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composed of independent kingdoms. Royal courts had a presence in
large, central communities from Chiapas to Yucatan and the highlands of
Guatemala and western Honduras. Each major polity was ruled by a
k’uhul ajaw, or holy lord, who embodied intertwined aspects of religious
and political authority. The hieroglyphic texts that adorned walls,
furniture, and portable items in these centers of power provide specific
information about the positions, roles, and meanings of the courts.
Jackson uses these documents as keys to understanding Classic Maya
political hierarchy and, specifically, the institution of the royal court.
Within this context, she investigates the lives of the nobility and the
participation of elites in court politics. By identifying particular
individuals and their life stories, Jackson humanizes Maya society,
showing how events resulted from the actions and choices of specific
people. Jackson’s innovative portrayal of court membership provides a
foundation for scholarship on the nature, functions, and responsibilities
of Maya royal courts.
The Art of Science - Richard Hamblyn 2011-12-01
What these extracts are, first and foremost, are stories of discovery. The
Art of Science is not necessarily a book about great scientific theories,
complicated equations, or grand old men (or women) in their
laboratories; instead, it's about the places we draw our inspiration from;
it's about daily routines and sudden flashes of insight; about dedication,
and - sometimes - desperation; and the small moments, questions, quests,
clashes, doubts and delights that make us human. From Galileo to Lewis
Carroll, from Humphry Davy to Charles Darwin, from Marie Curie to
Stephen Jay Gould, from rust to snowflakes, from the first use of the
word "scientist" to the first computer, from why the sea is salty to
Newtonian physics for women, The Art of Science is a book about people,
rather than scientists per se, and as such, it's a book about politics,
passion and poetry. Above all, it's a book about the good that science can
- and does - do.
Angel of the Maya - Ruth Lee 2007-11-01
This spiritual adventure of four American women who travel to the land
of the Maya combines a compelling story line with spiritual truths.
Dictionary of Maya Hieroglyphs - John Montgomery 2002
This authoritative work is the first visual dictionary of Maya glyphs
published since the script's complete deciphering, offering a muchneeded, comprehensive catalogue of 1100 secured glyphs. Each entry
includes the illustrated glyph, its phonetic transcription, Mayan
equivalent, part of speech, and meaning. About the Author John
Montgomery is an illustrator, epigrapher, writer, and PhD candidate in
the field of Pre-Columbian Art at the University of New Mexico. He also
teaches art history at the South-western Indian Polytechnic Institute in
Albuquerque. A long and varied experience in Central America first
inspired his interest in the ancient Maya. His glyphic illustrations based
on a lifetime of involvement with Maya glyph decipherment. He lives in
Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Lives of the Gods: Divinity in Maya Art - Joanne Pillsbury 2022-11-14
An introduction to the complex stories of Mesoamerican divinity through
the carvings, ceramics, and metalwork of the Maya Classic period Lives
of the Gods reveals how ancient Maya artists evoked a pantheon as rich
and complex as the more familiar Greco-Roman, Hindu-Buddhist, and
Egyptian deities. Focusing on the period between A.D. 250 and 900, the
authors show how this powerful cosmology informed some of the
greatest creative achievements of Maya civilization.
The Art of Life - Ruth Lee 2016-09-26
Third in the Books of Wisdom series, The Art of Life -- Living Together in
Harmony is unique in the field of spirituality. In addition to developing
your spiritual life, it provides help in resolving complex human
relationship problems. "This is not the time or place to rearrange your

Royal Courts Of The Ancient Maya - Takeshi Inomata 2018-05-15
The two volumes of Royal Courts of the Ancient Maya provide current
archaeological perspectives on Maya courts conceived as vital,
functioning social groups composed of lords, courtiers, scribes, priests,
and entertainers, among many others. In addition to archaeological data
on the architecture and other spatial attributes of courts, the studies in
the two volumes bring to bear on the topic the most recent evidence
from inscriptions, vase paintings, murals and friezes, and ethnohistoric
records in order to flesh out a portrait of the actors and roles that made
up Maya courts through time and across space. The attributes of courts
are explored in the Maya highlands and lowlands, from the origins of
early kingship through the Classic period to the Postclassic and Terminal
epochs. Pertinent comparisons are also drawn from the Aztecs and other
ancient and contemporary societies. Volume 1: Theory, Comparison, and
Synthesis establishes a carefully considered framework for approaching
the study of courts and their functions throughout the world of the
ancient Maya. Volume 2: Data and Case Studies provides authoritatively
current data and insights from key Maya sites, including Cop Tikal,
Caracol, Bonampak, and Calakmul.
Encyclopedia of the Ancient Maya - Walter R. T. Witschey 2015-12-24
Encyclopedia of the Ancient Maya provides an A-to-Z overview of the
ancient Maya culture from its inception to the Spanish Conquest.
Exploring Maya society, celebrations, and achievements, as well as new
insights into Maya culture and collapse, this is a sophisticated yet
accessible introduction suitable for students and general readers.
Essential Deren - Maya Deren 2005-01
Reading the Maya Glyphs - Michael D. Coe 2016-01-18
In the recent past, a working knowledge of the Maya script has been
confined to epigraphers, art historians and other specialists. Its very
unfamiliarity to the general public, and the daunting aspect of its
approximately 800 signs, have made the system appear more complex
and arcane than it really is. Reading the Maya Glyphs is a compact,
portable guide to enable students, tourists and armchair travellers to
read and understand commonly encountered Classic Maya texts. Topics
covered include the nature of the script, the intricate Maya calendar,
dynastic and political texts, and every aspect of the natural and
supernatural world in which they lived. Written by the world's leading
authority in Maya studies, Michael D. Coe, and illustrated by the
drawings of Mark Van Stone, one of America's outstanding calligraphers,
the book presupposes no previous training in Maya epigraphy or
archaeology. Whether in the hands of visitors to the great Maya sites of
Mexico and Central America or consulted by museum-goers, this guide
should enhance their appreciation some of the world's greatest art and
architecture.
Rain Player - 1995-09
To bring rain to his thirsty village, Pik challenges the rain god to a game
of pok-a-tok.
Politics of the Maya Court - Sarah E. Jackson 2013-06-24
In recent decades, advances in deciphering Maya hieroglyphic writing
have given scholars new tools for understanding key aspects of ancient
Maya society. This book—the first comprehensive examination of the
Maya royal court—exemplifies the importance of these new sources.
Authored by anthropologist Sarah E. Jackson and richly illustrated with
drawings, photographs, and maps, Politics of the Maya Court uses
hieroglyphic and iconographic evidence to explore the composition and
social significance of royal courts in the Late Classic period (a.d.
600–900), with a special emphasis on the role of courtly elites. As
Jackson explains, the Maya region of southern Mexico and Central
America was not a unified empire but a loosely aggregated culture area
art-of-the-maya-scribe
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life, but you must begin now if you are stuck. Once you know who you
are and why you are as you are, you can love others. To love, you must
first know you! Life is a joy-if you are aware of why you are here." The
Teachers of the Higher Planes Don't be fooled by the simplistic style of
The Teachers. Their mission is to get out the word that Earth is in grave
danger-and it will take all of us working together in harmony to save it!
Their common sense approach delves into the deepest recesses of the
human heart and covers what we worry about and hope no one else can
see. Meanwhile, how are things going in your life? Do you ever feel as if
others don't understand or respect you? Wondering if it's possible to
succeed in business and enjoy loving relationships? The Teachers cover it
all! The Teachers insist that building relationships, as well as
maintaining them is fairly simple, but admit there is a degree of
commitment and work involved. Each chapter of The Art of Life contains
diverse lessons, plus thoughtful exercises designed to improve your life
now and your ability to ascend when it ends by Living Together in
Harmony. Although many cannot see it now, we are all alike. We must
rise above this world to see what lies beyond us...and reading The Art of
Life -- Living Together in Harmony is a great place to start! For more
information on The Books of Wisdom, visit www.LeeWayPublishing.com
Reading the Maya Glyphs (Second Edition) - Michael D. Coe
2005-06-17
The breaking of the Maya code has completely changed our knowledge of
this ancient civilization, and has revealed the Maya people's long and
vivid history. Decipherment of Maya hieroglyphic writing has progressed
to the point where most Maya written texts—whether inscribed on
monuments, written in the codices, or painted or incised on
ceramics—can now be read with confidence. In this practical guide, first
published in 2001, Michael D. Coe, the noted Mayanist, and Mark Van
Stone, an accomplished calligrapher, have made the difficult, often
mysterious script accessible to the nonspecialist. They decipher real
Maya texts, and the transcriptions include a picture of the glyph, the
pronunciation, the Maya words in Roman type, and the translation into
English. For the second edition, the authors have taken the latest
research and breakthroughs into account, adding glyphs, updating
captions, and reinterpreting or expanding upon earlier decipherments.
After an introductory discussion of Maya culture and history and the
nature of the Maya script, the authors introduce the glyphs in a series of
chapters that elaborate on topics such as the intricate calendar, warfare,
royal lives and rituals, politics, dynastic names, ceramics, relationships,
and the supernatural world. The book includes illustrations of historic
texts, a syllabary, a lexicon, and translation exercises.
Cartoon Character Animation with Maya - Keith Osborn 2015-12-03
Have you ever wanted to try your hand at cartoony computer animation?
Then look no further... Cartoon Character Animation with Maya will help
you create just that, guiding you through every step of the process
including how to incorporate multiple limbs, smears, motion lines and
staggers seamlessly into your animation. From planning to posing to
polish, you'll learn how to make the most of breakdowns, take the terror
out of tangent types and overcome the oft-feared graph editor. Each
chapter includes insight and advice from world-leading character
animators, and the companion website,
www.bloomsbury.com/Osborn-Cartoon-Animation, includes a short
animation featuring the star of the book, Mr. Buttons. There's also a
specially created rig of Mr. Buttons for you to animate with, as well as
walk-through videos demonstrating key techniques. Everything you need
to help you animate your own cartoony creations! Includes interviews
with: Ken Duncan, Beauty and the Beast, Aladdin, 9; Jason Figliozzi,
Wreck it Ralph, Frozen, Big Hero 6; T. Dan Hofstedt, Pocahontas, Mulan,
Planes; Ricardo Jost, The Nut Job, The Snow Queen 2; Pepe Sánchez,
Pocoyo, Jelly Jamm; Matt Williames, Looney Tunes: Back in Action, The
Princess and the Frog
Yaxchilan - Carolyn Elaine Tate 1992-01-01
"Art historian Carolyn Tate presents, in a well-organized and amply
illustrated two-part format, a holistic treatment of a single archaeological
site—the great ancient Maya city of Yaxchilan.... This is the most
successful attempt to relate [art and architecture] within a Maya site that
I have seen." —Ethnohistory As archaeologists peel away the jungle
covering that has both obscured and preserved the ancient Maya cities of
Mexico and Central America, other scholars have only a limited time to
study and understand the sites before the jungle, weather, and human
encroachment efface them again, perhaps forever. This urgency
underlies Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City, Carolyn
Tate's comprehensive catalog and analysis of all the city's extant
buildings and sculptures. During a year of field work, Tate fully
art-of-the-maya-scribe
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documented the appearance of the site as of 1987. For each sculpture
and building, she records its discovery, present location, condition,
measurements, and astronomical orientation and reconstructs its Long
Counts and Julian dates from Calendar Rounds. Line drawings and
photographs provide a visual document of the art and architecture of
Yaxchilan. More than mere documentation, however, the book explores
the phenomenon of art within Maya society. Tate establishes a general
framework of cultural practices, spiritual beliefs, and knowledge likely to
have been shared by eighth-century Maya people. The process of making
public art is considered in relation to other modes of aesthetic
expression, such as oral tradition and ritual. This kind of analysis is new
in Maya studies and offers fresh insight into the function of these
magnificent cities and the powerful role public art and architecture play
in establishing cultural norms, in education in a semiliterate society, and
in developing the personal and community identities of individuals.
Several chapters cover the specifics of art and iconography at Yaxchilan
as a basis for examining the creation of the city in the Late Classic
period. Individual sculptures are attributed to the hands of single artists
and workshops, thus aiding in dating several of the monuments. The
significance of headdresses, backracks, and other costume elements seen
on monuments is tied to specific rituals and fashions, and influence from
other sites is traced. These analyses lead to a history of the design of the
city under the reigns of Shield Jaguar (A.D. 681-741) and Bird Jaguar IV
(A.D. 752-772). In Tate's view, Yaxchilan and other Maya cities were
designed as both a theater for ritual activities and a nexus of public art
and social structures that were crucial in defining the self within Maya
society.
Jungle of Stone - William Carlsen 2016-04-26
The acclaimed chronicle of the discovery of the legendary lost civilization
of the Maya. Includes the history of the major Maya sites, including
Palenque, Uxmal, Chichen Itza, Tuloom, Copan, and more. NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • Illustrated with a map and more than 100
images. In 1839, rumors of extraordinary yet baffling stone ruins buried
within the unmapped jungles of Central America reached two of the
world’s most intrepid travelers. Seized by the reports, American diplomat
John Lloyd Stephens and British artist Frederick Catherwood—both
already celebrated for their adventures in Egypt, the Holy Land, Greece,
and Rome—sailed together out of New York Harbor on an expedition into
the forbidding rainforests of present-day Honduras, Guatemala, and
Mexico. What they found would upend the West’s understanding of
human history. In the tradition of Lost City of Z and In the Kingdom of
Ice, former San Francisco Chronicle journalist and Pulitzer Prize finalist
William Carlsen reveals the remarkable story of the discovery of the
ancient Maya. Enduring disease, war, and the torments of nature and
terrain, Stephens and Catherwood meticulously uncovered and
documented the remains of an astonishing civilization that had flourished
in the Americas at the same time as classic Greece and Rome—and had
been its rival in art, architecture, and power. Their masterful book about
the experience, written by Stephens and illustrated by Catherwood,
became a sensation, hailed by Edgar Allan Poe as “perhaps the most
interesting book of travel ever published” and recognized today as the
birth of American archaeology. Most important, Stephens and
Catherwood were the first to grasp the significance of the Maya remains,
understanding that their antiquity and sophistication overturned the
West’s assumptions about the development of civilization. By the time of
the flowering of classical Greece (400 b.c.), the Maya were already
constructing pyramids and temples around central plazas. Within a few
hundred years the structures took on a monumental scale that required
millions of man-hours of labor, and technical and organizational
expertise. Over the next millennium, dozens of city-states evolved, each
governed by powerful lords, some with populations larger than any city
in Europe at the time, and connected by road-like causeways of crushed
stone. The Maya developed a cohesive, unified cosmology, an array of
common gods, a creation story, and a shared artistic and architectural
vision. They created stucco and stone monuments and bas reliefs,
sculpting figures and hieroglyphs with refined artistic skill. At their peak,
an estimated ten million people occupied the Maya’s heartland on the
Yucatan Peninsula, a region where only half a million now live. And yet
by the time the Spanish reached the “New World,” the Maya had all but
disappeared; they would remain a mystery for the next three hundred
years. Today, the tables are turned: the Maya are justly famous, if
sometimes misunderstood, while Stephens and Catherwood have been
nearly forgotten. Based on Carlsen’s rigorous research and his own
1,500-mile journey throughout the Yucatan and Central America, Jungle
of Stone is equally a thrilling adventure narrative and a revelatory work
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of history that corrects our understanding of Stephens, Catherwood, and
the Maya themselves.
The Mesoamerican Ballgame - Vernon L. Scarborough 1993-01-01
The Precolumbian ballgame, played on a masonry court, has long
intrigued scholars because of the magnificence of its archaeological
remains. From its lowland Maya origins it spread throughout the Aztec
empire, where the game was so popular that sixteen thousand rubber
balls were imported annually into Tenochtitlan. It endured for two
thousand years, spreading as far as to what is now southern Arizona.
This new collection of essays brings together research from field
archaeology, mythology, and Maya hieroglyphic studies to illuminate this
important yet puzzling aspect of Native American culture. The authors
demonstrate that the game was more than a spectator sport; serving
social, political, mythological, and cosmological functions, it celebrated
both fertility and the afterlife, war and peace, and became an evolving
institution functioning in part to resolve conflict within and between
groups. The contributors provide complete coverage of the
archaeological, sociopolitical, iconographic, and ideological aspects of
the game, and offer new information on the distribution of ballcourts,
new interpretations of mural art, and newly perceived relations of the
game with material in the Popol Vuh. With its scholarly attention to a
subject that will fascinate even general readers, The Mesoamerican
Ballgame is a major contribution to the study of the mental life and
outlook of New World peoples.
Scribes, Warriors and Kings - William L. Fash 1993-03
Copan in modern Honduras was one of the great cities of the Classic
Maya. Explorers found ruined temples, plazas, and more hieroglyphic
inscriptions and sculpted monuments than in any other site in the New
World. But the stones were silent, the script undeciphered.
Mayans, Aztecs and Incas - DKfindout! - Brian Williams 2018
Find out about the incredible ancient civilizations of the Americas, right
up until the Spanish conquest. Discover the monumental pyramids and
mountain cities of the Maya, Inca, and Aztec people. Explore the sites of
Chichen Itza, Machu Picchu, and Tenochtitlan, learn the pictures of the
Mayan language, unearth the history of chocolate, and find out how
naughty children were punished with chillis! Peer into the past with
amazing illustrations, see some of the most impressive ancient structures
in the world, and stock up on facts to amaze your friends with. Packed
with information, artefacts, and colourful illustrations, DKfindout! Maya,
Incas, and Aztecs brings their worlds to life. The DKfindout! series
introduces children to a range of exciting topics in a fun, engaging way.
Checked by specialist consultants and an educational expert, this is not
only a source of information you can trust, but one that is ageappropriate and supports your child's schoolwork. Books you may also
enjoy from the DKfindout! series include DKfindout! Ancient Egypt,
DKfindout! Ancient Rome and DKfindout! Stone Age.
Art and Myth of the Ancient Maya - Oswaldo Chinchilla Mazariegos
2017-04-25
Cover -- Half Title -- Title -- Copyright -- Dedication -- Contents -Acknowledgments -- Note on Translations and Orthography -Introduction -- 1 Image and Text -- 2 Pictorial and Textual Sources -- 3
Mesoamerican Cosmogony -- 4 The Maiden -- 5 The Grandmother -- 6 The
Sun's Opponents -- 7 The Sun -- 8 The Perfect Youth -- 9 The Father -Epilogue -- Notes -- Bibliography -- Illustration Credits -- Index -- A -- B -C -- D -- E -- F -- G -- H -- I -- J -- K -- L -- M -- N -- O -- P -- Q -- R -- S -- T -U -- V -- W -- X -- Y -- Z
A Forest of Kings - David Freidel 1992-01-24
The recent interpretation of Maya hieroglyphs has given us the first
written history of the New World as it existed before the European
invasion. In this book, two of the first central figures in the massive effort
to decode the glyphs, Linda Schele and David Freidel, make this history
available in all its detail. A Forest of Kings is the story of Maya kingship,
from the beginning of its institution and the first great pyramid builders
two thousand years ago to the decline of Maya civilization and its
destruction by the Spanish. Here the great historic rulers of preColumbian civilization come to life again with the decipherment of their
writing. At its height, Maya civilization flourished under great kings like
Shield-Jaguar, who ruled for more than sixty years, expanding his
kingdom and building some of the most impressive works of architecture
in the ancient world. Long placed on a mist-shrouded pedestal as
austere, peaceful stargazers, the Maya elites are now known to have
been the rulers of populous, aggressive city-states. Hailed as "a Rosetta
stone of Maya civilization" (Brian M. Fagan, author of People of the
Earth), A Forest of Kings is "a must for interested readers," says Evon
Vogt, professor of anthropology at Harvard University.
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Dancing Into Dreams - Bryan R. Just 2012
Dancing into Dreams explores 8th-century Maya vase painting of the Ik'
kingdom, located in the tropical lowlands of present day Guatemala. Ik'
vases are acclaimed for their naturalistic color, veristic portraiture, and
calligraphic line. Their painted surfaces depict historical subject matter
and often include the names of the artists and patrons, as well as
hieroglyphic explanations of the portrayed events and vessel production.
Collectively, such self-consciously historical works offer a precision and
nuance, unparalleled in the ancient Americas, to the study of the role of
art in elite society. Authoritative and accessible, this handsomely
illustrated volume presents a history of Ik' vase painting and describes
the dramatic scenes represented on the vases with compelling and
historically accurate vignettes.
Maya Art and Architecture - Mary Ellen Miller 2014-06-17
“In addition to serving as an introduction to Maya art, the book
communicates enthusiasm for the art’s aesthetic power and grace.”
—Choice Rewritten and updated to include the discoveries and new
theories from the past decade and a half, this classic guide to the art of
the ancient Maya is now illustrated in color throughout. World expert
Mary Miller and her co-author Megan O’Neil take the reader through the
visual world of the Maya, explaining how and why they created the
paintings, sculpture, and monuments that intrigue and compel people the
world over. With an array of new material, including the newly found La
Corona panels, Waka’ figurines, and the Dz’ibanche’ staircase; studies of
the monuments at Palenque, Zotz, and elsewhere; and paintings
discovered in recent years; this new edition will be essential reading for
students and scholars—and for travelers to the cities of this mysterious
civilization.
Maya Narrative Arts - Karen Bassie-Sweet 2019-01-15
In Maya Narrative Arts, authors Karen Bassie-Sweet and Nicholas A.
Hopkins present a comprehensive and innovative analysis of the
principles of Classic Maya narrative arts and apply those principles to
some of the major monuments of the site of Palenque. They demonstrate
a recent methodological shift in the examination of art and inscriptions
away from minute technical issues and toward the poetics and narratives
of texts and the relationship between texts and images. Bassie-Sweet and
Hopkins show that both visual and verbal media present carefully
planned narratives, and that the two are intimately related in the
composition of Classic Maya monuments. Text and image interaction is
discussed through examples of stelae, wall panels, lintels, benches, and
miscellaneous artifacts including ceramic vessels and codices. BassieSweet and Hopkins consider the principles of contrast and
complementarity that underlie narrative structures and place this study
in the context of earlier work, proposing a new paradigm for Maya
epigraphy. They also address the narrative organization of texts and
images as manifested in selected hieroglyphic inscriptions and the
accompanying illustrations, stressing the interplay between the two.
Arguing for a more holistic approach to Classic Maya art and literature,
Maya Narrative Arts reveals how close observation and reading can be
equally if not more productive than theoretical discussions, which too
often stray from the very data that they attempt to elucidate. The book
will be significant for Mesoamerican art historians, epigraphers,
linguists, and archaeologists.
The Popol Vuh - Lewis Spence 1908
Mesoamerican Memory - Stephanie Wood 2012-11-08
Euro-Americans see the Spanish conquest as the main event in the fivecentury history of Mesoamerica, but the people who lived there before
contact never gave up their own cultures. Both before and after
conquest, indigenous scribes recorded their communities’ histories and
belief systems, as well as the events of conquest and its effects and
aftermath. Today, the descendants of those native historians in modernday Mexico and Guatemala still remember their ancestors’ stories. In
Mesoamerican Memory, volume editors Amos Megged and Stephanie
Wood have gathered the latest scholarship from contributors around the
world to compare these various memories and explore how they were
preserved and altered over time. Rather than dividing Mesoamerica’s
past into pre-contact, colonial, and modern periods, the essays in this
volume emphasize continuity from the pre-conquest era to the present,
underscoring the ongoing importance of indigenous texts in creating and
preserving community identity, history, and memory. In addition to
Nahua and Maya recollections, contributors examine the indigenous
traditions of Mixtec, Zapotec, Tarascan, and Totonac peoples. Close
analysis of pictorial and alphabetic manuscripts, and of social and
religious rituals, yields insight into community history and memory,
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political relations, genealogy, ethnic identity, and portrayals of the
Spanish invaders. Drawing on archaeology, art history, ethnology,
ethnohistory, and linguistics, the essays consider the function of
manuscripts and ritual in local, regional, and, now, national settings.
Several scholars highlight direct connections between the collective
memory of indigenous communities and the struggles of contemporary
groups. Such modern documents as land titles, for example, gain
legitimacy by referring to ancestral memory. Crossing disciplinary,
methodological, and temporal boundaries, Mesoamerican Memory
advances our understanding of collective memory in Mexico and
Guatemala. Through diverse sources—pictorial and alphabetic,
archaeological, archival, and ethnographic—readers gain a glimpse into
indigenous remembrances that, without the research exhibited here,
might have remained unknown to the outside world.
Maya Sacred Geography and the Creator Deities - Karen BassieSweet 2014-10-22
The K’iche’ Maya creation story preserved in the sixteenth-century
manuscript Popol Vuh describes the origin of the world and its people in
a setting long assumed to be the Guatemalan central highlands. Now a
scholar with a deep knowledge of Maya history shows that all of these
mythological events occurred at specific locations and that this
landscape was the template for the Maya worldview. Examining the
primary Maya deities, Karen Bassie-Sweet links geographic features to
gods and beliefs. She reconstructs key elements of the Popol Vuh to
argue that the three volcanoes around Lake Atitlan were the three
thunderbolt gods and that the lake was the center of the world. She also
shows that the Maya view of the creation of humans is centered on corn
and examines core beliefs about the corn cycle to propose that the
creation myth was established much earlier in Maya history than
previously supposed. Generously illustrated, Maya Sacred Geography
and the Creator Deities is a detailed ethnohistorical analysis of Maya
religion, cosmology, and ritual practice that convincingly links mythology
to the land. A comprehensive treatment of Maya religion, it provides an
essential resource for scholars and will fascinate any reader captivated
by these ancient beliefs.
The Blood of Kings - Linda Schele 1986
'The Blood of Kings' makes full use of the tremendous progress made in
deciphering the complicated Maya hieroglyphic code, effectively
penetrating the world and minds of the creators of Maya art.
Painting the Maya Universe - Dorie Reents-Budet 1994
Lavishly illustrated with nearly 400 color images, Painting the Maya
Universe is the most thorough study and brilliant display of Classic Maya
ceramic painting yet published. Building on twenty years of research and
debate, Dorie Reents-Budet and her collaborators Joseph W. Ball, Ronald
L. Bishop, Virginia M. Fields, and Barbara MacLeod bring together many
perspectives, including the art historical, archaeological, epigraphical,
and ethnohistorical, to examine one of the world's great but overlooked
painting traditions. With an emphasis on sixth- to eighth-century pottery
featuring both pictorial and hieroglyphic imagery, Painting the Maya
Universe presents an extraordinary exploration of the cultural roles and
meanings of these Guatemalan, Belizean, and Mexican elite painted
ceramics. Maya pottery is discussed both in aesthetic terms and for the
important information it reveals about Maya society, artistry, politics,
history, religion, and ritual. The range of ceramic painting styles
developed during this period is also presented and defined in detail.
Painting the Maya Universe is the first publication to present a definitive
translation of the hieroglyphic texts painted on these objects. With many
glyphs deciphered here for the first time, this analysis reveals much
about how these vessels were perceived and used by the Maya, their
owners' names, and, in several cases, the names of the artists who
created them. This information is combined with archaeological and
other data, including nuclear chemical analyses, to correlate painting
styles with specific Maya sites. Published in conjunction with Duke
University Museum of Art and an exhibition touring the United States,
Painting the Maya Universe presents an astonishing visual record as well
as a monumental scholarly achievement. With photographs by Justin
Kerr, the foremost photographer of pre-Columbian art, it includes over
90 unique full-color rollout photographs, each showing the entire surface
of an object in a single frame. The book also addresses the questions and
controversy regarding the loss of information that occurs when objects
are removed from their archaeological context to become part of public
and private collections. Painting the Maya Universe will energize
discussion of Maya pottery, hieroglyphic texts, and iconography. Its
photographs, a lasting resource on this great painting tradition, will
stimulate and delight the eye. It is a breakthrough in art history and
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Latin American scholarship that will enrich general readers and scholars
alike.
Lords of the Underworld - Michael D. Coe 1978
Handbook to Life in the Ancient Maya World - Lynn V. Foster 2005
This comprehensive and accessible reference explores the greatest and
most mysterious of civilizations, hailed for its contributions to science,
mathematics, and technology. Each chapter is supplemented by an
extensive bibliography as well as photos, original line drawings, and
maps.
Maya Hieroglyphic Writing - J. Eric S. Thompson 2017-05-26
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important
and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work
is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work
is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work
has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly
blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read
typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
Art of the Maya Scribe - Michael Coe 1998-02
To the four great calligraphic traditions - ancient Egyptian, East Asian,
Islamic, and western European - is now added a fifth: that of the ancient
Maya. Long known but little understood, Maya writing has now largely
been deciphered, leading to a new understanding of the Maya scribes
and the society in which they lived. This volume is the first to make full
use of the latest research and the first to consider Maya writing both
aesthetically and in terms of its meaning. Michael D. Coe begins by
examining the origins and character of the script. He then explores the
world of the scribes and "keepers of the holy books, " decoding their
depiction in Maya art and describing the mediums in which they worked,
their tools, and techniques.
The True History of Chocolate - Sophie D. Coe 2019-02-07
Chocolate - 'the food of the Gods' - has had a long and eventful history.
Its story is expertly told here by the doyen of Maya studies, Michael Coe,
and his late wife, Sophie. The book begins 3,000 years ago in the
Mexican jungles and goes on to draw on aspects of archaeology, botany
and socio-economics. Used as currency and traded by the Aztecs,
chocolate arrived in Europe via the conquistadors, and was soon a
favourite drink with aristocrats. By the 19th century and
industrialization, chocolate became a food for the masses - until its
revival in our own time as a luxury item. Chocolate has also been giving
up some of its secrets to modern neuroscientists, who have been
investigating how flavour perception is mediated by the human brain.
And, finally, the book closes with two contemporary accounts of how
chocolate manufacturers have (or have not) been dealing with the ethical
side of the industry.
The Madrid Codex - Gabrielle Vail 2009-03-31
This volume offers new calendrical models and methodologies for
reading, dating, and interpreting the general significance of the Madrid
Codex. The longest of the surviving Maya codices, this manuscript
includes texts and images painted by scribes conversant in Maya
hieroglyphic writing, a written means of communication practiced by
Maya elites from the second to the fifteenth centuries A.D. Some
scholars have recently argued that the Madrid Codex originated in the
Petén region of Guatemala and postdates European contact. The
contributors to this volume challenge that view by demonstrating
convincingly that it originated in northern Yucatán and was painted in
the Pre-Columbian era. In addition, several contributors reveal
provocative connections among the Madrid and Borgia group of codices
from Central Mexico. Contributors include: Harvey M. Bricker, Victoria
R. Bricker, John F. Chuchiak IV, Christine L. Hernández, Bryan R. Just,
Merideth Paxton, and John Pohl. Additional support for this publication
was generously provided by the Eugene M. Kayden Fund at the
University of Colorado.
The Art of Maya and the Three - Jorge Gutierrez 2022-01-11
A vibrant, oversized hardcover showcasing the concept and production
art from the beautiful Netflix series by visionary animator and filmmaker,
Jorge R. Gutierrez. Meet Maya, the eagle-warrior princess and all the
dazzling characters that breathe life into lush and detailed landscapes
magically inspired by Mesoamerican, Incan, and Caribbean cultures.
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Behold the original vision for the series taken from early sketches to final
animated wonders, with detailed storyboards, color scripts, and in-depth,
bilingual (English and Spanish) commentary. Welcome to the vivid world
of Maya and the Three! Bilingual Captions in English and Spanish.
Native Mesoamerican Spirituality - Miguel León Portilla 1980
This volume presents a carefully edited and translated collection of PreColumbian ancient spiritual texts. It presents relevant examples of those
sacred writings of the indigenous peoples of Central America, especially
Mexico, that have survived destruction. The majority of texts were
conceived in the 950-1521 A.D. period. Their authors were primarily
anonymous sages, priests and members of the ancient nobility. Most
were written in Nahuath (also known as Aztec or Mexican), in Yucatec
and Quiche-Maya languages.
To Be Like Gods - Matthew G. Looper 2010-01-01
The Maya of Mexico and Central America have performed ritual dances
for more than two millennia. Dance is still an essential component of
religious experience today, serving as a medium for communication with
the supernatural. During the Late Classic period (AD 600-900), dance
assumed additional importance in Maya royal courts through an
association with feasting and gift exchange. These performances allowed
rulers to forge political alliances and demonstrate their control of trade
in luxury goods. The aesthetic values embodied in these performances
were closely tied to Maya social structure, expressing notions of gender,
rank, and status. Dance was thus not simply entertainment, but was
fundamental to ancient Maya notions of social, religious, and political
identity. Using an innovative interdisciplinary approach, Matthew Looper
examines several types of data relevant to ancient Maya dance, including
hieroglyphic texts, pictorial images in diverse media, and architecture. A
series of case studies illustrates the application of various analytical
methodologies and offers interpretations of the form, meaning, and
social significance of dance performance. Although the nuances of
movement in Maya dances are impossible to recover, Looper
demonstrates that a wealth of other data survives which allows a detailed
consideration of many aspects of performance. To Be Like Gods thus
provides the first comprehensive interpretation of the role of dance in
ancient Maya society and also serves as a model for comparative
research in the archaeology of performance.
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Maya Lin - Jeanne Walker Harvey 2017-05-02
The bold story of Maya Lin, the visionary artist-architect who designed
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. You may be familiar with the iconic
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. But do you know about the artist-architect
who created this landmark? As a child, Maya Lin loved to study the
spaces around her. She explored the forest in her backyard, observing
woodland creatures, and used her house as a model to build tiny towns
out of paper and scraps. The daughter of a clay artist and a poet, Maya
grew up with art and learned to think with her hands as well as her
mind. From her first experiments with light and lines to the height of her
success nationwide, this is the story of an inspiring American artist: the
visionary artist-architect who designed the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
A Christy Ottaviano Book
The Life Within - Stephen Houston 2014-03-25
Beautifully written and illustrated, The Life Within is the first full study
of the vitality and materiality of Classic Maya art and writing and the
quest for transcendence and immortality.
A Maya Universe in Stone - Stephen Houston 2021-11-30
The first study devoted to a single sculptor in ancient America, as
understood through four unprovenanced masterworks traced to a small
sector of Guatemala. In 1950, Dana Lamb, an explorer of some notoriety,
stumbled on a Maya ruin in the tropical forests of northern Guatemala.
Lamb failed to record the location of the site he called Laxtunich, turning
his find into the mystery at the center of this book. The lintels he
discovered there, long since looted, are probably of a set with two others
that are among the masterworks of Maya sculpture from the Classic
period. Using fieldwork, physical evidence, and Lamb’s expedition notes,
the authors identify a small area with archaeological sites where the
carvings were likely produced. Remarkably, the vividly colored lintels,
replete with dynastic and cosmic information, can be assigned to a
carver, Mayuy, who sculpted his name on two of them. To an extent
nearly unique in ancient America, Mayuy can be studied over time as his
style developed and his artistic ambition grew. An in-depth analysis of
Laxtunich Lintel 1 examines how Mayuy grafted celestial, seasonal, and
divine identities onto a local magnate and his overlord from the kingdom
of Yaxchilan, Mexico. This volume contextualizes the lintels and points
the way to their reprovenancing and, as an ultimate aim, repatriation to
Guatemala.
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