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Lords of the Horizons - Jason Goodwin 2014-06-10
Since the Turks first shattered the glory of the French crusaders in 1396, the Ottoman Empire has exerted
a long, strong pull on Western minds. For six hundred years, the Empire swelled and declined. Islamic,
martial, civilized, and tolerant, in three centuries it advanced from the dusty foothills of Anatolia to rule on
the Danube and the Nile; at the Empire's height, Indian rajahs and the kings of France beseeched its aid.
For the next three hundred years the Empire seemed ready to collapse, a prodigy of survival and decay.
Early in the twentieth century it fell. In this dazzling evocation of its power, Jason Goodwin explores how
the Ottomans rose and how, against all odds, they lingered on. In the process he unfolds a sequence of
mysteries, triumphs, treasures, and terrors unknown to most American readers. This was a place where
pillows spoke and birds were fed in the snow; where time itself unfolded at a different rate and clocks were
banned; where sounds were different, and even the hyacinths too strong to sniff. Dramatic and passionate,
comic and gruesome, Lords of the Horizons is a history, a travel book, and a vision of a lost world all in one.
Strolling Through Istanbul - Sumner-Boyd 2016-05-06
First published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
The Senecans - Peter Stothard 2016-09-27
A year after the death of Margaret Thatcher, a young historian arrives to ask Peter Stothard, Editor of the
Time Literary Supplement and former editor of The Time, some sharp questions about his memories of the
Thatcher era. During the interview the offices from where he long observed British politics are being
systematically flattened by wrecking balls. From the dust and destruction of a collapsing newspaper plant
emerge portraits of the Senecans, four of the men who made the Thatcher court so different from that of
her successors. As well as love of Britain's first female Prime Minister they shared strange Latin lessons in
a crumbling riverside bar. They took their name from their taste for the work of Lucius Annaeus Seneca, a
pioneer writer from Cordoba in Roman Spain, a philosopher, courtier and acquirer of massive wealth from
the age of the Emperor Nero.Blending memoir with ancient and modern politics in the manner of his
acclaimed diaries, Spartacus Road and Alexandria, Peter Stothard sheds a sideways light on Margaret
Thatcher's "believing age", a personal picture of our recent history. In finally identifying his interviewer he
also answers questions about his own literary and political journey.
Istanbul Istanbul - Burhan Sönmez 2016-05-05
“Istanbul, Istanbul turns on the tension between the confines of a prison cell and the vastness of the
imagination; between the vulnerable borders of the body and the unassailable depths of the mind. This is a
harrowing, riveting novel, as unforgettable as it is inescapable.” —Dale Peck, author of Visions and
Revisions “A wrenching love poem to Istanbul told between torture sessions by four prisoners in their cell
beneath the city. An ode to pain in which Dostoevsky meets The Decameron.” —John Ralston Saul, author of
On Equilibrium; former president, PEN International “Istanbul is a city of a million cells, and every cell is
an Istanbul unto itself.” Below the ancient streets of Istanbul, four prisoners—Demirtay the student, the
doctor, Kamo the barber, and Uncle Küheylan—sit, awaiting their turn at the hands of their wardens. When
they are not subject to unimaginable violence, the condemned tell one another stories about the city,
shaded with love and humor, to pass the time. Quiet laughter is the prisoners’ balm, delivered through
parables and riddles. Gradually, the underground narrative turns into a narrative of the above-ground.
Initially centered around people, the book comes to focus on the city itself. And we discover there is as
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much suffering and hope in the Istanbul above ground as there is in the cells underground. Despite its
apparently bleak setting, this novel—translated into seventeen languages—is about creation, compassion,
and the ultimate triumph of the imagination.
A Field Guide to Lies - Daniel J. Levitin 2019-11-19
Winner of the National Business Book Award From the New York Times bestselling author of The Organized
Mind and This Is Your Brain on Music, a primer to the critical thinking that is more necessary now than
ever We are bombarded with more information each day than our brains can process—especially in election
season. It's raining bad data, half-truths, and even outright lies. New York Times bestselling author Daniel
J. Levitin shows how to recognize misleading announcements, statistics, graphs, and written reports,
revealing the ways lying weasels can use them. It's becoming harder to separate the wheat from the digital
chaff. How do we distinguish misinformation, pseudo-facts, and distortions from reliable information?
Levitin groups his field guide into two categories—statistical information and faulty arguments—ultimately
showing how science is the bedrock of critical thinking. Infoliteracy means understanding that there are
hierarchies of source quality and bias that variously distort our information feeds via every media channel,
including social media. We may expect newspapers, bloggers, the government, and Wikipedia to be
factually and logically correct, but they so often aren't. We need to think critically about the words and
numbers we encounter if we want to be successful at work, at play, and in making the most of our lives.
This means checking the plausibility and reasoning—not passively accepting information, repeating it, and
making decisions based on it. Readers learn to avoid the extremes of passive gullibility and cynical
rejection. Levitin's charming, entertaining, accessible guide can help anyone wake up to a whole lot of
things that aren't so. And catch some weasels in their tracks!
Istanbul - Bettany Hughes 2017-09-19
Istanbul has long been a place where stories and histories collide, where perception is as potent as fact.
From the Koran to Shakespeare, this city with three names--Byzantium, Constantinople, Istanbul -resonates as an idea and a place, real and imagined. Standing as the gateway between East and West,
North and South, it has been the capital city of the Roman, Byzantine, and Ottoman Empires. For much of
its history it was the very center of the world, known simply as "The City," but, as Bettany Hughes reveals,
Istanbul is not just a city, but a global story. In this epic new biography, Hughes takes us on a dazzling
historical journey from the Neolithic to the present, through the many incarnations of one of the world's
greatest cities--exploring the ways that Istanbul's influence has spun out to shape the wider world. Hughes
investigates what it takes to make a city and tells the story not just of emperors, viziers, caliphs, and
sultans, but of the poor and the voiceless, of the women and men whose aspirations and dreams have
continuously reinvented Istanbul. Written with energy and animation, award-winning historian Bettany
Hughes deftly guides readers through Istanbul's rich layers of history. Based on meticulous research and
new archaeological evidence, this captivating portrait of the momentous life of Istanbul is visceral,
immediate, and authoritative -- narrative history at its finest.
Turkish Awakening - Alev Scott 2014-03-04
Born in London to a Turkish mother and British father, Alev Scott moved to Istanbul to discover what it
means to be Turkish in a country going through rapid political and social change, with an extraordinary
past still linked to Mustafa Kemal Ataturk and an ever more surprising present under the leadership of
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Recep Tayyip Erdogan. From the European buzz of modern-day Constantinople to the Arabic-speaking
towns of the south-east, Turkish Awakening investigates mass migration, urbanisation and economics in a
country moving swiftly towards a new position on the world stage. This is the story of discovering a
complex country from the outside-in, a candid account of overturned preconceptions and fresh
understanding. Relating wide-ranging interviews and colourful personal experience, the author charts the
evolving course of a country bursting with surprises - none more dramatic than the unexpected political
protests of 2013 in Taksim Square, which have brought to light the emerging demands of a newly
awakened Turkish people. Mass migration, urbanisation and a growing awareness of human rights have
changed the social, economic and physical landscapes of a powerful country, and the 2013 protests were
just one indication of the changes afoot in today's Turkey. Threatened as it is by recent developments in
Syria and Iraq and the approaching danger of ISIS. Encompassing topics as varied as Aegean camel
wrestling, transgender prostitution, politicised soap operas and riot tourism, this is a revelatory, at times
humorous, at times moving, portrait of a country which is coming of age.
The Hemlock Cup - Bettany Hughes 2011-01-25
We think the way we do because Socrates thought the way he did. His aphorism 'The unexamined life is not
worth living' may have originated twenty-five centuries ago, but it is a founding principle of modern life.
For seventy years Socrates was a vigorous citizen of Golden Age Athens, philosophising in the squares and
public arenas rather than in the courts of kings, before his beloved city turned on him, condemning him to
death by poison. Socrates lived in and contributed to a city that nurtured key ingredients of contemporary
civilisation - democracy, liberty, science, drama, rational thought - yet, as he wrote almost nothing down, he
himself is an enigmatic figure. In The Hemlock Cup, acclaimed historian Bettany Hughes gives Socrates the
biography he deserves, painstakingly piecing together Socrates' life and using fresh evidence to get closer
to the man who asked 'how should we live?' - a question as relevant now as it has ever been.
Istanbul - Thomas F. Madden 2016-11-22
One of Time’s 12 Books for the History Buffs on Your Holiday Gift List The first single-volume history of
Istanbul in decades: a biography of the city at the center of civilizations past and present. For more than
two millennia Istanbul has stood at the crossroads of the world, perched at the very tip of Europe, gazing
across the shores of Asia. The history of this city--known as Byzantium, then Constantinople, now Istanbul-is at once glorious, outsized, and astounding. Founded by the Greeks, its location blessed it as a center for
trade but also made it a target of every empire in history, from Alexander the Great and his Macedonian
Empire to the Romans and later the Ottomans. At its most spectacular Emperor Constantine I re-founded
the city as New Rome, the capital of the eastern Roman empire, and dramatically expanded the city, filling
it with artistic treasures, and adorning the streets with opulent palaces. Around it all Constantine built new
walls, truly impregnable, that preserved power, wealth, and withstood any aggressor--walls that still stand
for tourists to visit. From its ancient past to the present, we meet the city through its ordinary citizens--the
Jews, Muslims, Italians, Greeks, and Russians who used the famous baths and walked the bazaars--and the
rulers who built it up and then destroyed it, including Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the man who christened the
city "Istanbul" in 1930. Thomas F. Madden's entertaining narrative brings to life the city we see today,
including the rich splendor of the churches and monasteries that spread throughout the city. Istanbul
draws on a lifetime of study and the latest scholarship, transporting readers to a city of unparalleled
importance and majesty that holds the key to understanding modern civilization. In the words of Napoleon
Bonaparte, "If the Earth were a single state, Istanbul would be its capital."
Under Another Sky - Charlotte Higgins 2015-08-04
What does Roman Britain mean to us now? How were its physical remains rediscovered and made sense of?
How has it been reimagined, in story and song and verse? Sometimes on foot, sometimes in a magnificent,
if not entirely reliable, VW camper van, Charlotte Higgins sets out to explore the ancient monuments of
Roman Britain. She explores the land that was once Rome’s northernmost territory and how it has changed
since the years after the empire fell. Under Another Sky invites us to see the British landscape, and British
history, in an entirely fresh way: as indelibly marked by how the Romans first imagined and wrote, these
strange and exotic islands, perched on the edge of the known world, into existence.
Midnight at the Pera Palace: The Birth of Modern Istanbul - Charles King 2014-09-15
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“Timely . . . brilliant . . . hugely enjoyable, magnificently researched and deeply absorbing.”—Jason
Goodwin, New York Times Book Review At midnight, December 31, 1925, citizens of the newly proclaimed
Turkish Republic celebrated the New Year. For the first time ever, they had agreed to use a nationally
unified calendar and clock. Yet in Istanbul—an ancient crossroads and Turkey's largest city—people were
looking toward an uncertain future. Never purely Turkish, Istanbul was home to generations of Greeks,
Armenians, and Jews, as well as Muslims. It welcomed White Russian nobles ousted by the Russian
Revolution, Bolshevik assassins on the trail of the exiled Leon Trotsky, German professors, British
diplomats, and American entrepreneurs—a multicultural panoply of performers and poets, do-gooders and
ne’er-do-wells. During the Second World War, thousands of Jews fleeing occupied Europe found passage
through Istanbul, some with the help of the future Pope John XXIII. At the Pera Palace, Istanbul's most
luxurious hotel, so many spies mingled in the lobby that the manager posted a sign asking them to
relinquish their seats to paying guests. In beguiling prose and rich character portraits, Charles King brings
to life a remarkable era when a storied city stumbled into the modern world and reshaped the meaning of
cosmopolitanism.
Istanbul - Orhan Pamuk 2006-12-05
From the Nobel Prize winner and acclaimed author of My Name is Red comes a portrait of Istanbul by its
foremost writer, revealing the melancholy that comes of living amid the ruins of a lost empire. "Delightful,
profound, marvelously origina.... Pamuk tells the story of the city through the eyes of memory." —The
Washington Post Book World A shimmering evocation, by turns intimate and panoramic, of one of the
world’s great cities, by its foremost writer. Orhan Pamuk was born in Istanbul and still lives in the family
apartment building where his mother first held him in her arms. His portrait of his city is thus also a selfportrait, refracted by memory and the melancholy—or hüzün—that all Istanbullus share. With cinematic
fluidity, Pamuk moves from his glamorous, unhappy parents to the gorgeous, decrepit mansions
overlooking the Bosphorus; from the dawning of his self-consciousness to the writers and painters—both
Turkish and foreign—who would shape his consciousness of his city. Like Joyce’s Dublin and Borges’
Buenos Aires, Pamuk’s Istanbul is a triumphant encounter of place and sensibility, beautifully written and
immensely moving.
Turkey: A Short History - Norman Stone 2014-06-17
"Arresting … Stone’s Turkey breaks the popular mould and introduces its readers to a place beyond their
presumptions" —The Sunday Times In Turkey: A Short History the celebrated historian Norman Stone
deftly conducts the reader through the fascinating and complex story of Turkey’s past, from the arrival of
the Seljuks in Anatolia in the eleventh century to the modern republic applying for EU membership in the
twenty-first. It is an account of epic proportions, featuring rapacious leaders such as Genghis Khan and
Tamerlane, the glories of Sultan Süleyman the Magnificent, and Kemal Atatürk, the reforming genius and
founder of modern Turkey. For six hundred years Turkey was at the heart of the Ottoman Empire, a
superpower that brought Islam to the gates of Vienna and stretched to North Africa, the Persian Gulf, and
the river Volga. Stone examines the reasons for the astonishing rise and the long decline of this world
empire and how for its last hundred years it became the center of the Eastern Question, as the Great
Powers argued over a regime in its death throes. Then, as now, the position of Turkey—a country balanced
between two continents—provoked passionate debate. Stone concludes the book with a trenchant
examination of the Turkish republic created in the aftermath of the First World War, where East and West,
religion and secularism, and tradition and modernization are vibrant and sometimes conflicting elements of
national identity.
The Bridge of the Golden Horn - Emine Sevgi Özdamar 2007
Caught between two cultures and languages: the immigrant condition
Venus and Aphrodite - Bettany Hughes 2020-09-22
A cultural history of the goddess of love, from a New York Times bestselling and award-winning historian.
Aphrodite was said to have been born from the sea, rising out of a froth of white foam. But long before the
Ancient Greeks conceived of this voluptuous blonde, she existed as an early spirit of fertility on the shores
of Cyprus -- and thousands of years before that, as a ferocious warrior-goddess in the Middle East. Proving
that this fabled figure is so much more than an avatar of commercialized romance, historian Bettany
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Hughes reveals the remarkable lifestory of one of antiquity's most potent myths. Venus and Aphrodite
brings together ancient art, mythology, and archaeological revelations to tell the story of human desire.
From Mesopotamia to modern-day London, from Botticelli to Beyoncé, Hughes explains why this immortal
goddess continues to entrance us today -- and how we trivialize her power at our peril.
Helen of Troy - Bettany Hughes 2007-01-09
For 3,000 years, the woman known as Helen of Troy has been both the ideal symbol of beauty and a
reminder of the terrible power beauty can wield.In her search for the identity behind this mythic figure,
acclaimed historian Bettany Hughes uses Homer’s account of Helen’s life to frame her own investigation.
Tracing the cultural impact that Helen has had on both the ancient world and Western civilization, Hughes
explores Helen’s role and representations in literature and in art throughout the ages. This is a masterly
work of historical inquiry about one of the world’s most famous women.
Nostalgia for the Empire - M. Hakan Yavuz 2020-07-23
Making a country great again is a theme for nationalist authoritarians. Across countries with past
experience as great powers, nationalist politicians typically harken back to a golden age. In Nostalgia for
Empire, Hakan Yavuz focuses on how this trend is playing out in Turkey, a nation that lost its empire a
century ago and which is now ruled by a nationalist authoritarian who invokes nostalgia for the Ottoman
era to buttress his power. Yavuz delves into the social and political origins of expressions of nostalgia for
the Ottoman Empire among various groups in Turkey. Exploring why and how certain segments of Turkish
society has selectively brought the Ottoman Empire back into public consciousness, Yavuz traces how
memory of the Ottoman period has changed. He draws from Turkish literature, mainstream history books,
and other cultural products from the 1940s to the twenty-first century to illustrate the transformation. He
finds that two key aspects of Turkish literature are, on the one hand, its criticism of the Jacobin
modernization of Turkey under Ataturk, and on the other a desire to search the Ottoman past for an
alternative political language. Yavuz goes onto to explain how major political actors, including President
Erdogan, utilize the concept of empire to craft distinctive conceptualizations of nationalism, Islam, and
Ottomanism that exploit national nostalgia. As remembered today, the Ottoman past seems to be grounded
in contemporary conservative Islamic values. The combination of these memories and values generates a
portrait of Turkey as a victim of major powers, besieged by imagined enemies both internal and external. In
mapping out how nostalgia is crafted and spread, this book not only sheds light on Turkey's unique case but
also deepens our understanding of nationalism, religion, and modernity.
The Lost City of Z - David Grann 2009-02-24
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the author of Killers of the Flower Moon comes a masterpiece
of narrative nonfiction that unravels the greatest exploration mystery of the twentieth century—the story of
the legendary British explorer who ventured into the Amazon jungle in search of a fabled civilization and
never returned. “Suspenseful…rollicking.” —The New York Times In 1925, Percy Fawcett went into the
Amazon jungle, in search of a fabled civilization. He never returned. Over the years countless perished
trying to find evidence of his party and the place he called “The Lost City of Z.” In this masterpiece,
journalist David Grann interweaves the spellbinding stories of Fawcett’s quest for “Z” and his own journey
into the deadly jungle. Look for David Grann’s new book, The Wager, coming in April 2023!
Constantinople - Philip Mansel 2011-11-10
Philip Mansel's highly acclaimed history absorbingly charts the interaction between the vibrantly
cosmopolitan capital of Constantinople - the city of the world's desire - and its ruling family. In 1453,
Mehmed the Conqueror entered Constantinople on a white horse, beginning an Ottoman love affair with the
city that lasted until 1924, when the last Caliph hurriedly left on the Orient Express. For almost five
centuries Constantinople, with its enormous racial and cultural diversity, was the centre of the dramatic
and often depraved story of an extraordinary dynasty.
Istanbul - Bettany Hughes 2019-03-05
Istanbul has long been a place where stories and histories collide, where perception is as potent as fact.
From the Koran to Shakespeare, this city with three names--Byzantium, Constantinople, Istanbul--resonates
as an idea and a place, real and imagined. Standing as the gateway between East and West, North and
South, it has been the capital city of the Roman, Byzantine, and Ottoman Empires. For much of its history it
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was the very center of the world, known simply as "The City," but, as Bettany Hughes reveals, Istanbul is
not just a city, but a global story. In this epic new biography, Hughes takes us on a dazzling historical
journey from the Neolithic to the present, through the many incarnations of one of the world's greatest
cities--exploring the ways that Istanbul's influence has spun out to shape the wider world. Hughes
investigates what it takes to make a city and tells the story not just of emperors, viziers, caliphs, and
sultans, but of the poor and the voiceless, of the women and men whose aspirations and dreams have
continuously reinvented Istanbul. Written with energy and animation, award-winning historian Bettany
Hughes deftly guides readers through Istanbul's rich layers of history. Based on meticulous research and
new archaeological evidence, this captivating portrait of the momentous life of Istanbul is visceral,
immediate, and authoritative--narrative history at its finest.
Helen of Troy - Bettany Hughes 2009-06-03
For 3,000 years, the woman known as Helen of Troy has been both the ideal symbol of beauty and a
reminder of the terrible power beauty can wield.In her search for the identity behind this mythic figure,
acclaimed historian Bettany Hughes uses Homer’s account of Helen’s life to frame her own investigation.
Tracing the cultural impact that Helen has had on both the ancient world and Western civilization, Hughes
explores Helen’s role and representations in literature and in art throughout the ages. This is a masterly
work of historical inquiry about one of the world’s most famous women.
The Book of Cairo - Ahmed Naji 2019-05-16
A corrupt police officer trawls the streets of Cairo on the most important assignment of his career: the
answer to the truth of all existence… A young journalist struggles over the obituary of a nightclub dancer…
A man slowly loses his mind in one of the city’s new desert developments.. There is a saying that, whoever
you are, if you come to Cairo you will find a hundred people just like you. For over a thousand years, the
city on the banks of the Nile has welcomed travellers from around the world. But in recent years Cairo has
also been a stage for expressions of short-lived hope, political disappointments and a violent repression that
can barely be written about. These ten short stories showcase some of the most exciting, emerging voices
in Egypt, guiding us through one of the world’s largest and most historic cities as it is today – from its
slums to its villas, its bars and its balconies, through its infamous traffic. Appearing in English for the first
time, these stories evoke the sadness and loss of the modern city, as well as its humour and beauty.
Translated by Adam Talib, Raphael Cohen, Basma Ghalayini, Thoraya El-Rayyes, Raph Cormack, Andrew
Leber, Ruth Ahmedzai Kemp, Elisabeth Jaquette, Kareem James Abu-Zeid & Yasmine Seale.
A Political History of the World - Jonathan Holslag 2018-10-25
A three-thousand year history of the world that examines the causes of war and the search for peace In
three thousand years of history, China has spent at least eleven centuries at war. The Roman Empire was in
conflict during at least 50 per cent of its lifetime. Since 1776, the United States has spent over one hundred
years at war. The dream of peace has been universal in the history of humanity. So why have we so rarely
been able to achieve it? In A Political History of the World, Jonathan Holslag has produced a sweeping
history of the world, from the Iron Age to the present, that investigates the causes of conflict between
empires, nations and peoples and the attempts at diplomacy and cosmopolitanism. A birds-eye view of three
thousand years of history, the book illuminates the forces shaping world politics from Ancient Egypt to the
Han Dynasty, the Pax Romana to the rise of Islam, the Peace of Westphalia to the creation of the United
Nations. This truly global approach enables Holslag to search for patterns across different eras and
regions, and explore larger questions about war, diplomacy, and power. Has trade fostered peace? What
are the limits of diplomacy? How does environmental change affect stability? Is war a universal sin of
power? At a time when the threat of nuclear war looms again, this is a much-needed history intended for
students of international politics, and anyone looking for a background on current events.
The Faith of Israel - William J. Dumbrell 2002-08
This comprehensive survey introduces students to the theological emphases of the entire Old Testament,
from Genesis through Malachi.
A Series of Unfortunate Events Collection: Books 4-6 - Lemony Snicket 2012-06-12
NOW A NETFLIX ORIGINAL SERIES A Warning from the Publisher: Imagine you are wearing a bandage
that needs to be removed. Are you the sort of person who tears the bandage right off, causing an enormous
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amount of pain in a short instance? Or do you prefer to spread your pain out over a longer period of time,
by slowly unpeeling the bandage from your injury? If you are the first type of person, then this three-book
electronic collection might be for you. All of the misery and woe available in three Lemony Snicket
volumes—The Miserable Mill, The Austere Academy, and The Ersatz Elevator—have been joined into one
compactly miserable package, so readers foolish enough to read about the Baudelaire orphans can be
unnerved in a slightly more economical fashion. If you are the second type of person, then volumes four
through six in A Series of Unfortunate Events might be for you. Even if you unwisely choose to read them at
a more leisurely pace, you will encounter such atrocities as poorly paid employees, a hypnotist, an evil
scheme, a gym teacher, dripping fungus, another evil scheme, a fake accent, three mysterious consonants,
a red herring, and at least one more evil scheme. Of course, most people would prefer not to be injured at
all. We salute these sensible people, who will doubtless not purchase any books by Lemony Snicket, no
matter how conveniently bundled.
The Sultan's Seal: A Novel (Kamil Pasha Novels) - Jenny White 2007-02-17
"A wonderful read…. An historical novel of the highest quality."—Iain Pears Rich in sensuous detail, this
first novel brilliantly captures the political and social upheavals of the waning Ottoman Empire. The naked
body of a young Englishwoman washes up in Istanbul wearing a pendant inscribed with the seal of the
deposed sultan. The death resembles the murder by strangulation of another English governess, a crime
that was never solved. Kamil Pasha, a magistrate in the new secular courts, sets out to find the killer, but
his dispassionate belief in science and modernity is shaken by betrayal and widening danger. In a lush,
mystical voice, a young Muslim woman, Jaanan, recounts her own relationships with one of the dead women
and her suspected killer. Were these political murders involving the palace or crimes of personal passion?
An absorbing tale that transports the reader to nineteenth-century Turkey, this novel is also a lyrical
meditation on the contradictory desires of the human soul. Reading group guide included. Includes the first
chapter of the next Kamil Pasha novel.
Ravenna - Judith Herrin 2022-04-12
A riveting history of the city that led the West out of the ruins of the Roman Empire At the end of the fourth
century, as the power of Rome faded and Constantinople became the seat of empire, a new capital city was
rising in the West. Here, in Ravenna on the coast of Italy, Arian Goths and Catholic Romans competed to
produce an unrivaled concentration of buildings and astonishing mosaics. For three centuries, the city
attracted scholars, lawyers, craftsmen, and religious luminaries, becoming a true cultural and political
capital. Bringing this extraordinary history marvelously to life, Judith Herrin rewrites the history of East
and West in the Mediterranean world before the rise of Islam and shows how, thanks to Byzantine
influence, Ravenna played a crucial role in the development of medieval Christendom. Drawing on deep,
original research, Herrin tells the personal stories of Ravenna while setting them in a sweeping synthesis of
Mediterranean and Christian history. She narrates the lives of the Empress Galla Placidia and the Gothic
king Theoderic and describes the achievements of an amazing cosmographer and a doctor who revived
Greek medical knowledge in Italy, demolishing the idea that the West just descended into the medieval
"Dark Ages." Beautifully illustrated and drawing on the latest archaeological findings, this monumental
book provides a bold new interpretation of Ravenna's lasting influence on the culture of Europe and the
West.
Oceans of Grain - Scott Reynolds Nelson 2022-02-22
A revelatory global history shows how cheap American grain toppled the world’s largest empires To
understand the rise and fall of empires, we must follow the paths traveled by grain—along rivers, between
ports, and across seas. In Oceans of Grain, historian Scott Reynolds Nelson reveals how the struggle to
dominate these routes transformed the balance of world power. Early in the nineteenth century, imperial
Russia fed much of Europe through the booming port of Odessa. But following the US Civil War, tons of
American wheat began to flood across the Atlantic, and food prices plummeted. This cheap foreign grain
spurred the rise of Germany and Italy, the decline of the Habsburgs and the Ottomans, and the European
scramble for empire. It was a crucial factor in the outbreak of the First World War and the Russian
Revolution. A powerful new interpretation, Oceans of Grain shows that amid the great powers’ rivalries,
there was no greater power than control of grain.
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Three Rings - Daniel Mendelsohn 2022-04-26
A memoir, biography, work of history, and literary criticism all in one, this moving book tells the story of
three exiled writers—Erich Auerbach, François Fénelon, and W. G. Sebald—and their relationship with the
classics, from Homer to Mimesis. In a genre-defying book hailed as “exquisite” (The New York Times) and
“spectacular” (The Times Literary Supplement), the best-selling memoirist and critic Daniel Mendelsohn
explores the mysterious links between the randomness of the lives we lead and the artfulness of the stories
we tell. Combining memoir, biography, history, and literary criticism, Three Rings weaves together the
stories of three exiled writers who turned to the classics of the past to create masterpieces of their
own—works that pondered the nature of narrative itself: Erich Auerbach, the Jewish philologist who fled
Hitler’s Germany and wrote his classic study of Western literature, Mimesis, in Istanbul; François Fénelon,
the seventeenth-century French archbishop whose ingenious sequel to the Odyssey, The Adventures of
Telemachus—a veiled critique of the Sun King and the best-selling book in Europe for a hundred
years—resulted in his banishment; and the German novelist W.G. Sebald, self-exiled to England, whose
distinctively meandering narratives explore Odyssean themes of displacement, nostalgia, and separation
from home. Intertwined with these tales of exile and artistic crisis is an account of Mendelsohn’s struggle to
write two of his own books—a family saga of the Holocaust and a memoir about reading the Odyssey with
his elderly father—that are haunted by tales of oppression and wandering. As Three Rings moves to its
startling conclusion, a climactic revelation about the way in which the lives of its three heroes were linked
across borders, languages, and centuries forces the reader to reconsider the relationship between narrative
and history, art and life.
The Silk Roads - Peter Frankopan 2016-02-16
Far more than a history of the Silk Roads, this book is truly a revelatory new history of the world, promising
to destabilize notions of where we come from and where we are headed next. From the Middle East and its
political instability to China and its economic rise, the vast region stretching eastward from the Balkans
across the steppe and South Asia has been thrust into the global spotlight in recent years. Frankopan
teaches us that to understand what is at stake for the cities and nations built on these intricate trade
routes, we must first understand their astounding pasts. Frankopan realigns our understanding of the
world, pointing us eastward. It was on the Silk Roads that East and West first encountered each other
through trade and conquest, leading to the spread of ideas, cultures and religions. From the rise and fall of
empires to the spread of Buddhism and the advent of Christianity and Islam, right up to the great wars of
the twentieth century—this book shows how the fate of the West has always been inextricably linked to the
East. Also available: The New Silk Roads, a timely exploration of the dramatic and profound changes our
world is undergoing right now—as seen from the perspective of the rising powers of the East.
Eastern Medieval Architecture - Robert Ousterhout 2019-08-26
The rich and diverse architectural traditions of the Eastern Mediterranean and adjacent regions are the
subject of this book. Representing the visual residues of a "forgotten" Middle Ages, the social and cultural
developments of the Byzantine Empire, the Caucasus, the Balkans, Russia, and the Middle East parallel the
more familiar architecture of Western Europe. The book offers an expansive view of the architectural
developments of the Byzantine Empire and areas under its cultural influence, as well as the intellectual
currents that lie behind their creation. The book alternates chapters that address chronological or
regionally-based developments with thematic studies that focus on the larger cultural concerns, as they are
expressed in architectural form.
The Taking of K-129 - Josh Dean 2017-09-05
An incredible true tale of espionage and engineering set at the height of the Cold War—a mix between The
Hunt for Red October and Argo—about how the CIA, the U.S. Navy, and America’s most eccentric mogul
spent six years and nearly a billion dollars to steal the nuclear-armed Soviet submarine K-129 after it had
sunk to the bottom of the Pacific Ocean; all while the Russians were watching. In the early hours of
February 25, 1968, a Russian submarine armed with three nuclear ballistic missiles set sail from its base in
Siberia on a routine combat patrol to Hawaii. Then it vanished. As the Soviet Navy searched in vain for the
lost vessel, a small, highly classified American operation using sophisticated deep-sea spy equipment found
it—wrecked on the sea floor at a depth of 16,800 feet, far beyond the capabilities of any salvage that
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existed. But the potential intelligence assets onboard the ship—the nuclear warheads, battle orders, and
cryptological machines—justified going to extreme lengths to find a way to raise the submarine. So began
Project Azorian, a top-secret mission that took six years, cost an estimated $800 million, and would become
the largest and most daring covert operation in CIA history. After the U.S. Navy declared retrieving the sub
“impossible,” the mission fell to the CIA's burgeoning Directorate of Science and Technology, the littleknown division responsible for the legendary U-2 and SR-71 Blackbird spy planes. Working with Global
Marine Systems, the country's foremost maker of exotic, deep-sea drilling vessels, the CIA commissioned
the most expensive ship ever built and told the world that it belonged to the reclusive billionaire Howard
Hughes, who would use the mammoth ship to mine rare minerals from the ocean floor. In reality, a complex
network of spies, scientists, and politicians attempted a project even crazier than Hughes’s reputation:
raising the sub directly under the watchful eyes of the Russians. The Taking of K-129 is a riveting, almost
unbelievable true-life tale of military history, engineering genius, and high-stakes spy-craft set during the
height of the Cold War, when nuclear annihilation was a constant fear, and the opportunity to gain even the
slightest advantage over your enemy was worth massive risk.
Ghost Empire - Richard Fidler 2016-08-01
'A brilliant reconstruction of the saga of power, glory, invasion and decay that is the one-thousand year
story of Constantinople. A truly marvellous book.' - Simon Winchester In 2014, Richard Fidler and his son
Joe made a journey to Istanbul. Fired by Richard's passion for the rich history of the dazzling Byzantine
Empire - centred around the legendary Constantinople - we are swept into some of the most extraordinary
tales in history. The clash of civilisations, the fall of empires, the rise of Christianity, revenge, lust, murder.
Turbulent stories from the past are brought vividly to life at the same time as a father navigates the
unfolding changes in his relationship with his son. GHOST EMPIRE is a revelation: a beautifully written ode
to a lost civilization, and a warmly observed father-son adventure far from home.
The Historian - Elizabeth Kostova 2005-06-01
The record-breaking phenomenon from Elizabeth Kostova is a celebrated masterpiece that "refashioned the
vampire myth into a compelling contemporary novel, a late-night page-turner" (San Francisco Chronicle).
Breathtakingly suspenseful and beautifully written, The Historian is the story of a young woman plunged
into a labyrinth where the secrets of her family’s past connect to an inconceivable evil: the dark fifteenthcentury reign of Vlad the Impaler and a time-defying pact that may have kept his awful work alive through
the ages. The search for the truth becomes an adventure of monumental proportions, taking us from
monasteries and dusty libraries to the capitals of Eastern Europe—in a feat of storytelling so rich, so
hypnotic, so exciting that it has enthralled readers around the world. “Part thriller, part history, part
romance...Kostova has a keen sense of storytelling and she has a marvelous tale to tell.” —Baltimore Sun
Istanbul - Bettany Hughes 2017-01-26
Istanbul has always been a place where stories and histories collide and crackle, where the idea is as potent
as the historical fact. From the Qu'ran to Shakespeare, this city with three names - Byzantium,
Constantinople, Istanbul - resonates as an idea and a place, and overspills its boundaries - real and
imagined. Standing as the gateway between the East and West, it has served as the capital of the Roman,
Byzantine, Latin and Ottoman Empires. For much of its history it was known simply as The City, but, as
Bettany Hughes reveals, Istanbul is not just a city, but a story. In this epic new biography, Hughes takes us
on a dazzling historical journey through the many incarnations of one of the world's greatest cities. As the
longest-lived political entity in Europe, over the last 6,000 years Istanbul has absorbed a mosaic of microcities and cultures all gathering around the core. At the latest count archaeologists have measured fortytwo human habitation layers. Phoenicians, Genoese, Venetians, Jews, Vikings, Azeris all called a patch of
this earth their home. Based on meticulous research and new archaeological evidence, this captivating
portrait of the momentous life of Istanbul is visceral, immediate and scholarly narrative history at its finest.
Ghost Empire: A Journey to the Legendary Constantinople - Richard Fidler 2017-09-05
"A brilliant reconstruction of the saga of power, glory, and invasion that is the one-thousand year story of
Constantinople. A truly marvelous book." —Simon Winchester Ghost Empire is a rare treasure—an utterly
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captivating blend of the historical and the contemporary, narrated by a master storyteller. The story is a
revelation: a beautifully written ode to a lost civilization combined with a warmly observed father-son
adventure far from home. In 2014, Richard Fidler and his son Joe made a journey to Istanbul. Fired by
Richard's passion for the rich history of the dazzling Byzantine Empire—centered around the legendary
Constantinople—we are swept into some of the most extraordinary tales in history. The clash of
civilizations, the fall of empires, the rise of Christianity, revenge, lust, murder. Turbulent stories from the
past are brought vividly to life at the same time as a father navigates the unfolding changes in his
relationship with his son.
The Architect's Apprentice - Elif Shafak 2015
In 1540 Istanbul, 12-year-old Jahan, an animal tamer in the sultan's menagerie who cares for an
exceptionally smart elephant named Chota, is taken under the wing of the empire's chief architect and
bears witness to the creation of some of the most magnificent buildings in history. By the author of The
Bastard of Istanbul.
The Life and Afterlife of Gay Neighborhoods - Alex Bitterman 2021-03-19
This open access book examines the significance of gay neighborhoods (or ‘gayborhoods’) from critical
periods of formation during the gay liberation and freedom movements of the 1960s and 1970s, to proven
durability through the HIV/AIDS pandemic during the 1980s and 1990s, to a mature plateau since 2000.
The book provides a framework for contemplating the future form and function of gay neighborhoods.
Social and cultural shifts within gay neighborhoods are used as a framework for understanding the
decades-long struggle for LGBTQ+ rights and equality. Resulting from gentrification, weakening social
stigma, and enhanced rights for LGBTQ+ people, gay neighborhoods have recently become “less gay,”
following a 50-year period of resilience. Meanwhile, other neighborhoods are becoming “more gay,” due to
changing preferences of LGBTQ+ individuals and a propensity for LGBTQ+ families to form community in
areas away from established gayborhoods. The current ‘plateau’ in the evolution of gay neighborhoods is
characterized by generational differences—between Baby Boom pioneers and Millennials who favour broad
inclusivity—signaling various possible trajectories for the future ‘afterlife’ of these important LGBTQ+
urban spaces. The complicating impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic provides a point of comparison for
lessons learned from gay neighborhoods and the LGBTQ+ community that bravely endured the onset of the
HIV/AIDS pandemic. This book will be of interest to students and scholars in various disciplines—including
sociology, social work, anthropology, gender and sexuality, LGTBQ+ and queer studies, as well as urban
geography, architecture, and city planning—and to policymakers and advocates concerned with LGBTQ+
rights and social justice.
Istanbul and Beyond - Robyn Eckhardt 2017
The most extensive and lushly photographed Turkish cookbook to date, by two internationally acclaimed
experts Standing at the crossroads between the Mediterranean, the Middle East, and Asia, Turkey boasts
astonishingly rich and diverse culinary traditions. Journalist Robyn Eckhardt and her husband,
photographer David Hagerman, have spent almost twenty years discovering the country's very best dishes.
Now they take readers on an unforgettable epicurean adventure, beginning in Istanbul, home to one of the
world's great fusion cuisines. From there, they journey to the lesser-known provinces, opening a vivid world
of flavors influenced by neighboring Syria, Iran, Iraq, Armenia, and Georgia. From village home cooks,
community bakers, caf chefs, farmers, and fishermen, they have assembled a broad, one-of-a-kind collection
of authentic, easy-to-follow recipes: "The Imam Fainted" Stuffed Eggplant; Pillowy Fingerprint Flatbread;
Pot-Roasted Chicken with Caramelized Onions; Stovetop Lamb Meatballs with Spice Butter; Artichoke
Ragout with Peas and Favas; Green Olive Salad with Pomegranate Molasses; Apple and Raisin Hand Pies.
Many of these have never before been published in English.
Istanbul Passage - Joseph Kanon 2013-04-16
In 1945 Istanbul, American undercover agent Leon Bauer's attempt to save a life leads to a desperate
manhunt, a game of shifting loyalties, and an unexpected love affair.
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