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The Unconscious - Sigmund Freud 2005-09-29
One of Freud's central achievements was to
demonstrate how unacceptable thoughts and
feelings are repressed into the unconscious,
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

from where they continue to exert a decisive
influence over our lives. This volume contains a
key statement about evidence for the
unconscious, and how it works, as well as major
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essays on all the fundamentals of mental
functioning. Freud explores how we are torn
between the pleasure principle and the reality
principle, how we often find ways both to
express and to deny what we most fear, and why
certain men need fetishes for their sexual
satisfaction. His study of our most basic drives,
and how they are transformed, brilliantly
illuminates the nature of sadism, masochism,
exhibitionism and voyeurism.
No Joke - Ruth R. Wisse 2013-06-02
In this book, Ruth Wisse evokes and applauds
the genius of spontaneous Jewish joking--as well
as the brilliance of comic masterworks by
writers like Heinrich Heine, Sholem Aleichem,
Isaac Babel, S. Y. Agnon, Isaac Bashevis Singer,
and Philip Roth. A.
Jokes and their relation to the unconscious Sigmund Freud 1960
Let There Be Laughter - Michael Krasny
2016-09-27
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From the host of NPR affiliate’s Forum with
Michael Krasny, a compendium of Jewish jokes
that packs the punches with hilarious riff after
riff and also offers a window into Jewish culture.
Michael Krasny has been telling Jewish jokes
since his bar mitzvah, and it’s been said that he
knows more of them than anyone on the planet.
He certainly states his case in this wise,
enlightening, and hilarious book that not only
collects the best of Jewish humor passed down
from generation to generation, but explains the
cultural expressions and anxieties behind the
laughs. "What’s Jewish Alzheimer’s?" "You forget
everything but the grudges." "You must be so
proud. Your daughter is the President of the
United States!" "Yes. But her brother is a
doctor!" "Isn’t Jewish humor masochistic?" "No.
And if I hear that one more time I am going to
kill myself." With his background as a scholar
and public-radio host, Krasny delves deeply into
the themes, topics, and form of Jewish humor:
chauvinism undercut by irony and self-mockery,
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the fear of losing cultural identity through
assimilation, the importance of vocal inflection
in joke-telling, and calls to communal memory,
including the use of Yiddish. Borrowing from
traditional humor and such Jewish comedy
legends as Jackie Mason, Mel Brooks, and Joan
Rivers, Larry David, Sarah Silverman, Jerry
Seinfeld and Amy Schumer, Let There Be
Laughter is an absolute pleasure for the chosen
and goyim alike.
Freud: A Life for Our Time - Peter Gay
2006-05-17
A thorough biographical portrait of the pivotal
thinker and practitioner probes many aspects of
Freud's life, including his family, his city, his
professional challenges, and his innovative and
controversial theories.
The Psychology of Humor - Rod A. Martin
2010-07-27
Research on humor is carried out in a number of
areas in psychology, including the cognitive
(What makes something funny?), developmental
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(when do we develop a sense of humor?), and
social (how is humor used in social interactions?)
Although there is enough interest in the area to
have spawned several societies, the literature is
dispersed in a number of primary journals, with
little in the way of integration of the material
into a book. Dr. Martin is one of the best known
researchers in the area, and his research goes
across subdisciplines in psychology to be of wide
appeal. This is a singly authored monograph that
provides in one source, a summary of
information researchers might wish to know
about research into the psychology of humor.
The material is scholarly, but the presentation of
the material is suitable for people unfamiliar
with the subject-making The Psychology of
Humor suitable for use for advanced
undergraduate and graduate level courses on
the psychology of humor-which have not had a
textbook source. 2007 AATH Book Award for
Humor/Laughter Research category! Up-to-date
coverage of research on humor and laughter in
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every area of psychology Research findings are
integrated into a coherent conceptual framework
Includes recent brain imaging studies,
evolutionary models, and animal research Draws
on contributions from sociology, linguistics,
neuroscience, and anthropology Provides an
overview of theories of humor and early
research Explores applications of humor in
psychotherapy, education, and the workplace
Points out interesting topics for further research
and promising research methodologies Written
in a scholarly yet easily accessible style 2007
AATH Book Award for Humor/Laughter
Research category
Engaging Humor - Elliott Oring 2010-10-01
Elliott Oring asks essential questions concerning
humorous expression in contemporary society,
examining how humor works, why it is
employed, and what its messages might be. This
provocative book is filled with examples of jokes
and riddles that reveal humor to be a
meaningful--even significant--form of expression.
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

Oring provides alternate ways of thinking about
humorous expressions by examining their
contexts--not just their contents. Engaging
Humor demonstrates that when analyzed
contextually and comparatively, humorous
expressions emerge as communications that are
startling, intriguing, and profound.
Freud's Wishful Dream Book - Alexander Welsh
1994-09-19
Although it is customary to credit Freud's selfanalysis, it may be more accurate, Alexander
Welsh argues, to say that psychoanalysis began
when The Interpretation of Dreams was
published in the last weeks of the nineteenth
century. Only by going public with his theory-that dreams manifest hidden wishes--did Freud
establish a position to defend and embark upon
a career. That position and career have been
among the most influential in this century. In
August 1899, Freud wrote to Wilhelm Fliess of
the dream book in terms reminiscent of Dante's
Inferno. Beginning from a dark wood, this
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modern journey features "a concealed pass
though which I lead the reader--my specimen
dream with its peculiarities, details,
indiscretions, bad jokes--and then suddenly the
high ground and the view and the question,
Which way do you wish to go now?" Physician
that he is, Freud appoints himself guide rather
than hero, yet the way "you" wish to go is very
much his prescribed way. In Welsh's book,
readers are invited on Freud's journey, to pause
at each concealed pass in his seminal work and
ask where the guide is taking them and why.
Along the way, Welsh shows how Freud's
arbitrary turnings are themselves wishful,
intended to persuade by pleasing the reader and
author alike; that his interest in secrets and his
self-proclaimed modest ambition are products of
their time; and that the book may best be read
as a romance or serial comedy. "Some of the
humor throughout," Welsh notes, "can only be
understood as a particular kind of fine
performance." Welsh offers the first critical
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

overview of the argument in Freud's masterpiece
and of the author who presents himself as guide.
The Foundations of Psychoanalysis - Adolf
Grunbaum 1985-12-16
This study is a philosophical critique of the
foundations of Sigmund Freud's psychoanalysis.
As such, it also takes cognizance of his claim
that psychoanalysis has the credentials of a
natural science. It shows that the reasoning on
which Freud rested the major hypotheses of his
edifice was fundamentally flawed, even if the
probity of the clinical observations he adduced
were not in question. Moreover, far from
deserving to be taken at face value, clinical data
from the psychoanalytic treatment setting are
themselves epistemically quite suspect.
Semantic Mechanisms of Humor - V. Raskin
2012-12-06
GOAL This is the funniest book I have ever
written - and the ambiguity here is deliberate.
Much of this book is about deliberate ambiguity,
described as unambiguously as possible, so the
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previous sentence is probably the fIrst, last, and
only deliberately ambiguous sentence in the
book. Deliberate ambiguity will be shown to
underlie much, if not all, of verbal humor. Some
of its forms are simple enough to be perceived
as deliberately ambiguous on the surface; in
others, the ambiguity results from a deep
semantic analysis. Deep semantic analysis is the
core of this approach to humor. The book is the
fIrst ever application of modem linguistic theory
to the study of humor and it puts forward a
formal semantic theory of verbal humor. The
goal of the theory is to formulate the necessary
and sufficient conditions, in purely semantic
terms, for a text to be funny. In other words, if a
formal semantic analysis of a text yields a
certain set of semantic proptrties which the text
possesses, then the text is recognized as a joke.
As any modem linguistic theory, this semantic
theory of humor attempts to match a natural
intuitive ability which the native speaker has, in
this particular case, the ability to perceive a text
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

as funny, i. e. , to distinguish a joke from a nonjoke.
Humour in Society - George E Paton
1988-04-18
Wit and Its Relation to the Unconscious Sigmund Freud 1916
Beyond a Joke - S. Lockyer 2005-11-01
Humour is pervasive in contemporary culture,
and is generally celebrated as a public good. Yet
there are times when it is felt to produce
intolerance, misunderstanding or even hatred.
This book brings together, for the first time,
contributions that consider the ethics as well as
the aesthetics of humour. The book focuses on
the abuses and limits of humour, some of which
excite considerable social tension and
controversy. Beyond a Joke is an exciting
intervention, full of challenging questions and
issues.
Zizek's Jokes - Slavoj Zizek 2018-02-23
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Žižek as comedian: jokes in the service of
philosophy. “A serious and good philosophical
work could be written consisting entirely of
jokes.”—Ludwig Wittgenstein The good news is
that this book offers an entertaining but
enlightening compilation of Žižekisms. Unlike
any other book by Slavoj Žižek, this compact
arrangement of jokes culled from his writings
provides an index to certain philosophical,
political, and sexual themes that preoccupy him.
Žižek's Jokes contains the set-ups and punch
lines—as well as the offenses and insults—that
Žižek is famous for, all in less than 200 pages.
So what's the bad news? There is no bad news.
There's just the inimitable Slavoj Žižek,
disguised as an impossibly erudite, politically
incorrect uncle, beginning a sentence, “There is
an old Jewish joke, loved by Derrida...“ For
Žižek, jokes are amusing stories that offer a
shortcut to philosophical insight. He illustrates
the logic of the Hegelian triad, for example, with
three variations of the “Not tonight, dear, I have
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

a headache” classic: first the wife claims a
migraine; then the husband does; then the wife
exclaims, “Darling, I have a terrible migraine, so
let's have some sex to refresh me!” A punch line
about a beer bottle provides a Lacanian lesson
about one signifier. And a “truly obscene”
version of the famous “aristocrats” joke has the
family offering a short course in Hegelian
thought rather than a display of unspeakables.
Žižek's Jokes contains every joke cited,
paraphrased, or narrated in Žižek's work in
English (including some in unpublished
manuscripts), including different versions of the
same joke that make different points in different
contexts. The larger point being that comedy is
central to Žižek's seriousness.
On Humour - Simon Critchley 2011-08-26
Does humour make us human, or do the cats and
dogs laugh along with us? On Humour is a
fascinating, beautifully written and funny book
on what humour can tell us about being human.
Simon Critchley skilfully probes some of the
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most perennial but least understood aspects of
humour, such as our tendency to laugh at
animals and our bodies, why we mock death with
comedy and why we think it's funny when people
act like machines. He also looks at the darker
side of humour, as rife in sexism and racism and
argues that it is important for reminding us of
people we would rather not be.
Only Joking - Jimmy Carr 2006-09-21
Britain’s hottest young comedian presents a
seriously funny, up-close look at joking
matters—from the social origins of laughter, to
the art and craft of humor, to why we can never
remember the punch line—featuring over 300
jokes. As the host of the hit game show
Distraction (now in its third season on Comedy
Central) and one of the premier stand-up acts
working today, award-winning comedian Jimmy
Carr has won over millions of fans around the
world with his trademark rapier wit, laced with
"exquisitely economical and perfectly timed oneliners" (The Guardian). For this book he teams
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

up with friend and fellow comedy writer Lucy
Greeves to take an in-depth look at where humor
comes from and how it works, through exploring
its purest form: the joke. Only Joking begins with
the mechanism of laughter—how it happens and
why even infants do it—then delves into the
power of the punch line, exploring the basics of
all jokes, from the use of shock and surprise to
advanced stand-up techniques such as the "pullback/reveal." Carr and Greeves go on to explore
taboo humor, jokes that bomb, and the
psychology of finding something funny. They
look into the long-standing connection between
politics and humor, and discuss the survival
prospects for contentious jokes in the current
political climate. Throughout the book they
conjure up a supporting cast of colorful joke
enthusiasts, from Sigmund Freud to Lenny
Bruce, and discuss their influence on the jokes
we tell today. Surveying across national, ethnic,
and gender divides, this rollicking analysis of
why joking will always be close to the human
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heart is an irresistible exploration of humor that
makes clear why we need a good laugh now
more than ever.
Humour Theory and Practice: A Study on a
Jumping Frog - Corinna Hein 2007-08
Seminar paper from the year 2000 in the subject
Cultural Studies - Basics and Definitions, grade:
1,0 (A), European University Viadrina Frankfurt
(Oder) (Cultural Studies department), course:
Humour in Literature - From Sermon to Cabaret,
language: English, abstract: Die vorliegende
Abschlussarbeit arbeitet mit Bergsons und
Freuds Theorien über den Humor, um Mark
Twains humorvolle Erzählung "The Celebrated
Jumping Frog of Calaveras County" zu
analyisieren. Es wird offensichtlich, dass man
Bergsons Theorie über die Komik, welche ihm
zur Folge z.B. aus der Mechanisierung des
Lebens resultiert, und auch Freuds Theorien
unbewusste Mechanismen betreffend, in der
Erzählung wieder findet. Somit erweist sich der
Humor der Erzählung als auf lustigen
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

Stereotypisierungen, wie sie in den Figuren
Smiley und Wheeler zu finden sind, basiert.
Twain spielt mit Gefühlen von Überlegenheit,
mit Erwartungen, Situationskomik, mit den
Möglichkeiten, Lachen aufgrund von Mitleid zu
erzeugen, mit Übertreibung, Wiederholung,
Parallelismus, fehlender Übereinstimmung oder
Satire. Wie ebenfalls deutlich wird, bieten sich
oft schon verschiedene Möglichkeiten der
Interpretation dessen, was als "lustig" betrachtet
wird, wenn man nur zwei Humortheoretiker zur
Untersuchung heranzieht. Konsequenter Weise
könnten moderne Humortheoretiker
wahrscheinlich weitere Möglichkeiten der
Interpretation aufzeigen. Das war nicht Ziel
dieser Arbeit, würde jedoch zukünftig weiteren
Analyseraum bieten.
Jokes - Ted Cohen 2008-04-15
Abe and his friend Sol are out for a walk
together in a part of town they haven't been in
before. Passing a Christian church, they notice a
curious sign in front that says "$1,000 to anyone
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who will convert." "I wonder what that's about,"
says Abe. "I think I'll go in and have a look. I'll
be back in a minute; just wait for me." Sol sits on
the sidewalk bench and waits patiently for
nearly half an hour. Finally, Abe reappears.
"Well," asks Sol, "what are they up to? Who are
they trying to convert? Why do they care? Did
you get the $1,000?" Indignantly Abe replies,
"Money. That's all you people care about." Ted
Cohen thinks that's not a bad joke. But he also
doesn't think it's an easy joke. For a listener or
reader to laugh at Abe's conversion, a
complicated set of conditions must be met. First,
a listener has to recognize that Abe and Sol are
Jewish names. Second, that listener has to be
familiar with the widespread idea that Jews are
more interested in money than anything else.
And finally, the listener needs to know this
information in advance of the joke, and without
anyone telling him or her. Jokes, in short, are
complicated transactions in which communities
are forged, intimacy is offered, and otherwise
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

offensive stereotypes and cliches lose their
sting—at least sometimes. Jokes is a book of
jokes and a book about them. Cohen loves a
good laugh, but as a philosopher, he is also
interested in how jokes work, why they work,
and when they don't. The delight at the end of a
joke is the result of a complex set of conditions
and processes, and Cohen takes us through
these conditions in a philosophical exploration of
humor. He considers questions of audience,
selection of joke topics, the ethnic character of
jokes, and their morality, all with plenty of
examples that will make you either chuckle or
wince. Jokes: more humorous than other
philosophy books, more philosophical than other
humor books. "Befitting its subject, this study of
jokes is . . . light, funny, and thought-provoking. .
. . [T]he method fits the material, allowing the
author to pepper the book with a diversity of
jokes without flattening their humor as a
steamroller theory might. Such a book is only as
good as its jokes, and most of his are good. . . .
10/20
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[E]ntertainment and ideas in one gossamer
package."—Kirkus Reviews "One of the many
triumphs of Ted Cohen's Jokes-apart from the
not incidental fact that the jokes are so good
that he doesn't bother to compete with them-is
that it never tries to sound more profound than
the jokes it tells. . . . [H]e makes you feel he is
doing an unusual kind of philosophy. As though
he has managed to turn J. L. Austin into one of
the Marx Brothers. . . . Reading Jokes makes you
feel that being genial is the most profound thing
we ever do-which is something jokes also make
us feel-and that doing philosophy is as natural as
being amused."—Adam Phillips, London Review
of Books "[A] lucid and jargon-free study of the
remarkable fact that we divert each other with
stories meant to make us laugh. . . . An
illuminating study, replete with killer
jokes."—Kevin McCardle, The Herald (Glasgow)
"Cohen is an ardent joke-maker, keen to offer us
a glimpse of how jokes are crafted and to have
us dwell rather longer on their effects."—Barry
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

C. Smith, Times Literary Supplement "Because
Ted Cohen loves jokes, we come to appreciate
them more, and perhaps think further about the
quality of good humor and the appropriateness
of laughter in our lives."—Steve Carlson,
Christian Science Monitor
The Road to Unity in Psychoanalytic Theory Elliott Oring 2007
Over the approximately 100-year course of the
development of psychoanalytic theory, from its
Freudian foundations to its current fragmented
state, psychoanalytic theory has largely
abandoned coherence and the inspiration to
understand the human mind, argues Rangell Far
from suggesting that psychoanalysis be
abandoned, he instead traces the evolution of
the various strands of psychoanalytic theory so
that what is valuable can be extracted and
included in a new effort to formulate a unitary
theory.
Cognitive Constraints on Communication - L.M.
Vaina 2013-03-14
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Communication is one of the most challenging
human phenomena, and the same is true of its
paradigmatic verbal realization as a dialogue.
Not only is communication crucial for virtually
all interpersonal relations; dialogue is often seen
as offering us also a paradigm for important
intra-individual processes. The best known
example is undoubtedly the idea of concep
tualizing thinking as an internal dialogue,
"inward dialogue carried on by the mind within
itself without spoken sound", as Plato called it in
the Sophist. At first, the study of communication
seems to be too vaguely defmed to have much
promise. It is up to us, so to speak, to decide
what to say and how to say it. However, on
eloser scrutiny, the process of communication is
seen to be subject to various subtle constraints.
They are due inter alia to the nature of the
parties of the communicative act, and most
importantly, to the properties of the language or
other method of representation presupposed in
that particuIar act of communication. It is
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

therefore not surprising that in the study of
communication as a cognitive process the
critical issues revolve around the nature of the
representations and the nature of the
computations that create, maintain and interpret
these representations. The term "repre
sentation" as used here indicates a particular
way of specifying information about a given
subject.
Cracking Up - Paul Lewis 2006-10-02
What do Jon Stewart, Freddy Krueger, Patch
Adams, and George W. Bush have in common?
As Paul Lewis shows in Cracking Up, they are all
among the ranks of joke tellers who aim to do
much more than simply amuse. Exploring topics
that range from the sadistic mockery of Abu
Ghraib prison guards to New Age platitudes
about the healing power of laughter, from jokes
used to ridicule the possibility of global climate
change to the heartwarming performances of
hospital clowns, Lewis demonstrates that over
the past thirty years American humor has
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become increasingly purposeful and embattled.
Navigating this contentious world of
controversial, manipulative, and disturbing
laughter, Cracking Up argues that the good
news about American humor in our time—that it
is delightful, relaxing, and distracting—is also
the bad news. In a culture that both enjoys and
quarrels about jokes, humor expresses our most
nurturing and hurtful impulses, informs and
misinforms us, and exposes as well as covers up
the shortcomings of our leaders. Wondering
what’s so funny about a culture determined to
laugh at problems it prefers not to face, Lewis
reveals connections between such seemingly
unrelated jokers as Norman Cousins, Hannibal
Lecter, Rush Limbaugh, Garry Trudeau, Jay
Leno, Ronald Reagan, Beavis and Butt-Head, and
Bill Clinton. The result is a surprising, alarming,
and at times hilarious argument that will appeal
to anyone interested in the ways humor is
changing our cultural and political landscapes.
The Standard Edition of the Complete
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

Psychological Works of Sigmund Freud: Jokes
and their relation to the unconscious (1905) Sigmund Freud 1971
Funny Words in Plautine Comedy - Michael
Fontaine 2010
Plautus, Rome's earliest extant poet, was
acclaimed by ancient critics above all for his
mastery of language and his felicitous jokes; and
yet in modern times relatively little attention has
been devoted to elucidating these elements fully.
In Funny Words in Plautine Comedy, Michael
Fontaine reassesses some of the premises and
nature of Plautus' comedies. Mixing textual and
literary criticism, Fontaine argues that many of
Plautus' jokes and puns were misunderstood
already in antiquity, and that with them the
names and identities of some familiar characters
were misconceived. Central to his study are
issues of Plautine language, style, psychology,
coherence of characterization, and irony. By
examining the comedian's tendency to make up
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and misuse words, Fontaine sheds new light on
the close connection between Greek and Roman
comedy. Considerable attention is also paid to
Plautus' audience and to the visual elements in
his plays. The result is a reappraisal that will
challenge many received views of Plautus,
positioning him as a poet writing in the
Hellenistic tradition for a knowledgeable and
sophisticated audience. All quotations from
Latin, Greek, and other foreign languages are
translated. Extensive indices, including a
pundex, facilitate ease of reference among the
many jokes and plays on words discussed in the
text.
Applications of Fuzzy Sets Theory - Francesco
Masulli 2007-06-29
The 7th International Workshop on Fuzzy Logic
and Applications, held in Camogli, Italy in July
2007, presented the latest findings in the field.
This volume features the refereed proceedings
from that meeting. It includes 84 full papers as
well as three keynote speeches. The papers are
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

organized into topical sections covering fuzzy set
theory, fuzzy information access and retrieval,
fuzzy machine learning, and fuzzy architectures
and systems.
The Standard Edition of the Complete
Psychological Works of Sigmund Freud Sigmund Freud 1960
Jokes and the Unconscious - Daphne Gottlieb
2006-06-29
A graphic tale presented through the
collaborative efforts of a slam poet and the
creator of Hothead Paisan follows the
experiences of nineteen-year-old Sasha, who
after losing her father to cancer, takes a formfilling job at a hospital, where she encounters an
array of colorful characters. Original.
Surprise And The Psycho-Analyst - Reik,
Theodor 2013-07-04
First published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint
of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Laughter - Henri Bergson 1914
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Truly Tasteless Jokes - Blanche Knott
1985-05-12
The original is back. TRULY TASTELESS JOKES
took America by storm and made it laugh at
itself. It's all in here, disgusting, repulsive, cruel,
and just plain tasteless jokes and stories that will
make you smile, laugh, or groan--and love every
minute of it.
Jokes and their Relation to the Unconscious
- Sigmund Freud 2014-11-11
This early work by Sigmund Freud was originally
published in 1905 and we are now republishing
it with a brand new introductory biography.
'Jokes and their Relation to the Unconscious' is a
psychological work on the effects on the mind of
jokes. Sigismund Schlomo Freud was born on
6th May 1856, in the Moravian town of Příbor,
now part of the Czech Republic. He studied a
variety of subjects, including philosophy,
physiology, and zoology, graduating with an MD
in 1881. Freud made a huge and lasting
contribution to the field of psychology with many
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

of his methods still being used in modern
psychoanalysis. He inspired much discussion on
the wealth of theories he produced and the
reactions to his works began a century of great
psychological investigation.
Only a Joke Can Save Us - Todd McGowan
2017-09-15
Only a Joke Can Save Us presents an innovative
and comprehensive theory of comedy. Using a
wealth of examples from high and popular
culture and with careful attention to the
treatment of humor in philosophy, Todd
McGowan locates the universal source of
comedy in the interplay of the opposing concepts
lack and excess. After reviewing the treatment
of comedy in the work of philosophers as varied
as Aristotle, G. W. F. Hegel, Sigmund Freud,
Henri Bergson, and Alenka Zupancic, McGowan,
working in a psychoanalytic framework,
demonstrates that comedy results from the
deployment of lack and excess, whether in
contrast, juxtaposition, or interplay. Illustrating
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the power and flexibility of this framework with
analyses of films ranging from Buster Keaton
and Marx Brothers classics to Dr. Strangelove
and Groundhog Day, McGowan shows how
humor can reveal gaps in being and gaps in
social order. Scholarly yet lively and readable,
Only a Joke Can Save Us is a groundbreaking
examination of the enigmatic yet endlessly
fascinating experience of humor and comedy.
How to Tell a Joke - Marcus Tullius Cicero
2021-03-30
"Everyone knows that Marcus Tullius Cicero was
one of the great statesmen, lawyers, and
effective orators in the history of Rome. But did
you also know he was regarded as one of the
funniest people in Roman society as well? Five
hundred years after his death, in the twilight of
antiquity, the writer Macrobius ranks him
alongside the comic playwright Plautus as the
one of the two greatest wits ever. In this book,
classicist Michael Fontaine, proposes to
translate selections from Cicero's great
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

rhetorical treatise, On the Ideal Orator (De
Oratore). That larger work covered the whole of
rhetoric and effective public speaking and
debate. However, contained within it, is a long
section focused on the effective use of humor in
public speaking. In it, Cicero is concerned not
just with various kinds of individual jokes, but
with jokes that are advantageous in social
situations. He advises readers on how to make
the most effective use of wit to win friends,
audiences, and achieve their overall ambitions.
Cicero wants to teach his readers how to tell a
joke without looking like a buffoon, and how to
prevent or avoid jokes from backfiring. Hence,
he does give scores of examples of jokes-some of
which are timeless and translate easily, others
that involve puns in Latin that challenged the
translator's creativity. But overall, this work
brings to the fore a little known, but important
part of Cicero's classic work."-Lacan, Psychoanalysis, and Comedy - Patricia
Gherovici 2016-08-02
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Cutting-edge philosophers, psychoanalysts,
literary theorists, and scholars use Freud and
Lacan to shed light on laughter, humor, and the
comic. Bringing together clinic, theory, and
scholarship this compilation of essays offers an
original mix with powerful interpretive
implications.
The Joke and Its Relation to the
Unconscious - Sigmund Freud 2003-06-24
Why do we laugh? The answer, argued Freud in
this groundbreaking study of humor, is that
jokes, like dreams, satisfy our unconscious
desires. The Joke and Its Relation to the
Unconscious explains how jokes provide
immense pleasure by releasing us from our
inhibitions and allowing us to express sexual,
aggressive, playful, or cynical instincts that
would otherwise remain hidden. In elaborating
this theory, Freud brings together a rich
collection of puns, witticisms, one-liners, and
anecdotes, which, as Freud shows, are a method
of giving ourselves away. For more than seventy
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of
classic literature in the English-speaking world.
With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions
and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
Contemplating Art - Jerrold Levinson
2006-10-05
'Contemplating Art' is a compendium of writings
by one of the leading figures in aesthetics,
Jerrold Levinson. The 24 essays range over
issues in general aesthetics and those relating to
specific arts - in particular music, film, and
literature.
Jewish Wit - Theodor Reik 1962
Freud's Theory of Wit - A Classic Article on
Psychoanalysis - A. A. Brill 2011-10-01
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This book contains classic material dating back
to the 1900s and before. The content has been
carefully selected for its interest and relevance
to a modern audience. Carefully selecting the
best articles from our collection we have
compiled a series of historical and informative
publications on the subject of psychology. The
titles in this range include "The Psychology of
Neuroses" "Paranoia and Psychoanalysis" "The
Psychological Treatment of Children" and many
more. Each publication has been professionally
curated and includes all details on the original
source material. This particular instalment,
"Freud's Theory of Wit" contains information on
psychoanalysis. It is intended to illustrate
aspects of the psychology of wit and serves as a
guide for anyone wishing to obtain a general
knowledge of the subject and understand the
field in its historical context. We are
republishing these classic works in affordable,
high quality, modern editions, using the original
text and artwork.
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

Joking Asides - Elliott Oring 2016-09-01
Nothing in the understanding of humor is as
simple as it might seem. In Joking Asides, Elliott
Oring confronts the problems of humor,
analyzing the key contemporary approaches to
its study and addressing controversial topics
with new empirical data and insights. A folklorist
drawn to the study of humor, Oring developed
his formulation of “appropriate incongruity” as a
frame to understand what jokes must do to
produce humor. He tests appropriate
incongruity against other major positions in the
field, including the general theory of verbal
humor, conceptual integration theory, benign
violation theory, and false-belief theory. Oring
draws on the work of scholars from several
disciplines—anthropology, folklore, philosophy,
psychology, linguistics, and literature—to ask
basic questions about the construction and
evolution of jokes, untangle the matter of who
the actual targets of a joke might be, and
characterize the artistic qualities of jokes and
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joke performances. Although Oring guides the
reader through a forest of jokes and joke genres,
this is not a joke book. A major work from a
major scholar, Joking Asides is a rigorous
exploration of theoretical approaches to jokes
and their functions and is filled with disquieting
questions, penetrating criticisms, and original
observations. Written in a clear and accessible
style, this book will prove valuable to any
scholar or student who takes matters of jokes
and joking seriously.
Becoming Freud - Adam Phillips 2014-05-27
A long-time editor of the new Penguin Modern
Classics translations of Sigmund Freud offers a
fresh look at the father of psychoanalysis.
Wittgenstein Reads Freud - Jacques Bouveresse
2013-05-16
Did Freud present a scientific hypothesis about
the unconscious, as he always maintained and as
many of his disciples keep repeating? This
question has long prompted debates concerning
the legitimacy and usefulness of psychoanalysis,
jokes-and-their-relation-to-the-unconscious

and it is of utmost importance to Lacanian
analysts, whose main project has been to stress
Freud's scientific grounding. Here Jacques
Bouveresse, a noted authority on Ludwig
Wittgenstein, contributes to the debate by
turning to this Austrian-born philosopher and
contemporary of Freud for a candid assessment
of the early issues surrounding psychoanalysis.
Wittgenstein, who himself had delivered a
devastating critique of traditional philosophy,
sympathetically pondered Freud's claim to have
produced a scientific theory in proposing a new
model of the human psyche. What Wittgenstein
recognized--and what Bouveresse so eloquently
stresses for today's reader--is that
psychoanalysis does not aim to produce a
change limited to the intellect but rather seeks
to provoke an authentic change of human
attitudes. The beauty behind the theory of the
unconscious for Wittgenstein is that it breaks
away from scientific, causal explanations to offer
new forms of thinking and speaking, or rather, a
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new mythology. Offering a critical view of all the
texts in which Wittgenstein mentions Freud,
Bouveresse immerses us in the intellectual
climate of Vienna in the early part of the
twentieth century. Although we come to see why
Wittgenstein did not view psychoanalysis as a
science proper, we are nonetheless made to feel
the philosopher's sense of wonder and respect
for the cultural task Freud took on as he found
new ways meaningfully to discuss human
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concerns. Intertwined in this story of
Wittgenstein's grappling with the theory of the
unconscious is the story of how he came to
question the authority of science and of
philosophy itself. While aiming primarily at the
clarification of Wittgenstein's opinion of Freud,
Bouveresse's book can be read as a challenge to
the French psychoanalytic school of Lacan and
as a provocative commentary on cultural
authority.
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