses suicide, euthanasia, and animal rights.
The Human Swarm - Mark W. Moffett
2019-04-16
The epic story and ultimate big history of how
human society evolved from intimate chimp
communities into the sprawling civilizations of a
world-dominating species If a chimpanzee
ventures into the territory of a different group, it
will almost certainly be killed. But a New Yorker
can fly to Los Angeles--or Borneo--with very little
fear. Psychologists have done little to explain
this: for years, they have held that our biology
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puts a hard upper limit--about 150 people--on
the size of our social groups. But human
societies are in fact vastly larger. How do we
manage--by and large--to get along with each
other? In this paradigm-shattering book,
biologist Mark W. Moffett draws on findings in
psychology, sociology and anthropology to
explain the social adaptations that bind
societies. He explores how the tension between
identity and anonymity defines how societies
develop, function, and fail. Surpassing Guns,
Germs, and Steel and Sapiens, The Human
Swarm reveals how mankind created sprawling
civilizations of unrivaled complexity--and what it
will take to sustain them.
The Moral Equality of Humans and Animals Mark Bernstein 2016-02-23
Received opinion has it that humans are morally
superior to non-human animals; human interests
matter more than the like interests of animals
and the value of human lives is alleged to be
greater than the value of nonhuman animal lives.
Since this belief causes mayhem and murder, its
de-mythologizing requires urgent attention.

Human Instinct - Lord Robert Winston
2011-05-31
From caveman to modern man ... Few people
doubt that humans are descended from the apes;
fewer still consider, let alone accept, the
psychological implications. But in truth, man not
only looks, moves and breathes like an ape, he
also thinks like one. Sexual drive, survival,
competition, aggression - all of our impulses are
driven by our human instincts. They explain why
a happily married man will fantasize about the
pretty, slim, young woman sitting across from
him in the tube and why thousands of people
spend their week entirely focused on whether
their team will win their next crucial match. But
how well do our instincts equip us for the
twenty-first century? Do they help or hinder us
as we deal with large anonymous cities, stressful
careers, relationships and the battle of the
sexes? In this fascinating book, Robert Winston
takes us on a journey deep into the human mind.
Along the way he takes a very personal look at
the relationship between science and religion
and explores those very instincts that make us
human.
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