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conceptual shackles and perceive what’s really there. If humans did not
spend 95 percent of their evolutionary past in tiny bands of huntergatherers, what were they doing all that time? If agriculture, and cities,
did not mean a plunge into hierarchy and domination, then what kinds of
social and economic organization did they lead to? The answers are often
unexpected, and suggest that the course of human history may be less
set in stone, and more full of playful, hopeful possibilities, than we tend
to assume. The Dawn of Everything fundamentally transforms our
understanding of the human past and offers a path toward imagining
new forms of freedom, new ways of organizing society. This is a
monumental book of formidable intellectual range, animated by curiosity,
moral vision, and a faith in the power of direct action. Includes Blackand-White Illustrations
Civilisations: How Do We Look / The Eye of Faith - Mary Beard 2018-03
Companion to the major new BBC documentary series CIVILISATIONS,
presented by Mary Beard, David Olusoga and Simon SchamaThe idea of
'civilisation' has always been debated, even fought over. At the heart of
those debates lies the big question of how people - from prehistory to the
present day - have depicted themselves and others, both human and
divine. Distinguished historian Mary Beard explores how art has shaped,
and been shaped by, the people who created it. How have we looked at
these images? Why have they sometimes been so contentious? In Part
One, she examines how the human figure was portrayed in some of the
earliest art in the world - from the gigantic stone heads carved by the
Olmec of Central America to the statues and pottery of the ancient
Greeks to the terracotta army of the first emperor of China. And she
explains how one particular version of representing the human body,
which goes back to the ancient world, still influences (and sometimes
distorts) how people in the West see their own culture and that of others.
Throughout this story, she is concerned not only with the artists who
made images, but with those who have used them, viewed them and
interpreted them. In other words: How Do We Look? In Part Two, Mary
Beard turns to the relationship between art and religion. For centuries,
religion has inspired art: from the Hindu temple at Angkor Wat to the
Christian mosaics of Ravenna to the exquisite calligraphy of Islamic
mosques. But making the divine visible in the human world has never
been simple. All religions have wrestled with idolatry and iconoclasm,
destroying art as well as creating it - and asking how to look with The
Eye of Faith.
What the Rest Think of the West - Laura Nader 2015-09-08
Over the past few centuries, as Western civilization has enjoyed an
expansive and flexible geographic domain, Westerners have observed
other cultures with little interest in a return gaze. In turn, these other
civilizations have been similarly disinclined when they have held sway.
Clearly, though, an external frame of reference outstrips
introspection—we cannot see ourselves as others see us. Unprecedented
in its scope, What the Rest Think of the West provides a rich historical
look through the eyes of outsiders as they survey and scrutinize the
politics, science, technology, religion, family practices, and gender roles
of civilizations not their own. The book emphasizes the broader figurative
meaning of looking west in the scope of history. Focusing on four
civilizations—Islamic, Japanese, Chinese, and South Asian—Nader has
collected observations made over centuries by scholars, diplomats,
missionaries, travelers, merchants, and students reflecting upon their
own “Wests.” These writings derive from a range of purposes and
perspectives, such as the seventh-century Chinese Buddhist who goes
west to India, the missionary from Baghdad who travels up the Volga in
the tenth century and meets the Vikings, and the Egyptian imam who in
1826 is sent to Paris to study the French. The accounts variously express
critique, adoration, admiration, and fear, and are sometimes humorous,
occasionally disturbing, at times controversial, and always enlightening.
With informative introductions to each of the selections, Laura Nader

Forbidden History - J. Douglas Kenyon 2005-03-29
Challenges the scientific theories on the establishment of civilization and
technology • Contains 42 essays by 17 key thinkers in the fields of
alternative science and history, including Christopher Dunn, Frank
Joseph, Will Hart, Rand Flem-Ath, and Moira Timmes • Edited by Atlantis
Rising publisher, J. Douglas Kenyon In Forbidden History writer and
editor J. Douglas Kenyon has chosen 42 essays that have appeared in the
bimonthly journal Atlantis Rising to provide readers with an overview of
the core positions of key thinkers in the field of ancient mysteries and
alternative history. The 17 contributors include among others, Rand
Flem-Ath, Frank Joseph, Christopher Dunn, and Will Hart, all of whom
challenge the scientific establishment to reexamine its underlying
premises in understanding ancient civilizations and open up to the
possibility of meaningful debate around alternative theories of
humanity's true past. Each of the essays builds upon the work of the
other contributors. Kenyon has carefully crafted his vision and selected
writings in six areas: Darwinism Under Fire, Earth Changes--Sudden or
Gradual, Civilization's Greater Antiquity, Ancestors from Space, Ancient
High Tech, and The Search for Lost Origins. He explores the most
current ideas in the Atlantis debate, the origins of the Pyramids, and
many other controversial themes. The book serves as an excellent
introduction to hitherto suppressed and alternative accounts of history as
contributors raise questions about the origins of civilization and
humanity, catastrophism, and ancient technology. The collection also
includes several articles that introduce, compare, contrast, and
complement the theories of other notable authors in these fields, such as
Zecharia Sitchin, Paul LaViolette, John Michell, and John Anthony West.
Civilisations: First Contact / The Cult of Progress - David Olusoga
2018-03-29
Companion to the major new BBC documentary series CIVILISATIONS,
presented by Mary Beard, David Olusoga and Simon Schama Oscar
Wilde said 'Life imitates Art far more than Art imitates Life.' Was he
right? In Civilisations, David Olusoga travels the world to piece together
the shared histories that link nations. In Part One, First Contact, we
discover what happened to art in the great Age of Discovery, when
civilisations encountered each other for the first time. Although
undoubtedly a period of conquest and destruction, it was also one of
mutual curiosity, global trade and the exchange of ideas. In Part Two,
The Cult of Progress, we see how the Industrial Revolution transformed
the world, impacting every corner, and every civilisation, from the cotton
mills of the Midlands through Napoleon's conquest of Egypt to the
decimation of both Native American and Maori populations and the
advent of photography in Paris in 1839. Incredible art - both looted and
created - relays the key events and their outcomes throughout the world.
The Dawn of Everything - David Graeber 2021-11-09
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A dramatically new
understanding of human history, challenging our most fundamental
assumptions about social evolution—from the development of agriculture
and cities to the origins of the state, democracy, and inequality—and
revealing new possibilities for human emancipation. For generations, our
remote ancestors have been cast as primitive and childlike—either free
and equal innocents, or thuggish and warlike. Civilization, we are told,
could be achieved only by sacrificing those original freedoms or,
alternatively, by taming our baser instincts. David Graeber and David
Wengrow show how such theories first emerged in the eighteenth
century as a conservative reaction to powerful critiques of European
society posed by Indigenous observers and intellectuals. Revisiting this
encounter has startling implications for how we make sense of human
history today, including the origins of farming, property, cities,
democracy, slavery, and civilization itself. Drawing on pathbreaking
research in archaeology and anthropology, the authors show how history
becomes a far more interesting place once we learn to throw off our
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initiates conversations about the power of representational practices.
The Decline of the West - Oswald Spengler 1991
Spengler's work describes how we have entered into a centuries-long
"world-historical" phase comparable to late antiquity, and his
controversial ideas spark debate over the meaning of historiography.
Barbarism and Civilization - Bernard Wasserstein 2009
The twentieth century in Europe witnessed some of the most brutish
episodes in history. Yet it also saw incontestable improvements in the
conditions of existence for most inhabitants of the continent - from rising
living standards and dramatically increased life expectancy, to the
virtualelimination of illiteracy, and the advance of women, ethnic
minorities, and homosexuals to greater equality of respect and
opportunity.It was a century of barbarism and civilization, of cruelty and
tenderness, of technological achievement and environmental spoliation,
of imperial expansion and withdrawal, of authoritarian repression - and
of individualism resurgent.Covering everything from war and politics to
social, cultural, and economic change, Barbarism and Civilization is by
turns grim, humorous, surprising, and enlightening: a window on the
century we have left behind and the earliest years of its troubled
successor.
Civilization - Niall Ferguson 2018-06
In 1412, Europe was a miserable backwater ravaged by plague, bad
sanitation and incessant war, while the Orient was home to dazzling
civilizations. Yet, somehow, the West came to dominate the Rest for most
of the next half millennium. In this vital, brilliant book, Niall Ferguson
reveals the six 'killer applications' that the Rest lacked- competition,
science, property rights, medicine, consumerism and the work ethic. And
he asks- do we still have these winning tools? Or is this the end of
Western ascendancy? Winner of the Estoril Global Issues Distinguished
Book Prize 2013
The Collapse of Western Civilization - Naomi Oreskes 2014-07-01
The year is 2393, and the world is almost unrecognizable. Clear warnings
of climate catastrophe went ignored for decades, leading to soaring
temperatures, rising sea levels, widespread drought and—finally—the
disaster now known as the Great Collapse of 2093, when the
disintegration of the West Antarctica Ice Sheet led to mass migration and
a complete reshuffling of the global order. Writing from the Second
People's Republic of China on the 300th anniversary of the Great
Collapse, a senior scholar presents a gripping and deeply disturbing
account of how the children of the Enlightenment—the political and
economic elites of the so-called advanced industrial societies—failed to
act, and so brought about the collapse of Western civilization. In this
haunting, provocative work of science-based fiction, Naomi Oreskes and
Eric M. Conway imagine a world devastated by climate change.
Dramatizing the science in ways traditional nonfiction cannot, the book
reasserts the importance of scientists and the work they do and reveals
the self-serving interests of the so called "carbon combustion complex"
that have turned the practice of science into political fodder. Based on
sound scholarship and yet unafraid to speak boldly, this book provides a
welcome moment of clarity amid the cacophony of climate change
literature.
From the Deep Woods to Civilization - Charles A. Eastman 1920

compelling combination of narrative and the latest scholarship, 1177
B.C. sheds new light on the complex ties that gave rise to, and ultimately
destroyed, the flourishing civilizations of the Late Bronze Age—and that
set the stage for the emergence of classical Greece.
How Do We Look - Mary Beard 2018-09-04
From prehistoric Mexico to modern Istanbul, Mary Beard looks beyond
the familiar canon of Western imagery to explore the history of art,
religion, and humanity. Conceived as a gorgeously illustrated
accompaniment to “How Do We Look” and “The Eye of Faith,” the famed
Civilisations shows on PBS, renowned classicist Mary Beard has created
this elegant volume on how we have looked at art. Focusing in Part I on
the Olmec heads of early Mesoamerica, the colossal statues of the
pharaoh Amenhotep III, and the nudes of classical Greece, Beard
explores the power, hierarchy, and gender politics of the art of the
ancient world, and explains how it came to define the so-called civilized
world. In Part II, Beard chronicles some of the most breathtaking
religious imagery ever made—whether at Angkor Wat, Ravenna, Venice,
or in the art of Jewish and Islamic calligraphers— to show how all
religions, ancient and modern, have faced irreconcilable problems in
trying to picture the divine. With this classic volume, Beard redefines the
Western-and male-centric legacies of Ernst Gombrich and Kenneth Clark.
Confronting the Classics - Mary Beard 2013-03-07
Mary Beard is one of the world's best-known classicists - a brilliant
academic, with a rare gift for communicating with a wide audience both
though her TV presenting and her books. In a series of sparkling essays,
she explores our rich classical heritage - from Greek drama to Roman
jokes, introducing some larger-than-life characters of classical history,
such as Alexander the Great, Nero and Boudicca. She invites you into the
places where Greeks and Romans lived and died, from the palace at
Knossos to Cleopatra's Alexandria - and reveals the often hidden world of
slaves. She takes a fresh look at both scholarly controversies and popular
interpretations of the ancient world, from The Golden Bough to Asterix.
The fruit of over thirty years in the world of classical scholarship,
Confronting the Classics captures the world of antiquity and its modern
significance with wit, verve and scholarly expertise.
The Knowledge - Lewis Dartnell 2015-03-10
How would you go about rebuilding a technological society from scratch?
If our technological society collapsed tomorrow what would be the one
book you would want to press into the hands of the postapocalyptic
survivors? What crucial knowledge would they need to survive in the
immediate aftermath and to rebuild civilization as quickly as possible?
Human knowledge is collective, distributed across the population. It has
built on itself for centuries, becoming vast and increasingly specialized.
Most of us are ignorant about the fundamental principles of the
civilization that supports us, happily utilizing the latest—or even the most
basic—technology without having the slightest idea of why it works or
how it came to be. If you had to go back to absolute basics, like some sort
of postcataclysmic Robinson Crusoe, would you know how to re-create an
internal combustion engine, put together a microscope, get metals out of
rock, or even how to produce food for yourself? Lewis Dartnell proposes
that the key to preserving civilization in an apocalyptic scenario is to
provide a quickstart guide, adapted to cataclysmic circumstances. The
Knowledge describes many of the modern technologies we employ, but
first it explains the fundamentals upon which they are built. Every piece
of technology rests on an enormous support network of other
technologies, all interlinked and mutually dependent. You can’t hope to
build a radio, for example, without understanding how to acquire the raw
materials it requires, as well as generate the electricity needed to run it.
But Dartnell doesn’t just provide specific information for starting over;
he also reveals the greatest invention of them all—the phenomenal
knowledge-generating machine that is the scientific method itself. The
Knowledge is a brilliantly original guide to the fundamentals of science
and how it built our modern world.
Our Cosmic Story - Mathew Anderson 2017-01-06
Our cosmic story explores the potential our universe has for fostering life
and civilization. The book starts by looking back at the story of Earth and
our civilization, and then evaluates the idea that other sentient creatures
in the cosmos may be doing the same.
In Search of the Cradle of Civilization - Georg Feuerstein 1999
For decades, schoolbooks have taught that Sumer was the cradle of
civilization. Conventional scholarship has also held that Aryan civilization
came to India by way of invasions from the north. But in this groundbreaking book, three renowned scholars show that there was no "Aryan
invasion," and that India, not Sumer, was the cradle of civilized
humanity. Through exploring the rich symbols, metaphors, and myths of

1177 B.C. - Eric H. Cline 2015-09-22
A bold reassessment of what caused the Late Bronze Age collapse In
1177 B.C., marauding groups known only as the "Sea Peoples" invaded
Egypt. The pharaoh's army and navy managed to defeat them, but the
victory so weakened Egypt that it soon slid into decline, as did most of
the surrounding civilizations. After centuries of brilliance, the civilized
world of the Bronze Age came to an abrupt and cataclysmic end.
Kingdoms fell like dominoes over the course of just a few decades. No
more Minoans or Mycenaeans. No more Trojans, Hittites, or Babylonians.
The thriving economy and cultures of the late second millennium B.C.,
which had stretched from Greece to Egypt and Mesopotamia, suddenly
ceased to exist, along with writing systems, technology, and monumental
architecture. But the Sea Peoples alone could not have caused such
widespread breakdown. How did it happen? In this major new account of
the causes of this "First Dark Ages," Eric Cline tells the gripping story of
how the end was brought about by multiple interconnected failures,
ranging from invasion and revolt to earthquakes, drought, and the
cutting of international trade routes. Bringing to life the vibrant
multicultural world of these great civilizations, he draws a sweeping
panorama of the empires and globalized peoples of the Late Bronze Age
and shows that it was their very interdependence that hastened their
dramatic collapse and ushered in a dark age that lasted centuries. A
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the Vedas, this book also examines the wealth of India's spirituality and
its relevance for today's world.
Ancient Civilizations - Joseph Fullman 2013
Looks at the ancient civilizations of Egypt, Greece, Rome, China, India,
the Americas, and Mesopotamia and discusses the achievements and
culture of each.
The Collapse of Complex Societies - Joseph Tainter 1988
Twenty-four examples of societal collapse help develop a new theory to
account for their breakdown. Detailed studies of the Roman, Mayan and
Cacoan collapses clarify the processes of disintegration.
Fingerprints of the Gods - Graham Hancock 2012-09-19
Could the story of mankind be far older than we have previously
believed? Using tools as varied as archaeo-astronomy, geology, and
computer analysis of ancient myths, Graham Hancock presents a
compelling case to suggest that it is. “A fancy piece of historical
sleuthing . . . intriguing and entertaining and sturdy enough to give a
long pause for thought.”—Kirkus Reviews In Fingerprints of the Gods,
Hancock embarks on a worldwide quest to put together all the pieces of
the vast and fascinating jigsaw of mankind’s hidden past. In ancient
monuments as far apart as Egypt’s Great Sphinx, the strange Andean
ruins of Tihuanaco, and Mexico’s awe-inspiring Temples of the Sun and
Moon, he reveals not only the clear fingerprints of an as-yet-unidentified
civilization of remote antiquity, but also startling evidence of its vast
sophistication, technological advancement, and evolved scientific
knowledge. A record-breaking number one bestseller in Britain,
Fingerprints of the Gods contains the makings of an intellectual
revolution, a dramatic and irreversible change in the way that we
understand our past—and so our future. And Fingerprints of God tells us
something more. As we recover the truth about prehistory, and discover
the real meaning of ancient myths and monuments, it becomes apparent
that a warning has been handed down to us, a warning of terrible
cataclysm that afflicts the Earth in great cycles at irregular intervals of
time—a cataclysm that may be about to recur. “Readers will hugely enjoy
their quest in these pages of inspired storytelling.”—The Times (UK)
Madness and Civilization - Michel Foucault 2013-01-30
Michel Foucault examines the archeology of madness in the West from
1500 to 1800 - from the late Middle Ages, when insanity was still
considered part of everyday life and fools and lunatics walked the streets
freely, to the time when such people began to be considered a threat,
asylums were first built, and walls were erected between the "insane"
and the rest of humanity.
Civilization and Its Discontents - Sigmund Freud 2018-12-29
Civilization and Its Discontents is considered Freud's most brilliant work.
In it he states his views on the broad question of man's place in the
world. It has been praised, dissected, lambasted, interpreted, and
reinterpreted. Originally published in 1930, it seeks to answer several
questions fundamental to human society and its organization—What
influences led to the creation of civilization? Why and how did it come to
be? What determines civilization’s trajectory? This process, argues
Freud, is an inherent quality of civilization that instills perpetual feelings
of discontent in its citizens. Freud's theme is that what works for
civilization doesn't necessarily work for man. Man, by nature aggressive
and egotistical, seeks self-satisfaction.
The Case Against Reality: Why Evolution Hid the Truth from Our Eyes Donald Hoffman 2019-08-13
Can we trust our senses to tell us the truth? Challenging leading
scientific theories that claim that our senses report back objective
reality, cognitive scientist Donald Hoffman argues that while we should
take our perceptions seriously, we should not take them literally. How
can it be possible that the world we see is not objective reality? And how
can our senses be useful if they are not communicating the truth?
Hoffman grapples with these questions and more over the course of this
eye-opening work. Ever since Homo sapiens has walked the earth,
natural selection has favored perception that hides the truth and guides
us toward useful action, shaping our senses to keep us alive and
reproducing. We observe a speeding car and do not walk in front of it; we
see mold growing on bread and do not eat it. These impressions, though,
are not objective reality. Just like a file icon on a desktop screen is a
useful symbol rather than a genuine representation of what a computer
file looks like, the objects we see every day are merely icons, allowing us
to navigate the world safely and with ease. The real-world implications
for this discovery are huge. From examining why fashion designers
create clothes that give the illusion of a more “attractive” body shape to
studying how companies use color to elicit specific emotions in
consumers, and even dismantling the very notion that spacetime is
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objective reality, The Case Against Reality dares us to question
everything we thought we knew about the world we see.
This Ugly Civilization - Harry Elmer Barnes 2019-09-15
There are three basic themes in Ralph Borsodi's This Ugly Civilization a
critique of modern industrial civilization, achieving personal economic
independence, and maximizing individual potential. Borsodi advocates a
lifestyle of self-reliance and decentralized power, and outlines how it can
be realized either by one man or by all. The logical steps are given for
moving beyond a "victory garden" so that each of us may cultivate a
human-scale existence compatible with nature and the pursuit of the
good life.Received with great interest upon release in 1929, This Ugly
Civilization offered a course of action for those who were soon facing the
Great Depression. The book again found an audience during the
rationing and instability of World War II. This Ugly Civilization and
Borsodi's subsequent Flight from the City (1933) became "bibles" to
many in the successive "back-to-the-land" movements that occur every
generation. His ideas gained further momentum among young people
looking for answers in the 1960s and 70s. The indefatigable Mildred
Loomis, the greatest advocate of Borsodi's work, even garnered the
nickname "grandmother of the counterculture." Within another decade,
the punk-inspired DIY movement would rail against centralizing
authority and encourage the creation of a new culture of selfdetermination-although such radical ideas were hardly new, as Borsodi's
book shows.This Ugly Civilization rejects the reign of quantity over
quality in both man and machine, along with the concomitant rise of
consumerism and groupthink. Above and beyond mere self-sufficiency,
Barsodi champions an appreciation of beauty, uniqueness and
craftsmanship over the factory conformity being imposed in every sector
of life. He has written a pragmatic, poetic and philosophical work that
will speak to every thoughtful nonconformist. It represents an early seed
of the Green Revolution that continues to promote health, comfort and
independence. It is about living a whole, organic life and developing the
potential of the individual, the family and the surrounding community.
The Fabric of Civilization - Virginia Postrel 2020-11-10
From Paleolithic flax to 3D knitting, explore the global history of textiles
and the world they weave together in this enthralling and educational
guide. The story of humanity is the story of textiles -- as old as civilization
itself. Since the first thread was spun, the need for textiles has driven
technology, business, politics, and culture. In The Fabric of Civilization,
Virginia Postrel synthesizes groundbreaking research from archaeology,
economics, and science to reveal a surprising history. From Minoans
exporting wool colored with precious purple dye to Egypt, to Romans
arrayed in costly Chinese silk, the cloth trade paved the crossroads of the
ancient world. Textiles funded the Renaissance and the Mughal Empire;
they gave us banks and bookkeeping, Michelangelo's David and the Taj
Mahal. The cloth business spread the alphabet and arithmetic, propelled
chemical research, and taught people to think in binary code.
Assiduously researched and deftly narrated, The Fabric of Civilization
tells the story of the world's most influential commodity.
The Decline and Fall of Civilisations - Kerry Bolton 2017-09-14
Dr. Kerry Bolton surveys the major civilisations of the past. The features
that are most celebrated today as the epitome of 'progress' - decadence,
self-indulgence, materialism - that make us uniquely 'enlightened', have
all been recorded throughout history as the symptoms of a terminally ill
civilisation.
How the Irish Saved Civilization - Thomas Cahill 2010-04-28
The perfect St. Patrick's Day gift, and a book in the best tradition of
popular history -- the untold story of Ireland's role in maintaining
Western culture while the Dark Ages settled on Europe. Every year
millions of Americans celebrate St. Patrick's Day, but they may not be
aware of how great an influence St. Patrick was on the subsequent
history of civilization. Not only did he bring Christianity to Ireland, he
instilled a sense of literacy and learning that would create the conditions
that allowed Ireland to become "the isle of saints and scholars" -- and
thus preserve Western culture while Europe was being overrun by
barbarians. In this entertaining and compelling narrative, Thomas Cahill
tells the story of how Europe evolved from the classical age of Rome to
the medieval era. Without Ireland, the transition could not have taken
place. Not only did Irish monks and scribes maintain the very record of
Western civilization -- copying manuscripts of Greek and Latin writers,
both pagan and Christian, while libraries and learning on the continent
were forever lost -- they brought their uniquely Irish world-view to the
task. As Cahill delightfully illustrates, so much of the liveliness we
associate with medieval culture has its roots in Ireland. When the seeds
of culture were replanted on the European continent, it was from Ireland
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that they were germinated. In the tradition of Barbara Tuchman's A
Distant Mirror, How The Irish Saved Civilization reconstructs an era that
few know about but which is central to understanding our past and our
cultural heritage. But it conveys its knowledge with a winking wit that
aptly captures the sensibility of the unsung Irish who relaunched
civilization. BONUS MATERIAL: This ebook edition includes an excerpt
from Thomas Cahill's Heretics and Heroes.
The Roman Guide to Slave Management - Jerry Toner 2014-09-04
Having spent most of his life managing his servants—many of them
prisoners from Rome’s military conquests—he decided to write a kind of
owner’s manual for his friends and countrymen. The result, The Roman
Guide to Slave Management, is a sly, subversive guide to the realities of
servitude in ancient Rome. Cambridge scholar Jerry Toner uses Falx, his
fictional but true-to-life creation, to describe where and how to Romans
bought slaves, how they could tell an obedient worker from a
troublemaker, and even how the ruling class reacted to the inevitable
slave revolts. Toner also adds commentary throughout, analyzing the
callous words and casual brutality of Falx and his compatriots and
putting it all in context for the modern reader. Written with a deep
knowledge of ancient culture—and the depths of its cruelty—this is the
Roman Empire as you’ve never seen it before.
Savages and Civilization - Jack Weatherford 2010-05-19
In Indian Givers and Native Roots, renowned anthropologist Jack
Weatherford opened the eyes of tens of thousands of readers to the clash
between Native American and European cultures. Now, in his brilliant
new book, Weatherford broadens his focus to examine how civilization
threatens to obliterate unique tribal and ethnic cultures around the
world -- and in the process imperils its own existence. As Weatherford
explains, the relationship between "civilized" and "savage" peoples
through history has encompassed not only violence, but also a surprising
degree of cooperation, mutual influence, trade, and intermarriage. But
this relationship has now entered a critical stage everywhere in the
world, as indigenous peoples fiercely resist the onslaught of a global
civilization that will obliterate their identities. Savages and Civilization
powerfully demonstrates that our survival as a species is based not on a
choice between savages and civilization, but rather on a commitment to
their vital coexistence.
The Renaissance - Will Durant 2011-06-07
The Story of Civilization, Volume V: A history of civilization in Italy from
1304-1576. This is the fifth volume of the classic, Pulitzer Prize-winning
series.
Encounters with Civilizations - Gezim Alpion 2017-09-29
Encounters with Civilizations is a broad-ranging work, uniting sweeping
themes such as history, culture, the media, social issues, and politics.
Building around comparative analyses of aspects of Albanian, Egyptian,
British, and Indian cultures, Alpion addresses the problems people
experience in their encounters with civilizations different from their birth
cultures.The course of history has made the confrontation and
comingling of different cultures inevitable. It has also engendered
ambivalence toward the cultures involved, including a desire to emulate
the new culture, or resentment, or conflicting attitudes toward the
relative strength or weakness of both birth and new cultures. Alpion
describes how Egyptian culture and politics have been shaped by foreign
domination while retaining ancient customs at the social level. In
comparison, Great Britain has been an imperial power whose cultural
preeminence has shaped the images of smaller countries in the eyes of
the world. Alpion writes of English images of his native Albania and
offers a penetrating analysis of Mother Teresa as a Christian missionary
in Hindu and Muslim India, focusing on her cultural presentation via the
media and the cult of celebrity.Whether discussing the customs of
Egyptian coffee houses or Alexander the Great as a defining figure in
Western and Eastern culture, Alpion grasps the impact of these cultural
encounters. He makes us aware that understanding and resolving such
differences involves considering ultimate issues of life and death.
Technics and Civilization - Lewis Mumford 2010-10-30
Technics and Civilization first presented its compelling history of the
machine and critical study of its effects on civilization in 1934—before
television, the personal computer, and the Internet even appeared on our
periphery. Drawing upon art, science, philosophy, and the history of
culture, Lewis Mumford explained the origin of the machine age and
traced its social results, asserting that the development of modern
technology had its roots in the Middle Ages rather than the Industrial
Revolution. Mumford sagely argued that it was the moral, economic, and
political choices we made, not the machines that we used, that
determined our then industrially driven economy. Equal parts powerful
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history and polemic criticism, Technics and Civilization was the first
comprehensive attempt in English to portray the development of the
machine age over the last thousand years—and to predict the pull the
technological still holds over us today. “The questions posed in the first
paragraph of Technics and Civilization still deserve our attention, nearly
three quarters of a century after they were written.”—Journal of
Technology and Culture
The Bluest Eye - Toni Morrison 2007-05-08
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • From the acclaimed Nobel Prize winner—a
powerful examination of our obsession with beauty and conformity that
asks questions about race, class, and gender with characteristic subtly
and grace. In Morrison’s acclaimed first novel, Pecola Breedlove—an 11year-old Black girl in an America whose love for its blond, blue-eyed
children can devastate all others—prays for her eyes to turn blue: so that
she will be beautiful, so that people will look at her, so that her world will
be different. This is the story of the nightmare at the heart of her
yearning, and the tragedy of its fulfillment. Here, Morrison’s writing is
“so precise, so faithful to speech and so charged with pain and wonder
that the novel becomes poetry” (The New York Times).
The Fate of Empires and Search for Survival - Sir John Bagot Glubb
1978-01-01
The Book that Made Your World - Vishal Mangalwadi 2012-10-24
Understand where we came from. Whether you're an avid student of the
Bible or a skeptic of its relevance, The Book That Made Your World will
transform your perception of its influence on virtually every facet of
Western civilization. Indian philosopher Vishal Mangalwadi reveals the
personal motivation that fueled his own study of the Bible and
systematically illustrates how its precepts became the framework for
societal structure throughout the last millennium. From politics and
science, to academia and technology, the Bible's sacred copy became the
key that unlocked the Western mind. Through Mangalwadi's wideranging and fascinating investigation, you'll discover: What triggered the
West's passion for scientific, medical, and technological advancement
How the biblical notion of human dignity informs the West's social
structure and how it intersects with other worldviews How the Bible
created a fertile ground for women to find social and economic
empowerment How the Bible has uniquely equipped the West to cultivate
compassion, human rights, prosperity, and strong families The role of the
Bible in the transformation of education How the modern literary notion
of a hero has been shaped by the Bible's archetypal protagonist Journey
with Mangalwadi as he examines the origins of a civilization's greatness
and the misguided beliefs that threaten to unravel its progress. Learn
how the Bible transformed the social, political, and religious institutions
that have sustained Western culture for the past millennium, and
discover how secular corruption endangers the stability and longevity of
Western civilization. Endorsements: “This is an extremely significant
piece of work with huge global implications. Vishal brings a timely
message.” (Ravi Zacharias, author, Walking from East to West and
Beyond Opinion) “In polite society, the mere mention of the Bible often
introduces a certain measure of anxiety. A serious discussion on the
Bible can bring outright contempt. Therefore, it is most refreshing to
encounter this engaging and informed assessment of the Bible’s
profound impact on the modern world. Where Bloom laments the closing
of the American mind, Mangalwadi brings a refreshing optimism.”
(Stanley Mattson, founder and president, C. S. Lewis Foundation) “Vishal
Mangalwadi recounts history in very broad strokes, always using his
cross-cultural perspectives for highlighting the many benefits of biblical
principles in shaping civilization.” (George Marsden, professor,
University of Notre Dame; author, Fundamentalism and American
Culture)
Dirt - David R. Montgomery 2007-05-14
Dirt, soil, call it what you want—it's everywhere we go. It is the root of
our existence, supporting our feet, our farms, our cities. This fascinating
yet disquieting book finds, however, that we are running out of dirt, and
it's no laughing matter. An engaging natural and cultural history of soil
that sweeps from ancient civilizations to modern times, Dirt: The Erosion
of Civilizations explores the compelling idea that we are—and have long
been—using up Earth's soil. Once bare of protective vegetation and
exposed to wind and rain, cultivated soils erode bit by bit, slowly enough
to be ignored in a single lifetime but fast enough over centuries to limit
the lifespan of civilizations. A rich mix of history, archaeology and
geology, Dirt traces the role of soil use and abuse in the history of
Mesopotamia, Ancient Greece, the Roman Empire, China, European
colonialism, Central America, and the American push westward. We see
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how soil has shaped us and we have shaped soil—as society after society
has risen, prospered, and plowed through a natural endowment of fertile
dirt. David R. Montgomery sees in the recent rise of organic and no-till
farming the hope for a new agricultural revolution that might help us
avoid the fate of previous civilizations.
States, Civilisations and the Reset of World Order - Richard Higgott
2021-09-17
This book evaluates the current state of world (dis)order at a time of
growing populism, nationalism and pandemic panic. It distils the
implications of the ‘civilisational state’ for world order. The retreat of US
leadership is mirrored by the decline of both the material and normative
liberal multilateral infrastructure it supported. Meanwhile, the rise of
China as a challenger is accompanied in political, economic and cultural
terms by other emerging powers no longer bound to the norms of 20th
century world affairs, notably Turkey, India, China and Russia. By
emphasising a cultural lens of analysis alongside robust political and
economic analysis, the author offers a prescriptive agenda for the
coming post-pandemic age that recognises the changing powers of
civilisational, state and hybrid non-state actors. Without overestimating
their probabilities, he outlines prospects and preconditions for effective
inter-civilisational dialogue and proposes a series of minimal conditions
for a multilateral ‘reset’. This book will appeal to public and private
decision-makers, the media, the educated lay public and civil society
actors interested in the rise of civilisational politics and its possible
consequences for world affairs. It will be of particular interest to
students and researchers in the fields of politics, international relations,
international political economy, geopolitics, strategic studies, foreign
policy and social psychology.
Fahrenheit 451 - Ray Bradbury 2003-09-23
A totalitarian regime has ordered all books to be destroyed, but one of
the book burners suddenly realizes their merit.
Pompeii - Mary Beard 2010-07-09
WINNER OF THE WOLFSON HISTORY PRIZE 2008 'The world's most
controversial classicist debunks our movie-style myths about the Roman
town with meticulous scholarship and propulsive energy' Laura
Silverman, Daily Mail The ruins of Pompeii, buried by an explosion of
Vesuvius in 79 CE, offer the best evidence we have of everyday life in the
Roman empire. This remarkable book rises to the challenge of making
sense of those remains, as well as exploding many myths: the very date
of the eruption, probably a few months later than usually thought; or the
hygiene of the baths which must have been hotbeds of germs; or the
legendary number of brothels, most likely only one; or the massive death
count, maybe less than ten per cent of the population. An extraordinary

civilisations-how-do-we-look-the-eye-of-faith-as-seen-on-tv

and involving portrait of an ancient town, its life and its continuing rediscovery, by Britain's favourite classicist.
Walls - David Frye 2019-08-27
“A lively popular history of an oft-overlooked element in the development
of human society” (Library Journal)—walls—and a haunting and eyeopening saga that reveals a startling link between what we build and
how we live. With esteemed historian David Frye as our raconteur-guide
in Walls, which Publishers Weekly praises as “informative, relevant, and
thought-provoking,” we journey back to a time before barriers of brick
and stone even existed—to an era in which nomadic tribes vied for scarce
resources, and each man was bred to a life of struggle. Ultimately, those
same men would create edifices of mud, brick, and stone, and with them
effectively divide humanity: on one side were those the walls protected;
on the other, those the walls kept out. The stars of this narrative are the
walls themselves—rising up in places as ancient and exotic as
Mesopotamia, Babylon, Greece, China, Rome, Mongolia, Afghanistan, the
lower Mississippi, and even Central America. As we journey across time
and place, we discover a hidden, thousand-mile-long wall in Asia's
steppes; learn of bizarre Spartan rituals; watch Mongol chieftains lead
their miles-long hordes; witness the epic siege of Constantinople; chill at
the fate of French explorers; marvel at the folly of the Maginot Line;
tense at the gathering crisis in Cold War Berlin; gape at Hollywood’s
gated royalty; and contemplate the wall mania of our own era. Hailed by
Kirkus Reviews as “provocative, well-written, and—with walls rising
everywhere on the planet—timely,” Walls gradually reveals the startling
ways that barriers have affected our psyches. The questions this book
summons are both intriguing and profound: Did walls make civilization
possible? And can we live without them? Find out in this masterpiece of
historical recovery and preeminent storytelling.
Beyond Civilization - Daniel Quinn 2009-02-04
In Beyond Civilization, Daniel Quinn thinks the unthinkable. We all know
there's no one right way to build a bicycle, no one right way to design an
automobile, no one right way to make a pair of shoes, but we're
convinced that there must be only one right way to live -- and the one we
have is it, no matter what. Beyond Civilization makes practical sense of
the vision of Daniel Quinn's best-selling novel Ishmael. Examining
ancient civilizations such as the Maya and the Olmec, as well as modernday microcosms of alternative living like circus societies, Quinn guides
us on a quest for a new model for society, one that is forward-thinking
and encourages diversity instead of suppressing it. Beyond Civilization is
not about a "New World Order" but a "New Personal World Order" that
would allow people to assert control over their own destiny and grant
them the freedom to create their own way of life right now -- not in some
distant utopian future.
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