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Pre-modern critical interactions of nature and society can best be studied during the so-called "Crisis of the
14th Century". While historiography has long ignored the environmental framing of historcial processes and
scientists have over-emphasized nature's impact on the course of human history, this volume tries to
describe the at times complex modes of the late-medieval relationship of man and nature. The idea of
'teleconnection', borrowed from the geosciences, describes the influence of atmospheric circulation
patterns often over long distances. It seems that there were 'teleconnections' in society, too. So this
volumes aims to examine man-environment interactions mainly in the 14th century from all over Europe
and beyond. It integrates contributions from different disciplines on impact, perception and reaction of
environmental change and natural extreme events on late Medieval societies. For humanists from all
historical disciplines it offers an approach how to integrate written and even scientific evidence on
environmental change in established and new fields of historical research. For scientists it demonstrates
the contributions scholars from the humanities can provide for discussion on past environmental changes.
Natural Disasters in the Ottoman Empire - Yaron Ayalon 2015
Yaron Ayalon explores the Ottoman Empire's history of natural disasters and its responses on a state,
communal, and individual level.
Climate Change and the Health of Nations - Anthony J. McMichael 2017
When we think of "climate change," we think of man-made global warming, caused by greenhouse gas
emissions. But natural climate change has occurred throughout human history, and populations have had to
adapt to the climate's vicissitudes. Anthony J. McMichael, a renowned epidemiologist and a pioneer in the
field of how human health relates to climate change, is the ideal person to tell this story. Climate Change
and the Health of Nations shows how the natural environment has vast direct and indirect repercussions for
human health and welfare. McMichael takes us on a tour of human history through the lens of major
transformations in climate. From the very beginning of our species some five million years ago, human
biology has evolved in response to cooling temperatures, new food sources, and changing geography. As
societies began to form, they too adapted in relation to their environments, most notably with the
development of agriculture eleven thousand years ago. Agricultural civilization was a Faustian bargain,
however: the prosperity and comfort that an agrarian society provides relies on the assumption that the
environment will largely remain stable. Indeed, for agriculture to succeed, environmental conditions must
be just right, which McMichael refers to as the "Goldilocks phenomenon." Global warming is disrupting this
balance, just as other climate-related upheavals have tested human societies throughout history. As
McMichael shows, the break-up of the Roman Empire, the bubonic Plague of Justinian, and the mysterious
collapse of Mayan civilization all have roots in climate change. Why devote so much analysis to the past,
when the daunting future of climate change is already here? Because the story of mankind�s previous
survival in the face of an unpredictable and unstable climate, and of the terrible toll that climate change
can take, could not be more important as we face the realities of a warming planet. This sweeping magnum
opus is not only a rigorous, innovative, and fascinating exploration of how the climate affects the human
condition, but also an urgent call to recognize our species' utter reliance on the earth as it is.
The Great Pestilence (A. D. 1348-9) - Francis Aidan Gasquet 1893

Town and Countryside in the Age of the Black Death - Mark Bailey 2012
The arrival of the Black Death in England, which killed around a half of the national population, marks the
beginning of one of the most fascinating, controversial and important periods of English social and
economic history. This collection of essays on English society and economy in the later Middle Ages
provides a worthy tribute to the pioneering work of John Hatcher in this field. With contributions from
many of the most eminent historians of the English economy in the later Middle Ages, the volume includes
discussions of population, agriculture, the manor, village society, trade, and industry. The book's chapters
offer original reassessments of key topics such as the impact of the Black Death on population and its
effects on agricultural productivity and estate management. A number of its studies open up new areas of
research, including the demography of coastal communities and the role of fairs in the late medieval
economy, whilst others explore the problems of evidence for mortality rates or for change within the village
community. Bringing together broad surveys of change and local case studies based on detailed archival
research, the book's chapters offer an assessment of previous work in the field and suggest a number of
new directions for scholarship in this area.
What Disease was Plague? - Ole Jørgen Benedictow 2010
In this monograph, the alternative theories to the established bubonic-plague theory as to the
microbiological identity of historical plague epidemics are intensively discussed in the light of the historical
sources and the medical primary research and standard works.
The Great Mortality - John Kelly 2005-02
Chronicles the Great Plague that devastated Asia and Europe in the fourteenth century, documenting the
experiences of people who lived during its height while describing the harrowing decline of moral
boundaries that also marked the period. 40,000 first printing.
Reading in the Byzantine Empire and Beyond - Clare Teresa M. Shawcross 2018-10-04
The first comprehensive introduction in English to books, readers and reading in Byzantium and the wider
medieval world surrounding it.
The Black Death, 1346-1353 - Ole Jørgen Benedictow 2004
The best introduction to the terrible international impact of the Black Death.
The Black Death in the Fourteenth Century - Justus Friedrich Carl Hecker 1833
This book lends an overview of the history of the plague, as well as 19th-century knowledge of its cause.
This book serves as a wonderful introduction to the topic of the Black Death with some profoundly
interesting facts contained within. For example,?women were distinctly more fertile after the cessation of
the Black Plague, with double and triple birth rates being markedly more common.?
Leprosy in Medieval England - Carole Rawcliffe 2009
A major reassessment, based on hitherto unpublished manuscript material, of a disease whose history has
attracted more myths and misunderstandings than any other.
Bubonic Plague in Nineteenth-century China - Carol Benedict 1991
The Crisis of the 14th Century - Martin Bauch 2019-12-16
the-black-death-1346-1353-the-complete-history
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Black Death - Robert S. Gottfried 2010-05-11
A fascinating work of detective history, The Black Death traces the causes and far-reaching consequences
of this infamous outbreak of plague that spread across the continent of Europe from 1347 to 1351. Drawing
on sources as diverse as monastic manuscripts and dendrochronological studies (which measure growth
rings in trees), historian Robert S. Gottfried demonstrates how a bacillus transmitted by rat fleas brought
on an ecological reign of terror -- killing one European in three, wiping out entire villages and towns, and
rocking the foundation of medieval society and civilization.
The Black Death - John Aberth 2020-10
"A higher education history book on the Black Death, giving not just a narrative account but also a
thorough examination of the latest forensic, historical, and DNA evidence to date"-The Encyclopaedia Britannica - 2020-12-15
This book has been considered by academicians and scholars of great significance and value to literature.
This forms a part of the knowledge base for future generations. So that the book is never forgotten we have
represented this book in a print format as the same form as it was originally first published. Hence any
marks or annotations seen are left intentionally to preserve its true nature.
Return of the Black Death - Susan Scott 2007-12-10
If the twenty-first century seems an unlikely stage for the return of a 14th-century killer, the authors of
Return of the Black Death argue that the plague, which vanquished half of Europe, has only lain dormant,
waiting to emerge again—perhaps, in another form. At the heart of their chilling scenario is their
contention that the plague was spread by direct human contact (not from rat fleas) and was, in fact, a virus
perhaps similar to AIDS and Ebola. Noting the periodic occurrence of plagues throughout history, the
authors predict its inevitable re-emergence sometime in the future, transformed by mass mobility and
bioterrorism into an even more devastating killer.
The Black Death - John Aberth 2005-03-02
A fascinating account of the phenomenon known as the Black Death, this volume offers a wealth of
documentary material focused on the initial outbreak of the plague that ravaged the world in the 14th
century. A comprehensive introduction that provides important background on the origins and spread of
the plague is followed by nearly 50 documents organized into topical sections that focus on the origin and
spread of the illness; the responses of medical practitioners; the societal and economic impact; religious
responses; the flagellant movement and attacks on Jews provoked by the plague; and the artistic response.
Each chapter has an introduction that summarizes the issues explored in the documents; headnotes to the
documents provide additional background material. The book contains documents from many countries including Muslim and Byzantine sources - to give students a variety of perspectives on this devastating
illness and its consequences. The volume also includes illustrations, a chronology of the Black Death, and
questions to consider.
The Black Death in Egypt and England - Stuart J. Borsch 2009-09-15
Throughout the fourteenth century AD/eighth century H, waves of plague swept out of Central Asia and
decimated populations from China to Iceland. So devastating was the Black Death across the Old World
that some historians have compared its effects to those of a nuclear holocaust. As countries began to
recover from the plague during the following century, sharp contrasts arose between the East, where
societies slumped into long-term economic and social decline, and the West, where technological and social
innovation set the stage for Europe's dominance into the twentieth century. Why were there such opposite
outcomes from the same catastrophic event? In contrast to previous studies that have looked to differences
between Islam and Christianity for the solution to the puzzle, this pioneering work proposes that a
country's system of landholding primarily determined how successfully it recovered from the calamity of
the Black Death. Stuart Borsch compares the specific cases of Egypt and England, countries whose
economies were based in agriculture and whose pre-plague levels of total and agrarian gross domestic
product were roughly equivalent. Undertaking a thorough analysis of medieval economic data, he cogently
explains why Egypt's centralized and urban landholding system was unable to adapt to massive
depopulation, while England's localized and rural landholding system had fully recovered by the year 1500.
Encyclopedia of the Black Death - Joseph P. Byrne Ph.D. 2012-01-16
the-black-death-1346-1353-the-complete-history

This encyclopedia provides 300 interdisciplinary, cross-referenced entries that document the effect of the
plague on Western society across the four centuries of the second plague pandemic, balancing medical
history and technical matters with historical, cultural, social, and political factors. • 300 A–Z
interdisciplinary entries on medical matters and historical issues • Each entry includes up-to-date resources
for further research
The Black Death in London - Barnie Sloane 2011-05-02
The Black Death of 1348–49 may have killed more than 50% of the European population. This book
examines the impact of this appalling disaster on England's most populous city, London. Using previously
untapped documentary sources alongside archaeological evidence, a remarkably detailed picture emerges
of the arrival, duration and public response to this epidemic and subsequent fourteenth-century outbreaks.
Wills and civic and royal administration documents provide clear evidence of the speed and severity of the
plague, of how victims, many named, made preparations for their heirs and families, and of the immediate
social changes that the aftermath brought. The traditional story of the timing and arrival of the plague is
challenged and the mortality rate is revised up to 50%–60% in the first outbreak, with a population decline
of 40–45% across Edward III’s reign. Overall, The Black Death in London provides as detailed a story as it is
possible to tell of the impact of the plague on a major medieval English city.
Pandemic Disease in the Medieval World - Monica Helen Green 2015
This ground-breaking book brings together scholars from the humanities and social and physical sciences
to address the question of how recent work in the genetics, zoology, and epidemiology of plague's causative
organism (Yersinia pestis) can allow a rethinking of the Black Death pandemic and its larger historical
significance.
Plague and Empire in the Early Modern Mediterranean World - Nükhet Varlik 2015-07-22
This is the first systematic scholarly study of the Ottoman experience of plague during the Black Death
pandemic and the centuries that followed. Using a wealth of archival and narrative sources, including
medical treatises, hagiographies, and travelers' accounts, as well as recent scientific research, Nükhet
Varlik demonstrates how plague interacted with the environmental, social, and political structures of the
Ottoman Empire from the late medieval through the early modern era. The book argues that the empire's
growth transformed the epidemiological patterns of plague by bringing diverse ecological zones into
interaction and by intensifying the mobilities of exchange among both human and non-human agents. Varlik
maintains that persistent plagues elicited new forms of cultural imagination and expression, as well as a
new body of knowledge about the disease. In turn, this new consciousness sharpened the Ottoman
administrative response to the plague, while contributing to the makings of an early modern state.
King Death - Colin Platt 2014-07-10
This illustrated survey examines what it was actually like to live with plague and the threat of plague in
late-medieval and early modern England.; Colin Platt's books include "The English Medieval Town",
"Medieval England: A Social History and Archaeology from the Conquest to 1600" and "The Architecture of
Medieval Britain: A Social History" which won the Wolfson Prize for 1990. This book is intended for
undergraduate/6th form courses on medieval England, option courses on demography, medicine, family and
social focus. The "black death" and population decline is central to A-level syllabuses on this period.
Plague: A Very Short Introduction - Paul Slack 2012-03-22
Throughout history plague has been the cause of many major catastrophes. It was responsible for the Black
Death of 1348 and the Great Plague of London in 1665, and for devastating epidemics much earlier and
much later, in the Mediterranean in the sixth century, and in China and India between the 1890s and
1920s. Today, it has become a metaphor for other epidemic disasters which appear to threaten us, but
plague itself has never been eradicated. In this Very Short Introduction, Paul Slack explores the historical
impact of plague over the centuries, looking at the ways in which it has been interpreted, and the powerful
images it has left behind in art and literature. Examining what plague meant for those who suffered from it,
and how governments began to fight against it, he demonstrates the impact plague has had on modern
notions of public health and how it has shaped our history. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
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combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
Psychiatry of Pandemics - Damir Huremović 2019-05-15
This book focuses on how to formulate a mental health response with respect to the unique elements of
pandemic outbreaks. Unlike other disaster psychiatry books that isolate aspects of an emergency, this book
unifies the clinical aspects of disaster and psychosomatic psychiatry with infectious disease responses at
the various levels, making it an excellent resource for tackling each stage of a crisis quickly and thoroughly.
The book begins by contextualizing the issues with a historical and infectious disease overview of
pandemics ranging from the Spanish flu of 1918, the HIV epidemic, Ebola, Zika, and many other outbreaks.
The text acknowledges the new infectious disease challenges presented by climate changes and considers
how to implement systems to prepare for these issues from an infection and social psyche perspective. The
text then delves into the mental health aspects of these crises, including community and cultural responses,
emotional epidemiology, and mental health concerns in the aftermath of a disaster. Finally, the text
considers medical responses to situation-specific trauma, including quarantine and isolation-associated
trauma, the mental health aspects of immunization and vaccination, survivor mental health, and support for
healthcare personnel, thereby providing guidance for some of the most alarming trends facing the medical
community. Written by experts in the field, Psychiatry of Pandemics is an excellent resource for infectious
disease specialists, psychiatrists, psychologists, immunologists, hospitalists, public health officials, nurses,
and medical professionals who may work patients in an infectious disease outbreak.
Plague and Public Health in Early Modern Seville - Kristy Wilson Bowers 2013
This study of sixteenth-century Seville offers a new perspective on how early modern cities adapted to
living with repeated epidemics of plague.
Biology of Plagues - Susan Scott 2001-03-29
The threat of unstoppable plagues, such as AIDS and Ebola, is always with us. In Europe, the most
devastating plagues were those from the Black Death pandemic in the 1300s to the Great Plague of London
in 1665. For the last 100 years, it has been accepted that Yersinia pestis, the infective agent of bubonic
plague, was responsible for these epidemics. This book combines modern concepts of epidemiology and
molecular biology with computer-modelling. Applying these to the analysis of historical epidemics, the
authors show that they were not, in fact, outbreaks of bubonic plague. Biology of Plagues offers a
completely new interdisciplinary interpretation of the plagues of Europe and establishes them within a
geographical, historical and demographic framework. This fascinating detective work will be of interest to
readers in the social and biological sciences, and lessons learnt will underline the implications of historical
plagues for modern-day epidemiology.
The Black Death - 2013-01-01
This series provides texts central to medieval studies courses and focuses upon the diverse cultural, social
and political conditions that affected the functioning of all levels of medieval society. Translations are
accompanied by introductory and explanatory material and each volume includes a comprehensive guide to
the sources' interpretation, including discussion of critical linguistic problems and an assessment of recent
research on the topics covered. From 1348 to 1350 Europe was devastated by an epidemic that left
between a third and one half of the population dead. This source book traces, through contemporary
writings, the calamitous impact of the Black Death in Europe, with a particular emphasis on its spread
across England from 1348 to 1349. Rosemary Horrox surveys contemporary attempts to explain the plague,
which was universally regarded as an expression of divine vengeance for the sins of humankind. Moralists
all had their particular targets for criticism. However, this emphasis on divine chastisement did not
preclude attempts to explain the plague in medical or scientific terms. Also, there was a widespread belief
that human agencies had been involved, and such scapegoats as foreigners, the poor and Jews were all
accused of poisoning wells. The final section of the book charts the social and psychological impact of the
plague, and its effect on the late-medieval economy.
The Great Transition - B. M. S. Campbell 2016-06-23
Major account of the fourteenth-century crisis which saw a series of famines, revolts and epidemics
transform the medieval world.
the-black-death-1346-1353-the-complete-history

The Prospect of Global History - James Belich 2016
'The Prospect of Global History' offers a new approach to the study of history, looking at the subject across
a greater chronological range and seeking perspectives from sources beyond conventional European
narratives.
Images of Plague and Pestilence - Christine M. Boeckl 2000-11-24
Since the late fourteenth century, European artists created an extensive body of images, in paintings,
prints, drawings, sculptures, and other media, about the horrors of disease and death, as well as hope and
salvation. This interdisciplinary study on disease in metaphysical context is the first general overview of
plague art written from an art-historical standpoint. The book selects masterpieces created by Raphael,
Titian, Tintoretto, Rubens, Van Dyck, and Poussin, and includes minor works dating from the fourteenth to
twentieth centuries. It highlights the most important innovative artistic works that originated during the
Renaissance and the Catholic Reformation. This study of the changing iconographic patterns and their
iconological interpretations opens a window to the past.
Yellow Fever and the South - Margaret Humphreys 1999-05-28
"Humphreys is to be commended for a job well done. This superior study exhibits the canons of historical
scholarship at their finest. The thesis is clearly stated and convincingly explicated. The research is
exhaustive. The writing is felicitous and compelling. There is no hint of bias. The work will appeal to a wide
audience, including historians of the South, historians of science and medicine, and social historians. It will
prove to be an enduring, perhaps path-setting, contribution to the literature of the South and of science and
medicine."-James O. Breeden, Bulletin of the History of Medicine In the last half of the nineteenth century,
yellow fever plagued the American South. It stalked the region's steaming cities, killing its victims with
overwhelming hepatitis and hemorrhage. Margaret Humphreys explores the ways in which this tropical
disease hampered commerce, frustrated the scientific community, and eventually galvanized local and
federal authorities into forming public health boards. She pays particular attention to the various theories
for containing the disease and the constant tension between state and federal officials over how public
funds should be spent. Her research recovers the specific concerns of the late nineteenth- and early
twentieth-century South, broadening our understanding of the evolution of preventive medicine in the
United States. "In working her way through the bureaucratic infighting, intraregional rivalries, muddled
scientific debates, medical uncertainties, professional power plays, business pressures, and personal
jealousies that characterized this relationship in the South, Humphreys throws new light on such shadowy
subjects as quarantine politics, the role of the federal government in public health, and the economic
implications of epidemic disease . . . this is an excellent and heuristic piece of work."-James C. Mohr,
University of Oregon "Humphreys excels by the sheer power of her analysis . . . to argue convincingly that
the imperative to control fever directed the development of Southern and Federal health institutions; that
the objectives, attitudes and achievements of Southern public health officials were strikingly different from
those of their Northern counterparts; and that the problem of yellow fever was essential in bringing about
the U.S. Public Health Service . . . at her best Humphreys is able to cogently examine and illuminate the
meaning of specific events, situations, and social processes."-Norman Gevitz, Journal of the American
Medical Association
Plague and the Poor in Renaissance Florence - Ann G. Carmichael 2014-05-08
Originally published in 1986, this book uses Florentine death registers to show the changing character of
plague from the first outbreak of the Black Death in 1348 to the mid-fifteenth century. Through an
innovative study of this evidence, Professor Carmichael develops two related strands of analysis. First, she
discusses the extent to which true plague epidemics may have occurred, by considering what other
infectious diseases contributed significantly to outbreaks of 'pestilence'. She finds that there were many
differences between the fourteenth- and fifteenth-century epidemics. She then shows how the differences in
the plague reshaped the attitudes of Italian city-dwellers toward plague in the fifteenth century. This book
will be of value to anyone with an interest in the history of the plague, Renaissance Italy and the history of
medicine.
Infectious Ideas - Justin K. Stearns 2011-04-01
Based on Stearns's analysis of Muslim and Christian legal, theological, historical, and medical texts in
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Arabic, Medieval Castilian, and Latin, Infectious Ideas is the first book to offer a comparative discussion of
concepts of contagion in the premodern Mediterranean world.
The Black Death in the Middle East - Michael Walters Dols 2019-01-29
In the middle of the fourteenth century a devastating epidemic of plague, commonly known in European
history as the "Black Death," swept over the Eurasian continent. This book, based principally on Arabic
sources, establishes the means of transmission and the chronology of the plague pandemic's advance
through the Middle East. The prolonged reduction of population that began with the Black Death was of
fundamental significance to the social and economic history of Egypt and Syria in the later Middle Ages.
The epidemic's spread suggests a remarkable destruction of human life in the fourteenth century, and a
series of plague recurrences appreciably slowed population growth in the following century and a half,
impoverishing Middle Eastern society. Social reactions illustrate the strength of traditional Muslim values
and practices, social organization, and cohesiveness. The sudden demographic decline brought about longterm as well as immediate economic adjustments in land values, salaries, and commerce. Michael W. Dols is
Assistant Professor of History at California State University, Hayward. Originally published in 1977. The
Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously
out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the
original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions.
The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
The Complete History of the Black Death - Ole Jørgen Benedictow 2021
Completely revised and updated for this new edition, Benedictow's acclaimed study remains the definitive
account of the Black Death and its impact on history. The first edition of The Black Death collected and
analysed the many local studies on the disease published in a variety of languages and examined a range of
scholarly papers. The medical and epidemiological characteristics of the disease, its geographical origin, its
spread across Asia Minor, the Middle East, North Africa and Europe, and the mortality in the countries and
regions for which there are satisfactory studies, are clearly presented and thoroughly discussed. The
pattern, pace and seasonality of spread revealed through close scrutiny of these studies exactly reflect
current medical work and standard studies on the epidemiology of bubonic plague. Benedictow's findings
made it clear that the true mortality rate was far higher than had been previously thought. In the light of
those findings, the discussion in the last part of the book showing the Black Death as a turning point in
history takes on a new significance. OLE J. BENEDICTOW is Professor of History at the University of Oslo.
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A Rural Society After the Black Death - L. R. Poos 2004-01-29
A Rural Society after the Black Death is a study of rural social structure in the English county of Essex
between 1350 and 1500. It seeks to understand how, in the population collapse after the Black Death
(1348-1349), a particular economic environment affected ordinary people's lives in the areas of migration,
marriage and employment, and also contributed to patterns of religious nonconformity, agrarian riots and
unrest, and even rural housing. The period under scrutiny is often seen as a transitional era between
'medieval' and 'early-modern' England, but in the light of recent advances in English historical demography,
this study suggests that there was more continuity than change in some critically important aspects of
social structure in the region in question. Among the most important contributions of the book are its use of
an unprecedentedly wide range of original manuscript records (estate and manorial records, taxation and
criminal-court records, royal tenurial records, and the records of church courts, wills etc.) and its
application of current quantitative and comparative demographic methods.
The Black Death - Hourly History 2016-02-16
Sweeping across the known world with unchecked devastation, the Black Death claimed between 75 million
and 200 million lives in four short years. In this engaging and well-researched book, the trajectory of the
plague’s march west across Eurasia and the cause of the great pandemic is thoroughly explored. Inside you
will read about... ✓ What was the Black Death? ✓ A Short History of Pandemics ✓ Chronology & Trajectory ✓
Causes & Pathology ✓ Medieval Theories & Disease Control ✓ Black Death in Medieval Culture ✓
Consequences Fascinating insights into the medieval mind’s perception of the disease and examinations of
contemporary accounts give a complete picture of what the world’s most effective killer meant to medieval
society in particular and humanity in general.
The Black Death - Philip Ziegler 2009-04-07
A series of natural disasters in the Orient during the fourteenth century brought about the most devastating
period of death and destruction in European history. The epidemic killed one-third of Europe's people over
a period of three years, and the resulting social and economic upheaval was on a scale unparalleled in all of
recorded history. Synthesizing the records of contemporary chroniclers and the work of later historians,
Philip Ziegler offers a critically acclaimed overview of this crucial epoch in a single masterly volume. The
Black Death vividly and comprehensively brings to light the full horror of this uniquely catastrophic event
that hastened the disintegration of an age.
Leprosy and Charity in Medieval Rouen - Elma Brenner 2015
An investigation into the effects of leprosy in one of the major towns in medieval France, illuminating
urban, religious and medical culture at the time.
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