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The Gardener and the Carpenter - Alison Gopnik 2016-08-09
"Alison Gopnik, a ... developmental psychologist, [examines] the
paradoxes of parenthood from a scientific perspective"-Stone Age Present - William Allman 1995-11-07
From Simon & Schuster, The Stone Age Present explores how evolution
has shaped modern life—from sex, violence, and language to emotions,
morals, and communities. In this fascinating synthesis of the disciplines
of anthropology, psychology, linguistics, philosophy, and biology, William
Allman shows us how our minds have evolved in response to challenges
faced by our prehistoric ancestors, and reveals how our brains continue
to harbor that legacy in the present day.
Evolution's Rainbow - Joan Roughgarden 2013-09-14
In this innovative celebration of diversity and affirmation of individuality
in animals and humans, Joan Roughgarden challenges accepted wisdom
about gender identity and sexual orientation. A distinguished
evolutionary biologist, Roughgarden takes on the medical establishment,
the Bible, social science—and even Darwin himself. She leads the reader
through a fascinating discussion of diversity in gender and sexuality
among fish, reptiles, amphibians, birds, and mammals, including
primates. Evolution's Rainbow explains how this diversity develops from
the action of genes and hormones and how people come to differ from
each other in all aspects of body and behavior. Roughgarden
reconstructs primary science in light of feminist, gay, and transgender
criticism and redefines our understanding of sex, gender, and sexuality.
Witty, playful, and daring, this book will revolutionize our understanding
of sexuality. Roughgarden argues that principal elements of Darwinian
sexual selection theory are false and suggests a new theory that
emphasizes social inclusion and control of access to resources and
mating opportunity. She disputes a range of scientific and medical
concepts, including Wilson's genetic determinism of behavior,
evolutionary psychology, the existence of a gay gene, the role of
parenting in determining gender identity, and Dawkins's "selfish gene"
as the driver of natural selection. She dares social science to respect the
agency and rationality of diverse people; shows that many cultures
across the world and throughout history accommodate people we label
today as lesbian, gay, and transgendered; and calls on the Christian
religion to acknowledge the Bible's many passages endorsing diversity in
gender and sexuality. Evolution's Rainbow concludes with bold
recommendations for improving education in biology, psychology, and
medicine; for democratizing genetic engineering and medical practice;
and for building a public monument to affirm diversity as one of our
nation's defining principles.
Spent - Geoffrey Miller 2009
Explores how evolutionary psychology has begun to identify the
prehistoric origins of human behavior and discusses how those
discoveries have influenced the way consumer spending is viewed and
controlled by companies, retailers, and marketers.
The Evolution of Desire - David M. Buss 2016-12-27
A “drop-dead shocker” (Washington Post Book World) that uses
evolutionary psychology to explain human mating and the mysteries of
love If we all want love, why is there so much conflict in our most
cherished relationships? To answer this question, we must look into our
evolutionary past, argues prominent psychologist David M. Buss. Based
one of the largest studies of human mating ever undertaken,
encompassing more than 10,000 people of all ages from thirty-seven
cultures worldwide, The Evolution of Desire is the first work to present a
unified theory of human mating behavior. Drawing on a wide range of
examples of mating behavior — from lovebugs to elephant seals, from the
Yanomamö tribe of Venezuela to online dating apps — Buss reveals what
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women want, what men want, and why their desires radically differ. Love
has a central place in human sexual psychology, but conflict,
competition, and manipulation also pervade human mating — something
we must confront in order to control our own mating destiny. Updated to
reflect the very latest scientific research on human mating, this definitive
edition of this classic work of evolutionary psychology explains the
powerful forces that shape our most intimate desires.
A Taste for the Beautiful - Michael J. Ryan 2019-06-25
"In A Taste for the Beautiful, Michael Ryan, one of the world's leading
authorities on animal behavior, tells the remarkable story of how he and
other scientists have taken up where Darwin left off, transforming our
understanding of sexual selection and shedding new light on animal and
human behavior. Drawing on cutting-edge science, Ryan explores the key
questions: Why do animals perceive certain traits as beautiful and others
not? Do animals have an inherent sexual aesthetic and, if so, where is it
rooted? Ryan argues that the answers lie in the brain--particularly of
females, who act as biological puppeteers, spurring the development of
beautiful traits in males."--Back cover
Sex at Dawn - Christopher Ryan 2010-06-29
Since Darwin's day, we've been told that sexual monogamy comes
naturally to our species. Mainstream science—as well as religious and
cultural institutions—has maintained that men and women evolved in
families in which a man's possessions and protection were exchanged for
a woman's fertility and fidelity. But this narrative is collapsing. Fewer
and fewer couples are getting married, and divorce rates keep climbing
as adultery and flagging libido drag down even seemingly solid
marriages. How can reality be reconciled with the accepted narrative? It
can't be, according to renegade thinkers Christopher Ryan and Cacilda
Jethå. While debunking almost everything we "know" about sex, they
offer a bold alternative explanation in this provocative and brilliant book.
Ryan and Jethå's central contention is that human beings evolved in
egalitarian groups that shared food, child care, and, often, sexual
partners. Weaving together convergent, frequently overlooked evidence
from anthropology, archaeology, primatology, anatomy, and
psychosexuality, the authors show how far from human nature
monogamy really is. Human beings everywhere and in every era have
confronted the same familiar, intimate situations in surprisingly different
ways. The authors expose the ancient roots of human sexuality while
pointing toward a more optimistic future illuminated by our innate
capacities for love, cooperation, and generosity. With intelligence,
humor, and wonder, Ryan and Jethå show how our promiscuous past
haunts our struggles over monogamy, sexual orientation, and family
dynamics. They explore why long-term fidelity can be so difficult for so
many; why sexual passion tends to fade even as love deepens; why many
middle-aged men risk everything for transient affairs with younger
women; why homosexuality persists in the face of standard evolutionary
logic; and what the human body reveals about the prehistoric origins of
modern sexuality. In the tradition of the best historical and scientific
writing, Sex at Dawn unapologetically upends unwarranted assumptions
and unfounded conclusions while offering a revolutionary understanding
of why we live and love as we do.
Sex on the Brain - Deborah Blum 1998-07-01
Go beyond the headlines and the hype to get the newest findings in the
burgeoning field of gender studies. Drawing on disciplines that include
evolutionary science, anthropology, animal behavior, neuroscience,
psychology, and endocrinology, Deborah Blum explores matters ranging
from the link between immunology and sex to male/female gossip styles.
The results are intriguing, startling, and often very amusing. For
instance, did you know that. . . • Male testosterone levels drop in happy
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marriages; scientists speculate that women may use monogamy to
control male behavior • Young female children who are in day-care are
apt to be more secure than those kept at home; young male children less
so • Anthropologists classify Western societies as "mildly polygamous"
The Los Angeles Times has called Sex on the Brain "superbly crafted
science writing, graced by unusual compassion, wit, and intelligence,
that forms an important addition to the literature of gender studies."
Promiscuity - Tim Birkhead 2000
Birkhead reveals a world in which males and females vie with each other
as they strive to maximize their reproductive success. Color illustrations.
Paleofantasy: What Evolution Really Tells Us about Sex, Diet, and How
We Live - Marlene Zuk 2013-03-18
“With . . . evidence from recent genetic and anthropological research,
[Zuk] offers a dose of paleoreality.”—Erin Wayman, Science News We
evolved to eat berries rather than bagels, to live in mud huts rather than
condos, to sprint barefoot rather than play football—or did we? Are our
bodies and brains truly at odds with modern life? Although it may seem
as though we have barely had time to shed our hunter-gatherer legacy,
biologist Marlene Zuk reveals that the story is not so simple. Popular
theories about how our ancestors lived—and why we should emulate
them—are often based on speculation, not scientific evidence. Armed
with a razor-sharp wit and brilliant, eye-opening research, Zuk takes us
to the cutting edge of biology to show that evolution can work much
faster than was previously realized, meaning that we are not biologically
the same as our caveman ancestors. Contrary to what the glossy
magazines would have us believe, we do not enjoy potato chips because
they crunch just like the insects our forebears snacked on. And women
don’t go into shoe-shopping frenzies because their prehistoric
foremothers gathered resources for their clans. As Zuk compellingly
argues, such beliefs incorrectly assume that we’re stuck—finished
evolving—and have been for tens of thousands of years. She draws on
fascinating evidence that examines everything from adults’ ability to
drink milk to the texture of our ear wax to show that we’ve actually never
stopped evolving. Our nostalgic visions of an ideal evolutionary past in
which we ate, lived, and reproduced as we were “meant to” fail to
recognize that we were never perfectly suited to our environment.
Evolution is about change, and every organism is full of trade-offs. From
debunking the caveman diet to unraveling gender stereotypes, Zuk
delivers an engrossing analysis of widespread paleofantasies and the
scientific evidence that undermines them, all the while broadening our
understanding of our origins and what they can really tell us about our
present and our future.
How Pleasure Works: The New Science of Why We Like What We
Like - Paul Bloom 2010-06-14
“Engaging, evocative. . . . [Bloom] is a supple, clear writer, and his
parade of counterintuitive claims about pleasure is beguiling.”—NPR
Why is an artistic masterpiece worth millions more than a convincing
forgery? Pleasure works in mysterious ways, as Paul Bloom reveals in
this investigation of what we desire and why. Drawing on a wealth of
surprising studies, Bloom investigates pleasures noble and seamy, lofty
and mundane, to reveal that our enjoyment of a given thing is
determined not by what we can see and touch but by our beliefs about
that thing’s history, origin, and deeper nature.
Sex, Genes & Rock 'n' Roll - Robert C. Brooks 2011
Why are people getting fatter? Why do so many rock stars end up dead at
27? Is there any hope of curbing population growth, rampant
consumerism and the environmental devastation they wreak?
Evolutionary biologist Rob Brooks argues that the origins of these
twenty-first century problems can be found where the ancient forces of
evolution collide with modern culture and economics. In Sex, Genes and
Rock n Roll Brooks explores a tasting platter of topics, from the frivolous
to the tragic falling in love, making music, our obsession with rock n roll,
sexual conflict, fertility, obesity, consumption, ageing and more
illustrating how evolution stands alongside economics, anthropology,
psychology and political science in shaping our world.
Nature's Nether Regions - Menno Schilthuizen 2015-04-28
A tour of evolution’s most inventive—and essential—creations: animal
genitalia Forget opposable thumbs and canine teeth: the largest
anatomical differences between humans and chimps are found below the
belt. In Nature’s Nether Regions, ecologist and evolutionary biologist
Menno Schilthuizen invites readers to discover the wondrous diversity of
animalian reproductive organs. Schilthuizen packs this delightful read
with astonishing scientific insights while maintaining an absorbing
narrative style reminiscent of Mary Roach and Jerry Coyne. With
illustrations throughout and vivid field anecdotes—among them laser
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surgery on a fruit fly’s privates and a snail orgy—Nature’s Nether
Regions is a celebration of life in all shapes and sizes.
The World Until Yesterday - Jared Diamond 2013-01-10
From the author of No.1 international bestseller Collapse, a mesmerizing
portrait of the human past that offers profound lessons for how we can
live today Visionary, prize-winning author Jared Diamond changed the
way we think about the rise and fall of human civilizations with his
previous international bestsellers Guns, Germs and Steel and Collapse.
Now he returns with another epic - and groundbreaking - journey into
our rapidly receding past. In The World Until Yesterday, Diamond reveals
how traditional societies around the world offer an extraordinary window
onto how our ancestors lived for the majority of human history - until
virtually yesterday, in evolutionary terms - and provide unique, often
overlooked insights into human nature. Drawing extensively on his
decades working in the jungles of Papua New Guinea, Diamond explores
how tribal societies approach essential human problems, from
childrearing to conflict resolution to health, and discovers we have much
to learn from traditional ways of life. He unearths remarkable findings from the reason why modern afflictions like diabetes, obesity and
Alzheimer's are virtually non-existent in tribal societies to the surprising
benefits of multilingualism. Panoramic in scope and thrillingly original,
The World Until Yesterday provides an enthralling first-hand picture of
the human past that also suggests profound lessons for how to live well
today. Jared Diamond is the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of the seminal
million-copy-bestseller Guns, Germs, and Steel, which was named one of
TIME's best non-fiction books of all time, and Collapse, a #1
international bestseller. A professor of geography at UCLA and noted
polymath, Diamond's work has been influential in the fields of
anthropology, biology, ornithology, ecology and history, among others.
Dr. Tatiana's Sex Advice to All Creation - Olivia Judson 2002-08-14
A guide to non-traditional sexual expression, presented in the form of
answers to written letters, draws on the author's expertise in
evolutionary biology and considers such topics as necrophilia, bestiality,
sex changes, virgin births, and male pregnancy. 50,000 first printing.
Lucy's Legacy - Alison Jolly 2001
Takes a look at human evolution focusing on the long line of women and
of female behavior that was to follow the age of the much-studied oldest
human remains.
The Red Queen - Matt Ridley 1994-10-06
Sex is as fascinating to scientists as it is to the rest of us. A vast pool of
knowledge, therefore, has been gleaned from research into the nature of
sex, from the contentious problem of why the wasteful reproductive
process exists at all, to how individuals choose their mates and what
traits they find attractive. This fascinating book explores those findings,
and their implications for the sexual behaviour of our own species. It
uses the Red Queen from ‘Alice in Wonderland’ – who has to run at full
speed to stay where she is – as a metaphor for a whole range of sexual
behaviours. The book was shortlisted for the 1994 Rhone-Poulenc Prize
for Science Books. ‘Animals and plants evolved sex to fend off parasitic
infection. Now look where it has got us. Men want BMWs, power and
money in order to pair-bond with women who are blonde, youthful and
narrow-waisted ... a brilliant examination of the scientific debates on the
hows and whys of sex and evolution’ Independent.
The Third Chimpanzee - Jared M. Diamond 2006-01-03
The Development of an Extraordinary Species We human beings share
98 percent of our genes with chimpanzees. Yet humans are the dominant
species on the planet -- having founded civilizations and religions,
developed intricate and diverse forms of communication, learned
science, built cities, and created breathtaking works of art -- while
chimps remain animals concerned primarily with the basic necessities of
survival. What is it about that two percent difference in DNA that has
created such a divergence between evolutionary cousins? In this
fascinating, provocative, passionate, funny, endlessly entertaining work,
renowned Pulitzer Prize–winning author and scientist Jared Diamond
explores how the extraordinary human animal, in a remarkably short
time, developed the capacity to rule the world . . . and the means to
irrevocably destroy it.
Collapse - Jared Diamond 2011
'A grand sweep from a master storyteller of the human race' DAILY MAIL
'Riveting, superb, terrifying' OBSERVER From the ghostly stone heads of
Easter Island to crumbling Mayan cities hidden deep in the jungle, the
mysterious ruins of lost worlds and vanished civilizations continue to
haunt us. How could such mighty societies fall? And could our
skyscrapers one day stand derelict and overgrown like ancient temples?
Jared Diamond takes us on an epic journey around the globe, through the
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history of humanity and on to the future, to discover how - when
tomorrow comes - we can be survivors. 'A book that has to be read . . .
highly readable, highly persuasive and richly informative'
INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 'Gripping . . . the book fulfils its huge
ambition, and Diamond is the only man who could have written it'
ECONOMIST 'This book shines like all Diamond's work' SUNDAY TIMES
'Magnificent' THE NEW YORK TIMES
The Case of the Female Orgasm - Elisabeth Anne Lloyd 2009-07
Why women evolved to have orgasms--when most of their primate
relatives don't--is a persistent mystery among evolutionary biologists. In
pursuing this mystery, Elisabeth Lloyd arrives at another: How could
anything as inadequate as the evolutionary explanations of the female
orgasm have passed muster as science? A judicious and revealing look at
all twenty evolutionary accounts of the trait of human female orgasm,
Lloyd's book is at the same time a case study of how certain biases steer
science astray. Over the past fifteen years, the effect of sexist or malecentered approaches to science has been hotly debated. Drawing
especially on data from nonhuman primates and human sexology over
eighty years, Lloyd shows what damage such bias does in the study of
female orgasm. She also exposes a second pernicious form of bias that
permeates the literature on female orgasms: a bias toward
adaptationism. Here Lloyd's critique comes alive, demonstrating how
most of the evolutionary accounts either are in conflict with, or lack,
certain types of evidence necessary to make their cases--how they simply
assume that female orgasm must exist because it helped females in the
past reproduce. As she weighs the evidence, Lloyd takes on nearly
everyone who has written on the subject: evolutionists, animal
behaviorists, and feminists alike. Her clearly and cogently written book is
at once a convincing case study of bias in science and a sweeping
summary and analysis of what is known about the evolution of the
intriguing trait of female orgasm.
Why Evolution is True - Jerry A. Coyne 2010-01-14
For all the discussion in the media about creationism and 'Intelligent
Design', virtually nothing has been said about the evidence in question the evidence for evolution by natural selection. Yet, as this succinct and
important book shows, that evidence is vast, varied, and magnificent, and
drawn from many disparate fields of science. The very latest research is
uncovering a stream of evidence revealing evolution in action - from the
actual observation of a species splitting into two, to new fossil
discoveries, to the deciphering of the evidence stored in our genome.
Why Evolution is True weaves together the many threads of modern work
in genetics, palaeontology, geology, molecular biology, anatomy, and
development to demonstrate the 'indelible stamp' of the processes first
proposed by Darwin. It is a crisp, lucid, and accessible statement that
will leave no one with an open mind in any doubt about the truth of
evolution.
Why Is Sex Fun? - Jared Diamond 1998-09-25
To us humans the sex lives of many animals seem weird. In fact, by
comparison with all the other animals, we are the ones with the weird
sex lives. How did that come to be?Just count our bizarre ways. We are
the only social species to insist on carrying out sex privately. Stranger
yet, we have sex at any time, even when the female can't be fertilized (for
example, because she is already pregnant, post-menopausal, or between
fertile cycles). A human female doesn't know her precise time of fertility
and certainly doesn't advertise it to human males by the striking color
changes, smells, and sounds used by other female mammals.Why do we
differ so radically in these and other important aspects of our sexuality
from our closest ancestor, the apes? Why does the human female,
virtually alone among mammals go through menopause? Why does the
human male stand out as one of the few mammals to stay (often or
usually) with the female he impregnates, to help raise the children that
he sired? Why is the human penis so unnecessarily large?There is no one
better qualified than Jared Diamond—renowned expert in the fields of
physiology and evolutionary biology and award-winning author—to
explain the evolutionary forces that operated on our ancestors to make
us sexually different. With wit and a wealth of fascinating examples, he
explains how our sexuality has been as crucial as our large brains and
upright posture in our rise to human status.
Why Women Have Sex - Cindy M. Meston 2009-09-29
An unparalleled exploration of the mysteries underlying women's
sexuality that rivals the culture-shifting Kinsey Report, from two of
America's leading research psychologists Do women have sex simply to
reproduce or display their affection? When University of Texas at Austin
clinical psychologist Cindy M. Meston and evolutionary psychologist
David M. Buss joined forces to investigate the underlying sexual
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motivations of women, what they found astonished them. Through the
voices of real women, Meston and Buss reveal the motivations that guide
women's sexual decisions and explain the deep-seated psychology and
biology that often unwittingly drive women's desires—sometimes in
pursuit of health or pleasure, or sometimes for darker, disturbing
reasons that a woman may not fully recognize. Drawing on more than a
thousand intensive interviews conducted solely for the book, as well as
their pioneering research on physiological response and evolutionary
emotions, Why Women Have Sex uncovers an amazingly complex and
nuanced portrait of female sexuality. They delve into the use of sex as a
defensive tactic against a mate's infidelity (protection), as a ploy to boost
self-confidence (status), as a barter for gifts or household chores
(resource acquisition), or as a cure for a migraine headache
(medication). Why Women Have Sex stands as the richest and deepest
psychological understanding of female sexuality yet achieved and
promises to inform every woman's (and her partner's) awareness of her
relationship to sex and her sexuality.
The Book of Humans - Adam Rutherford 2019-03-19
Now in paperback: From the author of the acclaimed A Brief History of
Everyone Who Ever Lived (57,000 copies in print), a magisterial
exploration of the paradox of our identity as animals—both within the
animal kingdom, yet distinct from all others
The Evolution of Beauty - Richard O. Prum 2017-05-09
A FINALIST FOR THE PULITZER PRIZE NAMED A BEST BOOK OF THE
YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW, SMITHSONIAN, AND
WALL STREET JOURNAL A major reimagining of how evolutionary
forces work, revealing how mating preferences—what Darwin termed
"the taste for the beautiful"—create the extraordinary range of ornament
in the animal world. In the great halls of science, dogma holds that
Darwin's theory of natural selection explains every branch on the tree of
life: which species thrive, which wither away to extinction, and what
features each evolves. But can adaptation by natural selection really
account for everything we see in nature? Yale University ornithologist
Richard Prum—reviving Darwin's own views—thinks not. Deep in tropical
jungles around the world are birds with a dizzying array of appearances
and mating displays: Club-winged Manakins who sing with their wings,
Great Argus Pheasants who dazzle prospective mates with a four-footwide cone of feathers covered in golden 3D spheres, Red-capped
Manakins who moonwalk. In thirty years of fieldwork, Prum has seen
numerous display traits that seem disconnected from, if not outright
contrary to, selection for individual survival. To explain this, he dusts off
Darwin's long-neglected theory of sexual selection in which the act of
choosing a mate for purely aesthetic reasons—for the mere pleasure of
it—is an independent engine of evolutionary change. Mate choice can
drive ornamental traits from the constraints of adaptive evolution,
allowing them to grow ever more elaborate. It also sets the stakes for
sexual conflict, in which the sexual autonomy of the female evolves in
response to male sexual control. Most crucially, this framework provides
important insights into the evolution of human sexuality, particularly the
ways in which female preferences have changed male bodies, and even
maleness itself, through evolutionary time. The Evolution of Beauty
presents a unique scientific vision for how nature's splendor contributes
to a more complete understanding of evolution and of ourselves.
Mystery Dance - Lynn Margulis 1991
Mama Bear Apologetics® Guide to Sexuality - Hillary Morgan Ferrer
2021-10-05
Raise Them to Value God’s Design Starting at a young age, kids are
being fed damaging misinformation about sexuality, gender identity, and
human biology. As a parent, it’s up to you to help your children
understand God’s truth about these integral concepts in the face of the
candy-coated lies that saturate today’s world. In the footsteps of the
bestselling Mama Bear Apologetics comes this invaluable guide to
training your kids to know and respect God’s design in a world that has
rejected it. This book will equip you to… understand God’s design for
gender, sex, marriage, and family as a beautiful portrait that reveals the
nature of God Himself identify the tactics being used to trick children
into adopting an unbiblical view of sexuality under the guise of Christiansounding words like love, identity, tolerance, and justice teach your kids
to treat those who hold different beliefs with gentle, Christlike
compassion without compromising biblical values As society continues to
blur the lines of what is good, true, and acceptable, God’s standards
remain clear and unchanging. This book will give you the wisdom to
confidently raise your children to understand sex and gender through a
biblical lens.
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The Dawn of the Deed - John A. Long 2012-10-11
A paleontologist plunges into the fossil record in order to provide a
provocative account of prehistoric sex.
The Bonobo Way - Susan Block 2014-10-30
In this unique and paradigm-changing book, internationally acclaimed
and controversial sex educator Dr. Susan Block offers a brilliant new
view of human sexuality, war, peace and community, inspired by a role
model who isn't even human: our closest genetic cousin, the bonobo.With
a provocative, humorous and engaging style that makes science fun and
ecology erotic, The Bonobo Way boldly asks: What do these great apes
know about sex--and the rest of life--that we don't? Here are some things
we know about bonobos: They have lots of sex. They never kill each
other. They empower the females.They stay younger longer.They live in
peace through pleasure.And we thought humans were the smartest apes!
For decades, experts have used the "killer ape" paradigm to explain why
humans murder, make war, bomb and behead each other, and
supposedly always will. Sure, our common chimp cousins kill, but do they
tell the whole tale?Luckily, no. The Bonobo Way shows the other side of
the story, presenting the bonobos as a new great ape paradigm for
humanity that could change the world... or at least improve your love life.
"This book is really good... something I rarely say these days! The
Bonobo Way is whimsical yet serious, easy to read yet thoroughly
researched, challenging yet ultimately deeply comforting. Dr. Susan
Block is living proof that bonobos aren't just sexy and fun--some of them
are damned smart, too."Christopher Ryan, Ph.D. author of Sex at
DawnFrom the lush depths of the rainforest to the satin sheets of your
bedroom, Dr. Block takes you on a fascinating journey, weaving stories,
studies, theories and fantasies into possibilities and a practical path of
action, presenting a very different kind of "12-Step Program" to release
your "inner bonobo," help save the real bonobos from extinction and
energize all facets of your life. Whether you don't know bonobos from
bananas, or you think you know all about these amazing creatures, The
Bonobo Way will show you the way to a happier, healthier, sexier life,
and a more peaceful, sustainable culture.
The Evolution of Human Sexuality - Donald Symons 1979-08-30
Anthropology, Sexual Studies, Psychology, Sociology, Gender and
Cultural Studies
The Botany of Desire - Michael Pollan 2002-05-28
“Pollan shines a light on our own nature as well as on our implication in
the natural world.” —The New York Times “A wry, informed pastoral.”
—The New Yorker The book that helped make Michael Pollan, the New
York Times bestselling author of How to Change Your Mind, Cooked and
The Omnivore’s Dilemma, one of the most trusted food experts in
America Every schoolchild learns about the mutually beneficial dance of
honeybees and flowers: The bee collects nectar and pollen to make honey
and, in the process, spreads the flowers’ genes far and wide. In The
Botany of Desire, Michael Pollan ingeniously demonstrates how people
and domesticated plants have formed a similarly reciprocal relationship.
He masterfully links four fundamental human desires—sweetness,
beauty, intoxication, and control—with the plants that satisfy them: the
apple, the tulip, marijuana, and the potato. In telling the stories of four
familiar species, Pollan illustrates how the plants have evolved to satisfy
humankind’s most basic yearnings. And just as we’ve benefited from
these plants, we have also done well by them. So who is really
domesticating whom?
This Is Pleasure - Mary Gaitskill 2019-11-05
Starting with Bad Behavior in the 1980s, Mary Gaitskill has been writing
about gender relations with searing, even prophetic honesty. In This Is
Pleasure, she considers our present moment through the lens of a
particular #MeToo incident. The effervescent, well-dressed Quin, a
successful book editor and fixture on the New York arts scene, has been
accused of repeated unforgivable transgressions toward women in his
orbit. But are they unforgivable? And who has the right to forgive him?
To Quin’s friend Margot, the wrongdoing is less clear. Alternating Quin’s
and Margot’s voices and perspectives, Gaitskill creates a nuanced
tragicomedy, one that reveals her characters as whole persons—hurtful
and hurting, infuriating and touching, and always deeply recognizable.
Gaitskill has said that fiction is the only way that she could approach this
subject because it is too emotionally faceted to treat in the more rational
essay form. Her compliment to her characters—and to her readers—is
that they are unvarnished and real. Her belief in our ability to
understand them, even when we don’t always admire them, is a gesture
of humanity from one of our greatest contemporary writers.
Upheaval - Jared Diamond 2019-05-07
A "riveting and illuminating" Bill Gates Summer Reading pick about how
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and why some nations recover from trauma and others don't (Yuval Noah
Harari), by the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of the landmark bestseller
Guns, Germs, and Steel. In his international bestsellers Guns, Germs and
Steel and Collapse, Jared Diamond transformed our understanding of
what makes civilizations rise and fall. Now, in his third book in this
monumental trilogy, he reveals how successful nations recover from
crises while adopting selective changes -- a coping mechanism more
commonly associated with individuals recovering from personal crises.
Diamond compares how six countries have survived recent upheavals -ranging from the forced opening of Japan by U.S. Commodore Perry's
fleet, to the Soviet Union's attack on Finland, to a murderous coup or
countercoup in Chile and Indonesia, to the transformations of Germany
and Austria after World War Two. Because Diamond has lived and
spoken the language in five of these six countries, he can present gutwrenching histories experienced firsthand. These nations coped, to
varying degrees, through mechanisms such as acknowledgment of
responsibility, painfully honest self-appraisal, and learning from models
of other nations. Looking to the future, Diamond examines whether the
United States, Japan, and the whole world are successfully coping with
the grave crises they currently face. Can we learn from lessons of the
past? Adding a psychological dimension to the in-depth history,
geography, biology, and anthropology that mark all of Diamond's books,
Upheaval reveals factors influencing how both whole nations and
individual people can respond to big challenges. The result is a book epic
in scope, but also his most personal yet.
How We Do It - Robert Martin 2013-06-11
A primatologist explores the mystery of the origins of human
reproduction, explaining that understanding the evolutionary past can
provide insight into what worked, what didn't, and what it all means for
the future of mankind.
Women After All: Sex, Evolution, and the End of Male Supremacy Melvin Konner 2015-03-09
“A sparkling, thought-provoking account of sexual differences. Whether
you’re a man or a woman, you’ll find his conclusions gripping.”—Jared
Diamond There is a human genetic fluke that is surprisingly common,
due to a change in a key pair of chromosomes. In the normal condition
the two look the same, but in this disorder one is malformed and
shrunken beyond recognition. The result is a shortened life span, higher
mortality at all ages, an inability to reproduce, premature hair loss, and
brain defects variously resulting in attention deficit, hyperactivity,
conduct disorder, hypersexuality, and an enormous excess of both
outward and self-directed aggression. It is called maleness. Melvin
Konner traces the arc of evolution to explain the relationships between
women and men. With patience and wit he explores the knotty question
of whether men are necessary in the biological destiny of the human
race. He draws on multiple, colorful examples from the natural
world—such as the mating habits of the octopus, black widow, angler
fish, and jacana—and argues that maleness in humans is hardly
necessary to the survival of the species. In characteristically humorous
and engaging prose, Konner sheds light on our biologically different
identities, while noting the poignant exceptions that challenge the
male/female divide. We meet hunter-gatherers such as those in
Botswana, whose culture gave women a prominent place, invented the
working mother, and respected women’s voices around the fire. Recent
human history has upset this balance, as a dense world of war fostered
extreme male dominance. But our species has been recovering over the
past two centuries, and an unstoppable move toward equality is afoot. It
will not be the end of men, but it will be the end of male supremacy and a
better, wiser world for women and men alike.
The Moral Animal - Robert Wright 1995-08-29
One of the most provocative science books ever published—"a feast of
great thinking and writing about the most profound issues there are"
(The New York Times Book Review). "Fiercely intelligent, beautifully
written and engrossingly original." —The New York Times Book Review
Are men literally born to cheat? Does monogamy actually serve women's
interests? These are among the questions that have made The Moral
Animaled one of the most provocative science books in recent years.
Wright unveils the genetic strategies behind everything from our sexual
preferences to our office politics—as well as their implications for our
moral codes and public policies. Illustrations.
Bitch - Lucy Cooke 2022-06-14
A fierce, funny, and revolutionary look at the queens of the animal
kingdom Studying zoology made Lucy Cooke feel like a sad freak. Not
because she loved spiders or would root around in animal feces: all her
friends shared the same curious kinks. The problem was her sex. Being
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female meant she was, by nature, a loser. Since Charles Darwin,
evolutionary biologists have been convinced that the males of the animal
kingdom are the interesting ones—dominating and promiscuous, while
females are dull, passive, and devoted. In Bitch, Cooke tells a new story.
Whether investigating same-sex female albatross couples that raise
chicks, murderous mother meerkats, or the titanic battle of the sexes
waged by ducks, Cooke shows us a new evolutionary biology, one where
females can be as dynamic as any male. This isn‘t your grandfather’s
evolutionary biology. It’s more inclusive, truer to life, and, simply, more
fun.
Human Sexuality - Ami Rokach 2021-01-22
Human sexuality touches us all, pun intended. We all either enjoy it,
struggle with it, or may have been victims of it. Sexuality is not just
about sex, but about human sexual function, the physiology of sex, the
hormones involved and how they affect us, and the cultural norms
related to it. Sexual function and dysfunction are closely tied to one’s
self-esteem, self-respect, and to relationships with intimate partners.
Human Sexuality: Function, Dysfunction, Paraphilias, and Relationships,
explores the interplay of intimacy and sexuality; how it can enhance
relationships, and how it can negatively affect them, or be affected by
them. When individuals or partners encounter sexual problems or
dysfunctions it can have a long-lasting affect both biologically and
psychologically. Dr. Rokach explores the causes and the reasons that
these dysfunctions are maintained, and successful treatment methods.
Chapters on sexual offenses and paraphilias and what treatment options
are available to sexual offenders are also included. This book is the first
book to place sexuality where it belongs, within the context of
relationships demonstrating how sexuality relates to intimacy by both
enhancing and negatively affecting it. Explains psychological, biological
and sociological theories of sexuality Addresses sexual dysfunctions
according to various models of sex therapy Discusses the biological,
developmental and sociological theories of sexual orientation Explores
the specific hormones in male and female sexual behavior

why-is-sex-fun-the-evolution-of-human-sexuality-science-masters

Sex, Time, and Power - Leonard Shlain 2004-08-03
As in the bestselling The Alphabet Versus the Goddess, Leonard Shlain’s
provocative new book promises to change the way readers view
themselves and where they came from. Sex, Time, and Power offers a
tantalizing answer to an age-old question: Why did big-brained Homo
sapiens suddenly emerge some 150,000 years ago? The key, according to
Shlain, is female sexuality. Drawing on an awesome breadth of research,
he shows how, long ago, the narrowness of the newly bipedal human
female’s pelvis and the increasing size of infants’ heads precipitated a
crisis for the species. Natural selection allowed for the adaptation of the
human female to this environmental stress by reconfiguring her
hormonal cycles, entraining them with the periodicity of the moon. The
results, however, did much more than ensure our existence; they imbued
women with the concept of time, and gave them control over sex—a
power that males sought to reclaim. And the possibility of achieving
immortality through heirs drove men to construct patriarchal cultures
that went on to dominate so much of human history. From the nature of
courtship to the evolution of language, Shlain’s brilliant and wideranging exploration stimulates new thinking about very old matters.
Why Is Sex Fun? - Jared Diamond 2014-03-20
A fascinating insight into how human sexuality came to be the way it is
now - Jared Diamond explains why we are different from the animal
kingdom. Why are humans one of the few species to have sex in private?
Why do humans have sex any day of the month or year, including when
the female is pregnant, beyond her reproductive years, or between her
fertile cycles? Why are human females one of the few mammals to go
through menopause? Human sexuality seems normal to us but it is
bizarre by the standards of other animals. Jared Diamond argues that our
strange sex lives were as crucial to our rise to human status as were our
large brains. He also describes the battle of the sexes in the human and
animal world over parental care, and why sex differences in the genetic
value of parental care provide a biological basis for the all-too-familiar
different attitudes of men and women towards extramarital sex.
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