Destroyer Of The Gods Early Christian Distinctiveness In The Roman World
As recognized, adventure as without difficulty as experience not quite lesson, amusement, as competently as settlement can be gotten by just checking out a book Destroyer Of The Gods Early Christian
Distinctiveness In The Roman World next it is not directly done, you could assume even more roughly speaking this life, concerning the world.
We come up with the money for you this proper as with ease as easy habit to get those all. We come up with the money for Destroyer Of The Gods Early Christian Distinctiveness In The Roman World and numerous book
collections from fictions to scientific research in any way. in the course of them is this Destroyer Of The Gods Early Christian Distinctiveness In The Roman World that can be your partner.

History of Christianity - Paul Johnson 2012-03-27
First published in 1976, Paul Johnson’s exceptional study of Christianity has been loved and widely hailed
for its intensive research, writing, and magnitude—“a tour de force, one of the most ambitious surveys of
the history of Christianity ever attempted and perhaps the most radical” (New York Review of Books). In a
highly readable companion to books on faith and history, the scholar and author Johnson has illuminated
the Christian world and its fascinating history in a way that no other has. Johnson takes off in the year AD
49 with his namesake the apostle Paul. Thus beginning an ambitious quest to paint the centuries since the
founding of a little-known ‘Jesus Sect’, A History of Christianity explores to a great degree the evolution of
the Western world. With an unbiased and overall optimistic tone, Johnson traces the fantastic scope of the
consequent sects of Christianity and the people who followed them. Information drawn from extensive and
varied sources from around the world makes this history as credible as it is reliable. Invaluable
understanding of the framework of modern Christianity—and its trials and tribulations throughout
history—has never before been contained in such a captivating work.
The Character of God in the Book of Genesis - 2001-01-01
By using recent developments in literary theory, W. Lee Humphreys uses Genesis to show how God
functions as a character in the Genesis narrative. Very creatively, Humphreys explores the coherence and
consistency of God as a character, the way in which God's character changes and develops throughout the
narrative, and how giving attention to the character of God enriches our experience of reading Genesis.
Honoring the Son - L. W. Hurtado 2018-06-27
Before the New Testament or the creeds of the church were written, the devotional practices of the earliest
Christians indicate that they worshipped Jesus alongside the Father. Larry W. Hurtado has been one of the
leading scholars on early Christology for decades. In Honoring the Son: Jesus in Earliest Christian
Devotional Practice, Hurtado helps readers understand early Christology by examining not just what early
Christians believed or wrote about Jesus, but what their devotional practices tell us about the place of Jesus
in early Christian worship. Drawing on his extensive knowledge of early Christian origins and scholarship
on New Testament Christology, Hurtado examines the distinctiveness of early Christian worship by
comparing it to both Jewish worship patterns and worship practices within the broader Roman-era religious
environment. He argues that the inclusion of the risen Jesus alongside the Father in early Christian
devotional practices was a distinct and unique religious phenomenon within its ancient context.
Additionally, Hurtado demonstrates that this remarkable development was not invented decades after the
resurrection of Christ as some scholars once claimed. Instead, the New Testament suggests that Jesusfollowers, very quickly after the resurrection of Christ, began to worship the Son alongside the Father.
Honoring the Son offers a look into the worship habits of the earliest Christians to understand the place of
Jesus in early Christian devotion.
Ancient Jewish Monotheism and Early Christian Jesus-devotion - Larry W. Hurtado 2017
Quintessential Hurtado, this volume is a necessity for any attempt to understand the diversity of factors at
play in the birth of Christianity.--David B. Capes, Associate Dean of Biblical & Theological Studies and
Professor of New Testament, Wheaton College
How on Earth Did Jesus Become a God? - Larry W. Hurtado 2005-11-02
In How on Earth Did Jesus Become a God? Larry Hurtado investigates the intense devotion to Jesus that
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emerged with surprising speed after his death. Reverence for Jesus among early Christians, notes Hurtado,
included both grand claims about Jesus' significance and a pattern of devotional practices that effectively
treated him as divine. This book argues that whatever one makes of such devotion to Jesus, the subject
deserves serious historical consideration. Mapping out the lively current debate about Jesus, Hurtado
explains the evidence, issues, and positions at stake. He goes on to treat the opposition to -- and severe
costs of -- worshiping Jesus, the history of incorporating such devotion into Jewish monotheism, and the role
of religious experience in Christianity's development out of Judaism. The follow-up to Hurtado's awardwinningLord Jesus Christ (2003), this book provides compelling answers to queries about the development
of the church's belief in the divinity of Jesus.
Contextualization in the New Testament - Dean Flemming 2009-09-20
Winner of a 2006 Christianity Today Book Award! Honored as one of the "Fifteen Outstanding Books of
2005 for Mission Studies" by International Bulletin of Missionary Research From Cairo to Calcutta, from
Cochabamba to Columbus, Christians are engaged in a conversation about how to speak and live the gospel
in today's traditional, modern and emergent cultures. The technical term for their efforts is
contextualization. Missionary theorists have pondered and written on it at length. More and more, those
who do theology in the West are also trying to discover new ways of communicating and embodying the
gospel for an emerging postmodern culture. But few have considered in depth how the early church
contextualized the gospel. And yet the New Testament provides numerous examples. As both a
crosscultural missionary and a New Testament scholar, Dean Flemming is well equipped to examine how
the early church contextualized the gospel and to draw out lessons for today. By carefully sifting the New
Testament evidence, Flemming uncovers the patterns and parameters of a Paul or Mark or John as they
spoke the Word on target, and he brings these to bear on our contemporary missiological task. Rich in
insights and conversant with frontline thinking, this is a book that will revitalize the conversation and
refresh our speaking and living the gospel in today's cultures, whether in traditional, modern or emergent
contexts.
Demonology of the Early Christian World - Everett Ferguson 1984-01-01
A collection of five lectures which provide a much-needed study of the demonic in New Testament literature
and thought, with useful summaries of demonology in the Greek and Jewish literature of that era.
Orderic Vitalis - Charles C. Rozier 2016
First full-length collection on one of the most significant and influential historians of the medieval period.
Living Faithfully in a Fragmented World - Jonathan R Wilson 2011-05-26
The first edition of Living Faithfully in a Fragmented World became one of the founding and guiding texts
for new monastic communities. In this revised edition, Jonathan Wilson focuses more directly on lessons for
these communities from Alasdair MacIntyre's After Virtue. In the midst of the unsettling cultural shifts from
modernity to postmodernity, a new monastic movement is arising that strives to be a faithful witness to the
gospel. These new monastic communities seek to participate in Christ's life in the world and bear witness
by learning to live intentionally as the church in Western culture. This movement is about finding the
church's center in Christ in the midst of a fragmented world, overcoming the failure of the Enlightenment
project and our complicity with it, resisting the temptation to Nietzschean power, and building communities
of disciples. This new edition is greatly enlarged from the original volume. It includes responses to critics of
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the new monasticism such as D. A. Carson, an entirely new chapter on the Nietzschean temptation, an
afterword on properly understanding the new monastic movement, the dangers it faces, and the work yet to
be done, as well as an appendix on the supposed post-modern agenda of Jonathan Wilson and Brian
McLaren. For those striving to understand the path the church should take in this fragmented world, this
book is essential reading.
Destroyer of the Gods - Larry W. Hurtado 2016
"Silly," "stupid," "irrational," "simple." "Wicked," "hateful," "obstinate," "anti-social." "Extravagant,"
"perverse." The Roman world rendered harsh judgments upon early Christianity--including branding
Christianity "new." Novelty was no Roman religious virtue. Nevertheless, as Larry W. Hurtado shows in
Destroyer of the gods, Christianity thrived despite its new and distinctive features and opposition to them.
Unlike nearly all other religious groups, Christianity utterly rejected the traditional gods of the Roman
world. Christianity also offered a new and different kind of religious identity, one not based on ethnicity.
Christianity was distinctively a "bookish" religion, with the production, copying, distribution, and reading of
texts as central to its faith, even preferring a distinctive book-form, the codex. Christianity insisted that its
adherents behave differently: unlike the simple ritual observances characteristic of the pagan religious
environment, embracing Christian faith meant a behavioral transformation, with particular and novel
ethical demands for men. Unquestionably, to the Roman world, Christianity was both new and different,
and, to a good many, it threatened social and religious conventions of the day. In the rejection of the gods
and in the centrality of texts, early Christianity obviously reflected commitments inherited from its Jewish
origins. But these particular features were no longer identified with Jewish ethnicity and early Christianity
quickly became aggressively trans-ethnic--a novel kind of religious movement. Its ethical teaching, too, bore
some resemblance to the philosophers of the day, yet in contrast with these great teachers and their small
circles of dedicated students, early Christianity laid its hard demands upon all adherents from the moment
of conversion, producing a novel social project. Christianity's novelty was no badge of honor. Called atheists
and suspected of political subversion, Christians earned Roman disdain and suspicion in equal amounts.
Yet, as Destroyer of the gods demonstrates, in an irony of history the very features of early Christianity that
rendered it distinctive and objectionable in Roman eyes have now become so commonplace in Western
culture as to go unnoticed. Christianity helped destroy one world and create another.
Becoming Friends of Time - John Swinton 2018-01-15
Time is central to all that humans do. Time structures days, provides goals, shapes dreams--and limits lives.
Time appears to be tangible, real, and progressive, but, in the end, time proves illusory. Though mercurial,
time can be deadly for those with disabilities. To participate fully in human society has come to mean
yielding to the criterion of the clock. The absence of thinking rapidly, living punctually, and biographical
narration leaves persons with disabilities vulnerable. A worldview driven by the demands the clock makes
on the lives of those with dementia or profound neurological and intellectual disabilities seems pointless.
And yet, Jesus comes to the world to transform time. Jesus calls us to slow down, take time, and learn to
recognize the strangeness of living within God's time. He calls us to be gentle, patient, kind; to walk slowly
and timefully with those whom society desires to leave behind. In Becoming Friends of Time, John Swinton
crafts a theology of time that draws us toward a perspective wherein time is a gift and a calling. Time is not
a commodity nor is time to be mastered. Time is a gift of God to humans, but is also a gift given back to God
by humans. Swinton wrestles with critical questions that emerge from theological reflection on time and
disability: rethinking doctrine for those who can never grasp Jesus with their intellects; reimagining
discipleship and vocation for those who have forgotten who Jesus is; reconsidering salvation for those who,
due to neurological damage, can be one person at one time and then be someone else in an instant. In the
end, Swinton invites the reader to spend time with the experiences of people with profound neurological
disability, people who can change our perceptions of time, enable us to grasp the fruitful rhythms of God's
time, and help us learn to live in ways that are unimaginable within the boundaries of the time of the clock.
--Stanley Hauerwas, Gilbert T. Rowe Professor Emeritus of Divinity and Law, Duke Divinity School
Jesus and the Old Testament - R. T. France 2000-02
The Christians as the Romans Saw Them - Robert Louis Wilken 2003-01-01
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This book offers an engrossing portrayal of the early years of the Christian movement from the perspective
of the Romans.
Kyrios Christos - Wilhelm Bousset 2013
The first century of faith in Jesus as Christ
The Patient Ferment of the Early Church - Alan Kreider 2016-03-29
How and why did the early church grow in the first four hundred years despite disincentives, harassment,
and occasional persecution? In this unique historical study, veteran scholar Alan Kreider delivers the fruit
of a lifetime of study as he tells the amazing story of the spread of Christianity in the Roman Empire.
Challenging traditional understandings, Kreider contends the church grew because the virtue of patience
was of central importance in the life and witness of the early Christians. They wrote about patience, not
evangelism, and reflected on prayer, catechesis, and worship, yet the church grew--not by specific
strategies but by patient ferment.
Global Chinese Pentecostal and Charismatic Christianity - 2017-04-11
In this volume on Chinese Christian Pentecostal and charismatic movements, some prominent and active
historians and sociologists examine historical linkages between Pentecostal missions and indigenous
movements, Chinese Catholic charismatic renewal movements, and contemporary Chinese Christian
charismatic congregations around the world.
Lord Jesus Christ - Larry W. Hurtado 2005-09-14
This outstanding book provides an in-depth historical study of the place of Jesus in the religious life, beliefs,
and worship of Christians from the beginnings of the Christian movement down to the late second century.
Lord Jesus Christ is a monumental work on earliest Christian devotion to Jesus, sure to replace Wilhelm
Bousset s Kyrios Christos (1913) as the standard work on the subject. Larry Hurtado, widely respected for
his previous contributions to the study of the New Testament and Christian origins, offers the best view to
date of how the first Christians saw and reverenced Jesus as divine. In assembling this compelling picture,
Hurtado draws on a wide body of ancient sources, from Scripture and the writings of such figures as
Ignatius of Antioch and Justin to apocryphal texts such as the Gospel of Thomas and the Gospel of Truth.
Hurtado considers such themes as early beliefs about Jesus divine status and significance, but he also
explores telling devotional practices of the time, including prayer and worship, the use of Jesus name in
exorcism, baptism and healing, ritual invocation of Jesus as Lord, martyrdom, and lesser-known phenomena
such as prayer postures and the curious scribal practice known today as the nomina sacra. The revealing
portrait that emerges from Hurtado s comprehensive study yields definitive answers to questions like these:
How important was this formative period to later Christian tradition? When did the divinization of Jesus
first occur? Was early Christianity influenced by neighboring religions? How did the idea of Jesus divinity
change old views of God? And why did the powerful dynamics of early beliefs and practices encourage
people to make the costly move of becoming a Christian? Boasting an unprecedented breadth and depth of
coverage — the book speaks authoritatively on everything from early Christian history to themes in biblical
studies to New Testament Christology — Hurtado s Lord Jesus Christ is at once significant enough that a
wide range of scholars will want to read it and accessible enough that general readers interested at all in
Christian origins will also profit greatly from it.
Gospel Writing - Francis Watson 2013-05-26
That there are four canonical versions of the one gospel story is often seen as a problem for Christian faith:
where gospels multiply, so too do apparent contradictions that may seem to undermine their truth claims.
In Gospel Writing Francis Watson argues that differences and tensions between canonical gospels
represent opportunities for theological reflection, not problems for apologetics. Watson presents the
formation of the fourfold gospel as the defining moment in the reception of early gospel literature -- and
also of Jesus himself as the subject matter of that literature. As the canonical division sets four gospel texts
alongside one another, the canon also creates a new, complex, textual entity more than the sum of its parts.
A canonical gospel can no longer be regarded as a definitive, self-sufficient account of its subject matter. It
must play its part within an intricate fourfold polyphony, and its meaning and significance are thereby
transformed. In elaborating these claims, Watson proposes nothing less than a new paradigm for gospel
studies — one that engages fully with the available noncanonical material so as to illuminate the historical
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and theological significance of the canonical.
The Goldsworthy Trilogy - Graeme Goldsworthy 2014-09-01
Combining three incredibly important books for the teaching of the church, The Goldsworthy Trilogy offers
a complete and comprehensive guide to understanding the gospel throughout the whole of Scripture. This
collection, containing the hugely popular Gospel and Kingdom, Gospel and Witness, and The Gospel in
Revelation, will be an essential guide to be used again and again for those who seek to understand the Bible
in the light of who Jesus is. Those already acquainted with Goldsworthy's work will be familiar with his
pithy and engaging style. Straightforward in his approach, he looks at how the Bible can only be understood
through the eyes of the gospel. From this base of interpretation, he studies the Old Testament and its
application for today, Israel's wisdom literature and its role in the Christian life, and the purpose and
contemporary relevance of the book of Revelation, while his knowledge of Old Testament idiom and
structure enhances his writing. This trilogy follows the Bible chronologically to give the reader a complete
overview of evangelical biblical interpretation, forming an essential one-stop reference that will last a
lifetime.
God in New Testament Theology - Larry W. Hurtado 2010
In this important new volume in the Library of Biblical Theology, Larry W. Hurtado introduces the different
understandings of God that arise in the books of the New Testament, and explores the ramifications of
those views for contemporary theology.
Rejoicing in Christ - Michael Reeves 2015-02-23
Michael Reeves opens to readers the glory and wonder of Christ, offering a bigger and more exciting
picture than many have imagined. Jesus didn?t just bring us the good news. He is the good news. Reeves
helps us celebrate who Christ is, his work on earth, his death and resurrection, his anticipated return and
how we share in his life.
The World of the New Testament - Joel B. Green 2013-08-15
This volume addresses the most important issues related to the study of New Testament writings. Two
respected senior scholars have brought together a team of distinguished specialists to introduce the Jewish,
Hellenistic, and Roman backgrounds necessary for understanding the New Testament and the early church.
Contributors include renowned scholars such as Lynn H. Cohick, David A. deSilva, James D. G. Dunn, and
Ben Witherington III. The book includes seventy-five photographs, fifteen maps, numerous tables and
charts, illustrations, and bibliographies. All students of the New Testament will value this reliable, up-todate, comprehensive textbook and reference volume on the New Testament world.
One God, One Lord, New Edition - Larry W. Hurtado 2003-10-25
The classic and ground-breaking work in Christology, with extensive new introduction, evaluating the most
recent developments in current scholarship.
From Shame to Sin - Kyle Harper 2013-06-01
The transformation of the Roman world from polytheistic to Christian is one of the most sweeping
ideological changes of premodern history. At the center was sex. Kyle Harper examines how Christianity
changed the ethics of sexual behavior from shame to sin, and shows how the roots of modern sexuality are
grounded in an ancient religious revolution.
Mark (Understanding the Bible Commentary Series) - Larry W. Hurtado 2011-08-01
The Understanding the Bible Commentary Series helps readers navigate the strange and sometimes
intimidating literary terrain of the Bible. These accessible volumes break down the barriers between the
ancient and modern worlds so that the power and meaning of the biblical texts become transparent to
contemporary readers. The contributors tackle the task of interpretation using the full range of critical
methodologies and practices, yet they do so as people of faith who hold the text in the highest regard.
Pastors, teachers, and lay people alike will cherish the truth found in this commentary series.
Destroyer of the Gods - Larry W. Hurtado 2017-05-01
"Silly," "stupid," "irrational," "simple." "Wicked," "hateful," "obstinate," "anti-social." "Extravagant,"
"perverse." The Roman world rendered harsh judgments upon early Christianity--including branding
Christianity "new." Novelty was no Roman religious virtue. Nevertheless, as Larry W. Hurtado shows in
Destroyer of the gods, Christianity thrived despite its new and distinctive features and opposition to them.
destroyer-of-the-gods-early-christian-distinctiveness-in-the-roman-world

Unlike nearly all other religious groups, Christianity utterly rejected the traditional gods of the Roman
world. Christianity also offered a new and different kind of religious identity, one not based on ethnicity.
Christianity was distinctively a "bookish" religion, with the production, copying, distribution, and reading of
texts as central to its faith, even preferring a distinctive book-form, the codex. Christianity insisted that its
adherents behave differently: unlike the simple ritual observances characteristic of the pagan religious
environment, embracing Christian faith meant a behavioral transformation, with particular and novel
ethical demands for men. Unquestionably, to the Roman world, Christianity was both new and different,
and, to a good many, it threatened social and religious conventions of the day. In the rejection of the gods
and in the centrality of texts, early Christianity obviously reflected commitments inherited from its Jewish
origins. But these particular features were no longer identified with Jewish ethnicity and early Christianity
quickly became aggressively trans-ethnic--a novel kind of religious movement. Its ethical teaching, too, bore
some resemblance to the philosophers of the day, yet in contrast with these great teachers and their small
circles of dedicated students, early Christianity laid its hard demands upon all adherents from the moment
of conversion, producing a novel social project. Christianity's novelty was no badge of honor. Called atheists
and suspected of political subversion, Christians earned Roman disdain and suspicion in equal amounts.
Yet, as Destroyer of the gods demonstrates, in an irony of history the very features of early Christianity that
rendered it distinctive and objectionable in Roman eyes have now become so commonplace in Western
culture as to go unnoticed. Christianity helped destroy one world and create another.
Bible Answers for Almost All Your Questions - Elmer Towns 2003-06-03
Why is cloning wrong? Does the Bible say a divorced person can remarry? Can angels sin? Is body piercing
wrong? Can demons read our thoughts? Dr. Elmer Towns, author of over 80 books and Dean of Liberty
University's School of Religion, answers these and many other questions you have wondered about.Written
for the new Christian too embarrassed to ask, and for the long-time Christian who still has unanswered
questions, this one-volume, indexed resource provides the kind of responses your own pastor would give as
you're shaking hands after the Sunday morning sermon-short, knowledgeable, and to the point. Topics
covered include: Politics The Bible,The Holy Spirit,and Angels Creation Demons and the Devil· God's Names
Prayer, Salvation, and Sin If you have questions-and who doesn't-Bible Answers for Almost All Your
Questions is an essential resource.
The Earliest Christian Artifacts - Larry W. Hurtado 2006-11-02
Review: "Much attention has been paid to the words of the earliest Christian canonical and extracanonical
texts, yet Larry Hurtado points out that an even more telling story is being overlooked - the story of the
physical texts themselves. He introduces readers to the staurogram, possibly the first representation of the
cross, the nomina sacra, a textual abbreviation system, and the puzzling Christian preference for book-like
texts over scrolls." "Drawing on studies by papyrologists and palaeographers as well as New Testament
scholars - and including photographic plates of selected manuscripts - The Earliest Christian Artifacts
examines the distinctive physical features of early Christian manuscripts, illustrating their relevance for
wider inquiry into the complex origins of Christianity." -- book jacket.
Resilient Faith - Gerald L. Sittser 2019-10-15
In our Western, post-Christendom society, much of Christianity's cultural power, privilege, and influence
has eroded. But all is not lost, says bestselling author Gerald Sittser. Although the church is concerned and
sobered by this cultural shift, it is also curious and teachable. Sittser shows how the early church offers
wisdom for responding creatively to the West's increasing secularization. The early Christian movement
was surprisingly influential and successful in the Roman world, and so different from its two main rivals-traditional religion and Judaism--that Rome identified it as a "third way." Early Christians immersed
themselves in the empire without significant accommodation to or isolation from the culture. They
confessed Jesus as Lord and formed disciples accordingly, which helped the church grow in numbers and
influence. Sittser explores how Christians today can learn from this third way and respond faithfully,
creatively, and winsomely to a world that sees Christianity as largely obsolete. Each chapter introduces
historical figures, ancient texts, practices, and institutions to explain and explore the third way of the Jesus
movement, which, surprising everyone, changed the world.
The Triumph of Christianity - Bart D. Ehrman 2018-02-13
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The “marvelous” (Reza Aslan, bestselling author of Zealot), New York Times bestselling story of how
Christianity became the dominant religion in the West. How did a religion whose first believers were twenty
or so illiterate day laborers in a remote part of the empire became the official religion of Rome, converting
some thirty million people in just four centuries? In The Triumph of Christianity, early Christian historian
Bart D. Ehrman weaves the rigorously-researched answer to this question “into a vivid, nuanced, and
enormously readable narrative” (Elaine Pagels, National Book Award-winning author of The Gnostic
Gospels), showing how a handful of charismatic characters used a brilliant social strategy and an
irresistible message to win over hearts and minds one at a time. This “humane, thoughtful and intelligent”
book (The New York Times Book Review) upends the way we think about the single most important cultural
transformation our world has ever seen—one that revolutionized art, music, literature, philosophy, ethics,
economics, and law.
A Recipe for Disaster - John Marriott 2018-10-01
The statistics speak for themselves; record numbers of individuals who at one time identified as Christians
are deconverting from the faith and identifying as unbelievers. Why is this happening and what can be done
to prevent it? A Recipe for Disaster seeks to answer those questions by focusing on the four ways churches
and parents unwittingly contribute to the deconversion process. By over-preparing, under-preparing, illpreparing, and painfully preparing those they are responsible to disciple into mature believers, churches
and parents instead set them up for a crisis of faith that all too often leads to the loss of faith. In response
to each of the four methods of poor preparation, A Recipe for Disaster offers a recipe for success, four
alternative methods of preparation designed to instill lifelong faith.
The Cube and the Cathedral - George Weigel 2008-07-31
Why do Europeans and Americans see the world so differently? Why do Europeans and Americans have
such different understandings of democracy and its discontents in the twenty-first century? Contrasting the
civilization that produced the starkly modernist "cube" of the Great Arch of La Defense in Paris with the
civilization that produced the "cathedral" of Notre-Dame, George Weigel argues that Europe's embrace of a
narrow secularism has led to a crisis of morale that is eroding Europe's soul and threatening its future -with dire lessons for the rest of the democratic world. Weigel traces the origins of "Europe's problem" to
the atheistic humanism of the nineteenth-century European intellectual life, which set in motion a historical
process that produced two world wars, three totalitarian systems, the Gulag, Auschwitz, the Cold War -and, most ominously, the Continent's de-population, which is worse today than during the Black Death. And
yet, many Europeans still insist -- most recently, during the debate over a new EU constitution -- that only a
public square shorn of religiously-informed moral argument is safe for human rights and democracy.
Precisely the opposite, Weigel suggests, is true: the people of the "cathedral" can give a compelling account
of their commitment to everyone's freedom; the people of the "cube" cannot. Can there be any true
"politics" -- any true deliberation about the common good, and any robust defense of freedom -- without
God? George Weigel makes a powerful case that the answer is "No," because, in the final analysis, societies
are only as great as their spiritual aspirations.
Backgrounds of Early Christianity - Everett Ferguson 2003
New to this expanded & updated edition are revisions of Ferguson's original material, updated
bibliographies, & a fresh dicussion of first century social life, the Dead Sea Scrolls & much else.
After Jesus Before Christianity - Erin Vearncombe 2021-11-02
From the creative minds of the scholarly group behind the groundbreaking Jesus Seminar comes this
provocative and eye-opening look at the roots of Christianity that offers a thoughtful reconsideration of the
first two centuries of the Jesus movement, transforming our understanding of the religion and its early
dissemination. Christianity has endured for more than two millennia and is practiced by billions worldwide
today. Yet that longevity has created difficulties for scholars tracing the religion’s roots, distorting much of
the historical investigation into the first two centuries of the Jesus movement. But what if Christianity died
in the fourth or fifth centuries after it began? How would that change how historians see and understand its
first two hundred years? Considering these questions, three Bible scholars from the Westar Institute
summarize the work of the Christianity Seminar and its efforts to offer a new way of thinking about
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Christianity and its roots. Synthesizing the institute’s most recent scholarship—bringing together the many
archaeological and textual discoveries over the last twenty years—they have found: There were multiple
Jesus movements, not a singular one, before the fourth century There was nothing called Christianity until
the third century There was much more flexibility and diversity within Jesus’s movement before it became
centralized in Rome, not only regarding the Bible and religious doctrine, but also understandings of gender,
sexuality and morality. Exciting and revolutionary, After Jesus Before Christianity provides fresh insights
into the real history behind how the Jesus movement became Christianity. After Jesus Before Christianity
includes more than a dozen black-and-white images throughout.
Paul's Theology of Preaching - Duane Litfin 2015-05-22
Duane Litfin, former president of Wheaton College, explores how Paul's theology of preaching can inform
the church's preaching today. Through a detailed study of 1 Corinthians 1-4, Litfin shows how Paul's
method of proclamation differed from Greco-Roman rhetoric and how Pauline preaching can be a model for
the contemporary preaching task.
Apocalypse and Allegiance - J. Nelson Kraybill 2010-04-01
In this lively introduction, J. Nelson Kraybill shows how the book of Revelation was understood by its
original readers and what it means for Christians today. Kraybill places Revelation in its first-century
context, opening a window into the political, economic, and social realities of the early church. His fresh
interpretation highlights Revelation's liturgical structure and directs readers' attentions to twenty-firstcentury issues of empire, worship, and allegiance, showing how John's apocalypse is relevant to the
spiritual life of believers today. The book includes maps, timelines, photos, a glossary, discussion questions,
and stories of modern Christians who live out John's vision of a New Jerusalem.
Why on Earth Did Anyone Become a Christian in the First Three Centuries? - Larry W. Hurtado
2016-04-01
World Upside Down - Christopher Kavin Rowe 2010
No longer can Acts be seen as a simple apologia that articulates Christianity's harmlessness vis-à-vis Rome.
Rather, in its attempt to form communities that witness to God's apocalypse, author Kavin Rowe argues
that Luke's second volume is a highly charged and theologically sophisticated political document. Luke
aims at nothing less than the construction of a new culture - a total pattern of life - that inherently runs
counter to the constitutive aspects of Graeco-Roman society.
Christianity in the Second Century - James Carleton Paget 2017-05-15
Christianity in the Second Century seeks to show how academic study on this critical period of Christian
development has undergone change over the last thirty years. It focuses on contributions from early
Christian and ancient Jewish studies, and ancient history, all of which have contributed to a changing
scholarly landscape.
The Story of Daniel the Prophet - Stephen Nelson Haskell 1993-09
The Book of Daniel is a prophecy given by God to Daniel 600 years before Christ that reaches clear down to
the end of earth's history. It is especially applicable to our day, pointing out the immediate future. In The
Story of Daniel the Prophet, a few of the interesting facts in regard to God's dealings with His people have
been gathered into a simple narrative.This book is the result of much prayerful study. It is sent forth with
an earnest prayer, that in the hands of the parents it may be the means of making the study of the Bible in
the family a blessing to young and old; and that the teacher in the schoolroom may see precious rays of
light flashing from its pages, pointing both teacher and pupil to the Great Divine Teacher.We trust that
while its simplicity will attract many who might not be inclined to read a deep argumentative treatise, the
most studious will find food for thought, and thus become better acquainted with the character of our
Heavenly Father. Those who wish to enter into more comprehensive study, will find that the marginal
references open up many veins of precious ore in the deep mines of God's Word.Throughout the entire book
the special providence of God over those who are faithful to Him is brought out in clear contrast to the fate
of those who ignore His guiding hand. The truth is the same, whether in the history of nations or
individuals.As The Story of Daniel the Prophet goes forth on its mission of love for the Great Master, may it
prove a blessing to all classes, young and old, rich and poor, learned and unlearned.
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