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Fourteenth Century England VIII - J. S. Hamilton 2014
Fourteenth Century England has quickly established for itself a deserved
reputation for its scope and scholarship and for admirably filling a gap in
the publication of medieval studies. HISTORY
Reformation in Britain and Ireland - Felicity Heal 2003-03-20
The study of the Reformation in England and Wales, Ireland and Scotland
has usually been treated by historians as a series of discrete national
stories. Reformation in Britain and Ireland draws upon the growing
genre of writing about British History to construct an innovative
narrative of religious change in the four countries/three kingdoms. The
text uses a broadly chronological framework to consider the strengths
and weaknesses of the pre-Reformation churches; the political crises of
the break with Rome; the development of Protestantism and changes in
popular religious culture. The tools of conversion - the Bible, preaching
and catechising - are accorded specific attention, as is doctrinal change.
It is argued that political calculations did most to determine the success
or failure of reformation, though the ideological commitment of a clerical
elite was also of central significance.
The Cambridge Companion to Medieval English Literature 1100-1500 Larry Scanlon 2009-06-18
A wide-ranging survey of the most important medieval authors and
genres, designed for students of English.
Authority and Subversion - Linda Clark 2003
The themes of authority and subversion explored in relation to royal
power, orthodox religion, and violence and disorder. The essays in this
volume explore themes long seen as central to the history of late
medieval England and Europe. They examine the strength of opposition
to Henry IV's usurpation, the nature and extent of the lollards'
resistanceto orthodox religion, and the contrasting causes of violence
and disorder in the remote border regions at opposite ends of the
country, in Cornwall and in the north-west. Subversion of its authority
might be counteracted by a regime which recognized the importance of
pageantry to bolster its public profile, while a complex weave of
patronage, private interest and dedicated service enabled the Exchequer
to function through periods of financial crisis. Relations between the
Crown and urban centres, potentially a cause of tension, were eased by
an emerging body of professional urban law-officers prepared to act as
intermediaries. Contributors: PETER BOOTH, CLIVE BURGESS, KEITH
DOCKRAY, ALASTAIR DUNN, PETER W. FLEMING, IAN FORREST,
DAVID GRUMMITT, HANNES KLEINEKE, J.L. LAYNSMITH, JAMES LEE,
FRANK D. MILLARD, JAMES ROSS, SIMON WALKER.
On Simony - John Wycliffe 1992
Repeatedly denounced by bishops, local synods, national councils, and
popes, simony - the buying and selling of spiritual offices - had enjoyed a
centuries-old existence in the church when John Wyclif penned this
treatise in the late fourteenth century. The tenth in a series of twelve
treatises the English reformer wrote between 1374 and 1382, On Simony
forms an integral part of the writings generally considered his summa.
Basing his condemnation of simony on an idiosyncratic concept of
dominion developed in earlier treatises, Wyclif argues that the church,
with its spiritual message and mission, has no right to temporal power or
temporal goods. Viewing simony as a form of theft, the selling of spiritual
things over which it has no dominion, Wyclif advocates the removal of all
property from the church - by secular force, if necessary - and the
abolition of ecclesiastical patronage. In the Introduction to this first-ever
English translation, Professor McVeigh traces the history of simony in
the church and describes the circumstances prompting Wyclif to develop
his theory of dominion, showing the decisive influence of this theory on
his concept of simony. A brief discussion of the treatise's influence on
later reformers, both inside and outside England, follows a thorough,
chapter-by-chapter analysis of the treatise itself.
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The Extraordinary and the Everyday in Early Modern England - A.
McShane 2010-05-28
A fascinating collection of essays by renowned and emerging scholars
exploring how everyday matters from farting to friendship reveal
extraordinary aspects of early modern life, while seemingly exceptional
acts and beliefs – such as those of ghosts, prophecies, and cannibalism –
illuminate something of the routine experience of ordinary people.
A Companion to Middle English Prose - Anthony Stockwell Garfield
Edwards 2004
The essays in this volume provide an up-to-date and authoritative guide
to the major prose Middle English authors and genres. Each chapter is
written by a leading authority on the subject and offers a succinct
account of all relevant literary, history and cultural factors that need to
considered, together with bibliographical references. Authors examined
include the writers of the Ancrene Wisse, the Katherine Group and the
Wohunge Group; Richard Rolle; Walter Hilton; Nicholas Love; Julian of
Norwich; Margery Kempe; "Sir John Mandeville"; John Trevisa, Reginald
Pecock; and John Fortescue. Genres discussed include romances, saints'
lives, letters, sermon literature, historical prose, anonymous devotional
writings, Wycliffite prose, and various forms of technical writing. The
final chapter examines the treatment of Middle English prose in the first
age of print. Contributors: BELLA MILLETT, RALPH HANNA III, AD
PUTTER, KANTIK GHOSH, BARRY A. WINDEATT, A.C. SPEARING, IAN
HIGGINS, A.S.G. EDWARDS, VINCENT GILLESPIE, HELEN L.
SPENCER, ALFRED HIATT, FIONA SOMERSET, HELEN COOPER,
GEORGE KEISER, OLIVER S. PICKERING, JAMES SIMPSON, RICHARD
BEADLE, ALEXANDRA GILLESPIE.
Gender and Heresy - Shannon McSheffrey 2010-11-24
Shannon McSheffrey studies the communities of the late medieval
English heretics, the Lollards, and presents unexpected conclusions
about the precise ways in which gender shaped participation and
interaction within the movement.
Image, Text, and Religious Reform in Fifteenth-Century England Shannon Gayk 2010-09-30
Focusing on the period between the Wycliffite critique of images and
Reformation iconoclasm, Shannon Gayk investigates the sometimes
complementary and sometimes fraught relationship between vernacular
devotional writing and the religious image. She examines how a set of
fifteenth-century writers, including Lollard authors, John Lydgate,
Thomas Hoccleve, John Capgrave, and Reginald Pecock, translated
complex clerical debates about the pedagogical and spiritual efficacy of
images and texts into vernacular settings and literary forms. These
authors found vernacular discourse to be a powerful medium for
explaining and reforming contemporary understandings of visual
experience. In its survey of the function of literary images and
imagination, the epistemology of vision, the semiotics of idols, and the
authority of written texts, this study reveals a fifteenth century that was
as much an age of religious and literary exploration, experimentation,
and reform as it was an age of regulation.
Historians on Chaucer - Alastair Minnis 2014-12-04
As literary scholars have long insisted, an interdisciplinary approach is
vital if modern readers are to make sense of works of medieval literature.
In particular, rather than reading the works of medieval authors as
addressing us across the centuries about some timeless or ahistorical
'human condition', critics from a wide range of theoretical approaches
have in recent years shown how the work of poets such as Chaucer
constituted engagements with the power relations and social inequalities
of their time. Yet, perhaps surprisingly, medieval historians have played
little part in this 'historical turn' in the study of medieval literature. The
aim of this volume is to allow historians who are experts in the fields of
economic, social, political, religious, and intellectual history the chance
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to interpret one of the most famous works of Middle English literature,
Geoffrey Chaucer's 'General Prologue' to the Canterbury Tales, in its
contemporary context. Rather than resorting to traditional historical
attempts to see Chaucer's descriptions of the Canterbury pilgrims as
immediate reflections of historical reality or as portraits of real life
people whom Chaucer knew, the contributors to this volume have sought
to show what interpretive frameworks were available to Chaucer in order
to make sense of reality and how he adapted his literary and ideological
inheritance so as to engage with the controversies and conflicts of his
own day. Beginning with a survey of recent debates about the social
meaning of Chaucer's work, the volume then discusses each of the
Canterbury pilgrims in turn. Historians on Chaucer should be of interest
to all scholars and students of medieval culture whether they are
specialists in literature or history.
The Canterbury Tales - Harold Bloom 2008
Presents a collection of critical essays on the Canterbury tales by
Geoffrey Chaucer.
Lollardy and Orthodox Religion in Pre-Reformation England - Robert
Lutton 2006
An account of how, in certain parts of sixteenth-century England,
challenges to conventional piety anticipated the Reformation.
Heresy in Transition - John Christian Laursen 2016-04-22
The concept of heresy is deeply rooted in Christian European culture.
The palpable increase in incidences of heresy in the Middle Ages may be
said to directly relate to the Christianity's attempts to define orthodoxy
and establish conformity at its centre, resulting in the sometimes forceful
elimination of Christian sects. In the transition from medieval to early
modern times, however, the perception of heresy underwent a profound
transformation, ultimately leading to its decriminalization and the
emergence of a pluralistic religious outlook. The essays in this volume
offer readers a unique insight into this little-understood cultural shift.
Half of the chapters investigate the manner in which the church and its
attendant civil authorities defined and proscribed heresy, whilst the
other half focus on the means by which early modern writers sought to
supersede such definition and proscription. The result of these
investigations is a multifaceted historical account of the construction and
serial reconstruction of one of the key categories of European
theological, juristic and political thought. The contributors explore the
role of nationalism and linguistic identity in constructions of heresy, its
analogies with treason and madness, the role of class and status in the
responses to heresy. In doing so they provide fascinating insights into
the roots of the historicization of heresy and the role of this
historicization in the emergence of religious pluralism.
Catholic England - 2013-01-01
The Reformation transformed English religion. For many, the spirituality
of the preceding period remains largely unknown, or overburdened with
Protestant mythology of decadence. These sources seek to explore the
nature of religious belief and practice in pre-Reformation England, using
original source material to make the debates accessible.This
consideration of the sources begins with an analytical chapter discussing
the varieties of spirituality in later medieval England and the ways in
which they received expression, through participation in church services,
actions like pilgrimages, charitable foundations, devotional readings and
instruction. Opposition to prevailing spirituality, expressed through
'Lollardy', is also considered. The sources demonstrate with immediacy
and potency these diverse expressions of faith and observance. Many of
the documents are translated for the first time from unpublished
manuscript material.This study demonstrates the vitality of the preReformation religious practices, but also addresses the key
methodological questions which arise from the sources about the nature
of the material; its reliability as historical evidence, and the validity of
external actions as testimony to intellectual and emotional experience.
The Premature Reformation - Anne Hudson 1988
This is the most complete account yet of the movement that anticipated
many of the ideas and demands of the sixteenth- and seventeenthcentury reformers and puritans. Bringing together the evidence
concerning Lollardy from all sources, it draws a coherent picture of the
movement, clarifying the reasoning behind the radical opinions of
Wyclif's disciples, and justifying the concern shown by the ecclesiastical
authorities.
Before the Closet - Allen J. Frantzen 1998-11-15
Since the publication of John Boswell's Christianity, Social Tolerance,
and Homosexuality, historians have accepted the view that the early
Middle Ages tolerated and even fostered same-sex relations and that
intolerance of homosexuality developed only late in the medieval period.
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In this extraordinary study, Allen J. Frantzen challenges this long-held
belief, showing that the early medieval Church did not tolerate same-sex
acts, and, furthermore, that men and women during this time who
preferred homosexual relations pursued their desires in spite of official
sanctions. The early medieval period was, Frantzen argues, an age
before people recognized the existence - or the possibility - of the
"closet."
The Cambridge Companion to Reformation Theology - David Bagchi
2004-11-18
The European Reformation of the sixteenth century was one of the most
formative periods in the history of Christian thought and remains one of
the most fascinating events in Western history. The Cambridge
Companion to Reformation Theology provides a comprehensive guide to
the theology and theologians of the Reformation period. Each of the
eighteen chapters is written by a leading authority in the field and
provides an up-to-date account and analysis of the thought associated
with a particular figure or movement. There are chapters focusing on
lesser reformers such as Martin Bucer, and on the Catholic and Radical
Reformations, as well as the major Protestant reformers. A detailed
bibliography and comprehensive index allows comparison of the
treatment of specific themes by different figures. This authoritative and
accessible guide will appeal to students of history and literature as well
as specialist theologians.
Selections from English Wycliffite Writings - Medieval Academy of
America 1997-01-01
The text is in Middle English with extensive supplemental notes that help
to fully explain the context of each work. This new MART edition comes
with a revised and updated bibliography by the editor.
The Middling Sort and the Politics of Social Reformation - Richard
Dean Smith 2004
The interrelated demographic, economic, religious, and cultural
transformations that England experienced in the late sixteenth and early
seventeenth centuries were most pronounced in larger towns in the
south and east, such as Colchester in Essex. The effects produced by
these changes led to an effort at social and sexual regulation by the
town's more prosperous residents, in order to control and modify the
negative impact on the local population, especially the poor. This book
provides an in-depth portrait of an urban setting, discussing both
wrongdoers themselves and the motivations of the craftsmen and
tradesmen - the «middling sorts» - who enforced local standards of
conduct.
Wycliffite Spirituality - J. Patrick Hornbeck 2013
In one series, the original writings of the universally acknowledged
teachers of the Catholic, Protestant, Eastern Orthodox, Jewish, and
Islamic traditions have been critically selected, translated, and
introduced by internationally recognized scholars and spiritual leaders.
Until now, the mainstream historiography of Wycliffism has largely
ignored the positive spirituality that Wycliffite dissenters associated with
their faith. Even anthologies of Wycliffite writings have focused on their
key polemical tenets rather than their spirituality. Wycliffite Spirituality
offers a new, refreshing approach with a collection of texts showing that
Wycliffites were as keenly interested in the spiritual life as many of their
contemporaries and that Wycliffites reflected at length on such questions
as how best to live a virtuous active life in the world, how most
appropriately to approach God in prayer, how to understand traditional
prayers such as the Our Father and Ave Maria, and how to live up to
Christ's expectations for ministers and others in the church. WyclifÆs
writings on spirituality, the English texts composed by his followers, and
records from heresy trials that disclose information about suspects'
spiritual practices and devotional lives reveal that late medieval
dissenters practiced a vibrant Christianity deserving of further study.
Book jacket.
Lollards in the English Reformation - Susan Royal 2020-01-17
This book examines the afterlife of the lollard movement, demonstrating
how it was shaped and used by evangelicals and seventeenth-century
Protestants. It focuses on the work of John Foxe, whose influential Acts
and Monuments (1563) reoriented the lollards from heretics and traitors
to martyrs and model subjects, portraying them as Protestants’
ideological forebears. It is a scholarly mainstay that Foxe edited radical
lollard views to bring them in line with a mainstream monarchical
church. But this book offers a strong corrective to the argument,
revealing that the subversive material present in Foxe’s text allowed
seventeenth-century religious radicals to appropriate the lollards as
historical validation of their own theological and political positions. The
book argues that the same lollards who were used to strengthen the
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English church in the sixteenth century would play a role in its
fragmentation in the seventeenth.
Tudor England - Lucy Wooding 2022-10-11
A compelling, authoritative account of the brilliant, conflicted, visionary
world of Tudor England When Henry VII landed in a secluded bay in a far
corner of Wales, it seemed inconceivable that this outsider could ever be
king of England. Yet he and his descendants became some of England's
most unforgettable rulers, and gave their name to an age. The story of
the Tudor monarchs is as astounding as it was unexpected, but it was not
the only one unfolding between 1485 and 1603. In cities, towns, and
villages, families and communities lived their lives through times of great
upheaval. In this comprehensive new history, Lucy Wooding lets their
voices speak, exploring not just how monarchs ruled but also how men
and women thought, wrote, lived, and died. We see a monarchy under
strain, religion in crisis, a population contending with war, rebellion,
plague, and poverty. Remarkable in its range and depth, Tudor England
explores the many tensions of these turbulent years and presents a
markedly different picture from the one we thought we knew.
The Encyclopedia of Medieval Literature in Britain, 4 Volume Set Sian Echard 2017-08-07
Bringing together scholarship on multilingual and intercultural medieval
Britain like never before, The Encyclopedia of Medieval Literature in
Britain comprises over 600 authoritative entries spanning key figures,
contexts and influences in the literatures of Britain from the fifth to the
sixteenth centuries. A uniquely multilingual and intercultural approach
reflecting the latest scholarship, covering the entire medieval period and
the full tapestry of literary languages comprises over 600 authoritative
yet accessible entries on key figures, texts, critical debates,
methodologies, cultural and isitroical contexts, and related terminology
Represents all the literatures of the British Isles including Old and
Middle English, Early Scots, Anglo-Norman, the Norse, Latin and French
of Britain, and the Celtic Literatures of Wales, Ireland, Scotland and
Cornwall Boasts an impressive chronological scope, covering the period
from the Saxon invasions to the fifth century to the transition to the Early
Modern Period in the sixteenth Covers the material remains of Medieval
British literature, including manuscripts and early prints, literary sites
and contexts of production, performance and reception as well as
highlighting narrative transformations and intertextual links during the
period
Nicodemites - M. Anne Overell 2018-10-16
In Nicodemites: Faith and Concealment Between Italy and Tudor
England, Anne Overell examines those who concealed their beliefs, thus
avoiding persecution. Focusing on dilemmas in England and Italy, she
concludes that Nicodemites contributed to the erratic development of
toleration.
A Century of Theological and Religious Studies in Britain,
1902-2002 - Ernest Nicholson 2003
The essays in this volume give an account of how the agenda for theology
and religious studies was set and reset throughout the twentieth century
- by rapid and at times cataclysmic changes (wars, followed by social and
academic upheavals in the 1960s), by new movements of thought, by a
bounty of archaeological discoveries, and by unprecedented archival
research. Further new trends of study and fresh approaches
(existentialist, Marxian, postmodern) have in more recent years
generated new quests and horizons for reflection and research.
Theological enquiry in Great Britain was transformed in the late
nineteenth century through the gradual acceptance of the methods and
results of historical criticism. New agendas emerged in the various subdisciplines of theology and religious studies. Some of the issues raised by
biblical criticism, for example Christology and the 'quest of the historical
Jesus', were to remain topics of controversy throughout the twentieth
century. In other important and far-reaching ways, however, the agendas
that seemed clear in the early part of the century were abandoned, or
transformed and replaced, not only as a result of new discoveries and
movements of thought, but also by the unfolding events of a century that
brought the appalling carnage and horror of two world wars. Their
aftermath brought a shattering of inherited world views, including
religious world views, and disillusion with the optimistic trust in
inevitable progress that had seemed assured in many quarters and found
expression in widely influential 'liberal' theological thought of the time.
The centenary of the British Academy in 2002 has provided a most
welcome opportunity for reconsidering the contribution of British
scholarship to theological and religious studies in the last hundred years.
Representing Women - Susan Sage Heinzelman 1994
An interdisciplinary anthology of writing by and about women and the
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way they talk about themselves and allow others to talk about them in
ways that are sometimes liberating, sometimes incriminating, but always
fraught with questions of personal, and therefore political, power. Some
topics include the concept of representation in the law; race and
essentialism in feminist legal theory; and representing the lesbian in law
and literature. Lacks an index. Paper edition (unseen), $19.95.
Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Religious Thought in the Reformation - Bernard M. G. Reardon
2014-01-09
Most general accounts of the reformation concentrate on its events and
personalities while recent scholarship has been largely devoted to its
social and economic consequences. Benard Reardon's famous book has
been designed specifically to reassert the role of religion in the study of
reformation history and make the theological issues and arguments that
fuelled it accessible to non-specialists today.
The Practice and Politics of Reading, 650-1500 - Daniel G.
Donoghue 2022-09-06
A new look at how reading was practised and represented in England
from the seventh century to the beginnings of the print era, finding many
kinships between reading cultures across the medieval longue durée.
Catholic Reformation in Protestant Britain - Professor Alexandra
Walsham 2014-07-28
This volume brings together ten essays by Alexandra Walsham dealing
with Catholic Reformation in Protestant Britain. It revisits questions
about the Catholic experience in England, Wales and Scotland, and
situates it in the wider European context of the Counter Reformation to
take stock of the current scholarly debate and suggest avenues for future
research. Two of the chapters are entirely new, whilst the others are all
updated and revised versions of previously published pieces.
Radical Christian Writings - Andrew Bradstock 2008-04-15
This volume, which fills a gap in the current literature, will be essential
reading for third-year undergraduates and above in Biblical studies.
Romans - Stephen Westerholm 2022-09-29
A wide-ranging study of the interpretation of Paul’s letter to the Romans
throughout history, from Origen to Karl Barth. In anticipation of his
Illuminations commentary on Paul’s letter to the Romans, Stephen
Westerholm offers this extensive survey of the reception history of
Romans. After two initial chapters discussing the letter’s textual history
and its first readers in Rome (a discussion carried out in dialogue with
the Paul-within-Judaism stream of scholarship), Westerholm provides a
thorough overview of over thirty of the most influential, noteworthy, and
representative interpretations of Romans from nearly two thousand years
of history. Interpreters surveyed include Origen, John Chrysostom,
Augustine, Peter Abelard, Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther, John Calvin,
John Locke, Cotton Mather, John Wesley, and Karl Barth. Bearing in
mind that Paul did not write for scholars, Westerholm includes in his
study interpreters like Philipp Jakob Spener and Richard Baxter who
addressed more popular audiences, as well as an appendix on a
remarkable series of 372 sermons on Romans by beloved British
preacher Martyn Lloyd-Jones. A further aim of the book is to illustrate
the impact of this New Testament letter on Christian thought, supporting
Westerholm’s claim that “the history of the interpretation of Romans is,
in important areas and to a remarkable extent, the history of Christian
theology.”
Pieties in Transition - Elisabeth Salter 2017-05-15
This significant and innovative collection explores the changing piety of
townspeople and villagers before, during and after the Reformation. It
brings together leading and new scholars from England and the
Netherlands to present new research on a subject of importance to
historians of society and religion in late medieval and early modern
Europe. Contributors examine the diverse evidence for transitions in
piety and the processes of these changes. The volume incorporates a
range of approaches including social, cultural and religious history,
literary and manuscript studies, social anthropology and archaeology.
This is, therefore, an interdisciplinary volume that constitutes a cultural
history of changing pieties in the period c. 1400-1640. Contributors focus
on a number of specific themes using a range of types of evidence and
theoretical approaches. Some chapters make detailed reconstructions of
specific communities, groups and individuals; some offer perceptive and
useful analyses of theoretical and comparative approaches to transition
and to piety; and others closely examine cultural practices, ideas and
tastes. Through this range of detailed work, which brings to light
previously unknown sources as well as new approaches to more familiar
sources, contributors address a number of questions arising from recent
published work on late medieval and early modern piety and reformation.
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Individually and collectively, the chapters in this volume offer an
important contribution to the field of late medieval and early modern
piety. They highlight, for the first time, the centrality of processes of
transition in the experience and practice of religion. Offering a
refreshingly new approach to the subject, this volume raises timely
theoretical and methodological questions that will be of interest to a
broad audience.
The Wycliffite Heresy - Kantik Ghosh 2001-10-04
Kantik Ghosh argues that one of the main reasons for Lollardy's
sensational resonance for its times, and for its immediate posterity, was
its exposure of fundamental problems in late medieval academic
engagement with the Bible, its authority and its polemical uses.
Examining Latin and English sources, Ghosh shows how the same
debates over biblical hermeneutics and associated methodologies were
from the 1380s onwards conducted both within and outside the
traditional university framework, and how by eliding boundaries between
Latinate biblical speculation and vernacular religiosity Lollardy changed
the cultural and political positioning of both. Covering a wide range of
texts - scholastic and extramural, in Latin and in English, written over
half a century from Wyclif to Thomas Netter - Ghosh concludes that by
the first decades of the fifteenth century Lollardy had partly won the day.
Whatever its fate as a religious movement, it had successfully changed
the intellectual landscape of England.
The Plowman's Tale - Mary Rhinelander McCarl 2019-05-29
Published in 1997: An edition of the literary virus that inserted itself into
the Canterbury Tales and passed as authentic until the late 19th century.
The virulent attack on the clergy made possible the Renaissance
conception of Chaucer as a pre-Protestant English patriot.
The European Reformation - Euan Cameron 2012-03
A fully revised and updated version of this authoritative account of the
birth of the Protestant traditions in sixteenth-century Europe, providing a
clear and comprehensive narrative of these complex and many-stranded
events.
The Antichrist and the Lollards: Apocalypticism in Late Medieval
and Reformation England - Curtis V. Bostick 2021-10-11
This study examines apocalyptic ideologies in Late Medieval and
Reformation England. Focussing on Wycliffite vision of the end, this work
analyzes Lollard apocalyptic rhetoric and probes the cultural and social
impacts of apocalyptic ideas.
Imagining a Medieval English Nation - Kathy Lavezzo 2004
The first comprehensive analysis of English national identity in the late
Middle Ages. During the late Middle Ages, the increasing expansion of
administrative, legal, and military systems by a central government,
together with the greater involvement of the commons in national life,
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brought England closer than ever to political nationhood. Examining a
diverse array of texts--ranging from Latin and vernacular historiography
to Lollard tracts, Ricardian poetry, and chivalric treatises--this volume
reveals the variety of forms "England" assumed when it was imagined in
the medieval West. These essays disrupt conventional thinking about the
relationship between premodernity and modernity, challenge traditional
preconceptions regarding the origins of the nation, and complicate
theories about the workings of nationalism. Imagining a Medieval
English Nation is not only a collection of new readings of major canonical
works by leading medievalists, it is among the first book-length analyses
on the subject and of critical interest.
What is a Lollard? - J. Patrick Hornbeck II 2010-07-29
J. Patrick Hornbeck II explores the wide range of lollard beliefs on some
of the key issues in late medieval Christianity. He argues that the beliefs
of individual dissenters were conditioned by a number of social, textual,
and cultural factors.
A Companion to Lollardy - Mishtooni Bose 2016-02-15
In A Companion to Lollardy, Patrick Hornbeck sums up what we know
about lollardy, describes, its fortunes in the hands of its most recent
chroniclers, explores the many individuals, practices, texts, and beliefs
that have been called lollard.
Staging Contemplation - Eleanor Johnson 2018-08-17
What does it mean to contemplate? In the Middle Ages, more than
merely thinking with intensity, it was a religious practice entailing utter
receptiveness to the divine presence. Contemplation is widely considered
by scholars today to have been the highest form of devotional prayer, a
rarified means of experiencing God practiced only by the most devout of
monks, nuns, and mystics. Yet, in this groundbreaking new book, Eleanor
Johnson argues instead for the pervasiveness and accessibility of
contemplative works to medieval audiences. By drawing together
ostensibly diverse literary genres—devotional prose, allegorical poetry,
cycle dramas, and morality plays—Staging Contemplation paints late
Middle English contemplative writing as a broad genre that operated
collectively and experientially as much as through radical individual
disengagement from the world. Johnson further argues that the
contemplative genre played a crucial role in the exploration of the
English vernacular as a literary and theological language in the fifteenth
century, tracing how these works engaged modes of disfluency—from
strained syntax and aberrant grammar, to puns, slang, code-switching,
and laughter—to explore the limits, norms, and potential of English as a
devotional language. Full of virtuoso close readings, this book
demonstrates a sustained interest in how poetic language can foster a
participatory experience of likeness to God among lay and devotional
audiences alike.
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