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Eventually, you will utterly discover a new experience and achievement by spending more cash. yet
when? attain you endure that you require to get those all needs with having significantly cash? Why
dont you try to acquire something basic in the beginning? Thats something that will guide you to
comprehend even more a propos the globe, experience, some places, with history, amusement, and a
lot more?
It is your completely own epoch to do its stuff reviewing habit. accompanied by guides you could
enjoy now is Richard I Penguin Monarchs The Crusader King below.

When Scotland Was Jewish - Elizabeth
Caldwell Hirschman 2015-05-07
The popular image of Scotland is dominated by
widely recognized elements of Celtic culture.
But a significant non–Celtic influence on
Scotland’s history has been largely ignored for
centuries? This book argues that much of
Scotland’s history and culture from 1100
forward is Jewish. The authors provide evidence
that many of the national heroes, villains, rulers,
nobles, traders, merchants, bishops, guild
members, burgesses, and ministers of Scotland
were of Jewish descent, their ancestors
originating in France and Spain. Much of the
traditional historical account of Scotland, it is
proposed, rests on fundamental interpretive
errors, perpetuated in order to affirm Scotland’s
identity as a Celtic, Christian society. A more
accurate and profound understanding of Scottish
history has thus been buried. The authors’ wideranging research includes examination of census
records, archaeological artifacts, castle carvings,
cemetery inscriptions, religious seals, coinage,
burgess and guild member rolls, noble
genealogies, family crests, portraiture, and
geographic place names.
Richard I - John Gillingham 2002-01-01
With the emphasis firmly on Richard's monarchy
rather than on his personal life, Gillingham's
history aims to explain why the Lionheart's
reputation has fluctuated more than that of any
other monarch. The study places Richard in
Europe, the Mediterranean and Palestine and
demonstrates that few rulers had more enemies
or more influence.
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Mystifying the Monarch - Jeroen Deploige
2006
The power of monarchs has traditionally been as
much symbolic as actual, rooted in popular
imagery of sovereignty, divinity, and authority.
In Mystifying the Monarch, a distinguished
group of contributors explores the changing
nature of that imagery—and its political and
social effects—in Europe from the Middle Ages
to the present day. They demonstrate that,
rather than a linear progression where
perceptions of rulers moved inexorably from the
sacred to the banal, in reality the history of
monarchy has been one of constant tension
between mystification and demystification.
The Royal Bastards of Medieval England Chris Given-Wilson 1984-01-01
George III (Penguin Monarchs) - Jeremy
Black 2020-10-29
King of Britain for sixty years and the last king
of what would become the United States, George
III inspired both hatred and loyalty and is now
best known for two reasons: as a villainous
tyrant for America's Founding Fathers, and for
his madness, both of which have been portrayed
on stage and screen. In this concise and
penetrating biography, Jeremy Black turns away
from the image-making and back to the archives,
and instead locates George's life within his age:
as a king who faced the loss of key colonies,
rebellion in Ireland, insurrection in London,
constitutional crisis in Britain and an existential
threat from Revolutionary France as part of
modern Britain's longest period of war. Black
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shows how George III rose to these challenges
with fortitude and helped settle parliamentary
monarchy as an effective governmental system,
eventually becoming the most popular monarch
for well over a century. He also shows us a
talented and curious individual, committed to
music, art, architecture and science, who took
the duties of monarchy seriously, from reviewing
death penalties to trying to control his often
wayward children even as his own mental health
failed, and became Britain's longest reigning
king.
George II (Penguin Monarchs) - Norman
Davies 2021-05-27
From the celebrated historian and author of
Europe: A History, a new life of George II
George II, King of Great Britain and Ireland and
Elector of Hanover, came to Britain for the first
time when he was thirty-one. He had a terrible
relationship with his father, George I, which was
later paralleled by his relationship to his own
son. He was short-tempered and uncultivated,
but in his twenty-three-year reign he presided
over a great flourishing in his adoptive country economic, military and cultural - all described
with characteristic wit and elegance by Norman
Davies. (George II so admired the Hallelujah
chorus in Handel's Messiah that he stood while
it was being performed - as modern audiences
still do.) Much of his attention remained in
Hanover and on continental politics, as a result
of which he was the last British monarch to lead
his troops into battle, at Dettingen in 1744.
Great Commanders [Illustrated Edition] - Dr.
Christopher Gabel 2014-08-15
Includes 3 maps and 7 illustrations The
command of military forces in combat is unlike
any other field of human endeavor. If war is the
ultimate form of human competition, then the
commander is the ultimate competitor. The
commander operates in an environment of
chance, uncertainty, and chaos, in which the
stakes are, quite literally, life and death. He or
she contends against an adversary who is using
every means, fair or foul, to foil his plans and
bring about his defeat. The commander is
ultimately responsible for every variable that
factors into military success or failure-training,
logistics, morale, equipment, planning, and
execution. The commander reaps the lion’s share
of plaudits in victory, but also must accept the
richard-i-penguin-monarchs-the-crusader-king

blame in defeat, warranted or not. Very often the
line that separates fame and ignominy is slender
indeed. It is not difficult to identify “great”
commanders, though the overwhelming majority
of generals who win battles are never
considered “great.” Something more than a
favorable ratio of wins to losses is needed to
establish greatness...The truly great commander
is generally considered to be one who attains the
unexpected or the unprecedented; one who
stands above his contemporaries through his
skill on the battlefield, or through the sheer
magnitude of his accomplishments. ...The
commanders selected were masters of warfare
in their particular time and environment. Each
capitalized upon the social, political, economic,
and technological conditions of his day to forge
successful military forces and win significant
and noteworthy victories that profoundly altered
the world in which he lived.-Dr Christopher R.
Gabel. The Great Commanders covered by this
volume are Alexander the Great, Genghis Khan,
Napoleon, John J. Pershing, Erwin Rommel and
Curtis E. LeMay
Edward V (Penguin Monarchs) - Thomas Penn
2019-04-23
Cnut (Penguin Monarchs) - Ryan Lavelle
2017-12-07
Cnut, or Canute, is one of the great 'what ifs' of
English history. The Dane who became King of
England after a long period of Viking attacks and
settlement, his reign could have permanently
shifted eleventh-century England's rule to
Scandinavia. Stretching his authority across the
North Sea to become king of Denmark and
Norway, and with close links to Ireland and an
overlordship of Scotland, this formidable figure
created a Viking Empire at least as plausible as
the Anglo-Norman Empire that would emerge in
1066. Ryan Lavelle's illuminating book cuts
through myths and misconceptions to explore
this fascinating and powerful man in detail. Cnut
is most popularly known now for the story of the
king who tried to command the waves, relegated
to a bit part in the medieval story, but as this
biography shows, he was a conqueror, political
player, law maker and empire builder on the
grandest scale, one whose reign tells us much
about the contingent nature of history.
The Crusades - Thomas Asbridge 2010-03-30
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The Crusades is an authoritative, accessible
single-volume history of the brutal struggle for
the Holy Land in the Middle Ages. Thomas
Asbridge—a renowned historian who writes with
“maximum vividness” (Joan Acocella, The New
Yorker)—covers the years 1095 to 1291 in this
big, ambitious, readable account of one of the
most fascinating periods in history. From
Richard the Lionheart to the mighty Saladin,
from the emperors of Byzantium to the Knights
Templar, Asbridge’s book is a magnificent epic
of Holy War between the Christian and Islamic
worlds, full of adventure, intrigue, and sweeping
grandeur.
The Concise History of the Crusades Thomas F. Madden 2014-03-16
What is the relationship between the medieval
crusades and the problems of the modern Middle
East? Were the crusades the Christian
equivalent of Muslim jihad? In this sweeping yet
crisp history, Thomas F. Madden offers a
brilliant and compelling narrative of the
crusades and their contemporary relevance.
Placing all of the major crusades within their
social, economic, religious, and intellectual
environments, Madden explores the uniquely
medieval world that led untold thousands to
leave their homes, families, and friends to march
in Christ’s name to distant lands. From Palestine
and Europe's farthest reaches, each crusade is
recounted in a clear, concise narrative. The
author gives special attention as well to the
crusades’ effects on the Islamic world and the
Christian Byzantine East.
Richard the Lionheart - John Gillingham 1978
Based on factual interpretation and original
research conducted in France and England, this
new biography dispels much of the myth
surrounding Richard the Lionhearted to reveal
one of England's most capable rulers
Lost Islamic History - Firas Alkhateeb 2017
Islam has been one of the most powerful
religious, social and political forces in history.
Over the last 1400 years, from origins in Arabia,
a succession of Muslim polities and later
empires expanded to control territories and
peoples that ultimately stretched from southern
France to East Africa and South East Asia. Yet
many of the contributions of Muslim thinkers,
scientists and theologians, not to mention rulers,
statesmen and soldiers, have been occluded.
richard-i-penguin-monarchs-the-crusader-king

This book rescues from oblivion and neglect
some of these personalities and institutions
while offering the reader a new narrative of this
lost Islamic history. The Umayyads, Abbasids,
and Ottomans feature in the story, as do Muslim
Spain, the savannah kingdoms of West Africa
and the Mughal Empire, along with the later
European colonization of Muslim lands and the
development of modern nation-states in the
Muslim world. Throughout, the impact of Islamic
belief on scientific advancement, social
structures, and cultural development is given
due prominence, and the text is complemented
by portraits of key personalities, inventions and
little known historical nuggets. The history of
Islam and of the world's Muslims brings together
diverse peoples, geographies and states, all
interwoven into one narrative that begins with
Muhammad and continues to this day.
The First Crusade - Thomas Asbridge
2012-01-26
'A nuanced and sophisticated analysis...
Exhilarating' Sunday Telegraph Nine hundred
years ago, one of the most controversial
episodes in Christian history was initiated. The
Pope stated that, in spite of the apparently
pacifist message of the New Testament, God
actually wanted European knights to wage a
fierce and bloody war against Islam and
recapture Jerusalem. Thus was the First Crusade
born. Focusing on the characters that drove this
extraordinary campaign, this fascinating period
of history is recreated through awe-inspiring and
often barbaric tales of bold adventure while at
the same time providing significant insights into
early medieval society, morality and mentality.
The First Crusade marked a watershed in
relations between Islam and the West, a conflict
that set these two world religions on a course
towards deep-seated animosity and enduring
enmity. The chilling reverberations of this earthshattering clash still echo in the world today.
'[Asbridge] balances persuasive analysis with a
flair for conveying with dramatic power the
crusaders' plight' Financial Times
Henry III (Penguin Monarchs) - Stephen
Church 2017-01-26
Henry III was a medieval king whose long reign
continues to have a profound impact on us
today. He was on the throne for 56 years and
during this time England was transformed from
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being the private play-thing of a French
speaking dynasty into a medieval state in which
the king answered for his actions to an English
parliament, which emerged during Henry's
lifetime. Despite Henry's central importance for
the birth of parliament and the development of a
state recognisably modern in many of its
institutions, it is Henry's most vociferous
opponent, Simon de Montfort, who is in many
ways more famous than the monarch himself.
Henry is principally known today as the driving
force behind the building of Westminster Abbey,
but he deserves to be better understood for
many reasons - as Stephen Church's sparkling
account makes clear. Part of the Penguin
Monarchs series: short, fresh, expert accounts of
England's rulers in a highly collectible format
Richard the Lionheart - W. B. Bartlett
2018-03-15
The amazing life of Richard I, King of England,
known to history as 'Richard the Lionheart',
after his reputation for bravery exhibited
fighting the 'Saracens' whilst crusading in the
Holy Land.
Henry VII (Penguin Monarchs) - Sean
Cunningham 2023-05-25
Part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short,
fresh, expert accounts of England's rulers in a
collectible format Henry VII was one of
England's unlikeliest monarchs. An exile and
outsider with barely a claim to the throne, his
victory over Richard III at Bosworth Field
seemed to many in 1485 only the latest in the
sequence of violent convulsions among
England's nobility that would come to be known
as the Wars of the Roses - with little to suggest
that the obscure Henry would last any longer
than his predecessor. To break the cycle of
division, usurpation, deposition and murder, he
had both to maintain a grip on power and to
convince England that his rule was both rightful
and effective. Here, Sean Cunningham explores
how, in his ruthless and controlling kingship,
Henry VII did so, in the process founding the
Tudor dynasty.
The Templars - Dan Jones 2017-09-19
“Dan Jones is an entertainer, but also a bona fide
historian. Seldom does one find serious
scholarship so easy to read.” – The Times, Book
of the Year A New York Times bestseller, this
major new history of the knights Templar is “a
richard-i-penguin-monarchs-the-crusader-king

fresh, muscular and compelling history of the
ultimate military-religious crusading order,
combining sensible scholarship with narrative
swagger" – Simon Sebag Montefiore, author of
Jerusalem A faltering war in the middle east. A
band of elite warriors determined to fight to the
death to protect Christianity’s holiest sites. A
global financial network unaccountable to any
government. A sinister plot founded on a web of
lies. Jerusalem 1119. A small group of knights
seeking a purpose in the violent aftermath of the
First Crusade decides to set up a new order.
These are the first Knights Templar, a band of
elite warriors prepared to give their lives to
protect Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land.
Over the next two hundred years, the Templars
would become the most powerful religious order
of the medieval world. Their legend has inspired
fervent speculation ever since. In this
groundbreaking narrative history, Dan Jones
tells the true story of the Templars for the first
time in a generation, drawing on extensive
original sources to build a gripping account of
these Christian holy warriors whose heroism and
alleged depravity have been shrouded in myth.
The Templars were protected by the pope and
sworn to strict vows of celibacy. They fought the
forces of Islam in hand-to-hand combat on the
sun-baked hills where Jesus lived and died,
finding their nemesis in Saladin, who vowed to
drive all Christians from the lands of Islam.
Experts at channeling money across borders,
they established the medieval world’s largest
and most innovative banking network and waged
private wars against anyone who threatened
their interests. Then, as they faced setbacks at
the hands of the ruthless Mamluk sultan Baybars
and were forced to retreat to their stronghold in
Cyprus, a vindictive and cash-strapped King of
France set his sights on their fortune. His
administrators quietly mounted a damning case
against the Templars, built on deliberate lies and
false testimony. On Friday October 13, 1307,
hundreds of brothers were arrested, imprisoned
and tortured, and the order was disbanded amid
lurid accusations of sexual misconduct and
heresy. They were tried by the Pope in secret
proceedings and their last master was brutally
tortured and burned at the stake. But were they
heretics or victims of a ruthlessly repressive
state? Dan Jones goes back to the sources
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tobring their dramatic tale, so relevant to our
own times, to life in a book that is at once
authoritative and compulsively readable.
Empires of the Sea - 2019-10-07
Empires of the Sea brings together studies of
maritime empires from the Bronze Age to the
Eighteenth Century. The volume develops the
category of maritime empire as a specific type of
empire in both European and ‘non-western’
history.
Anne - Richard Hewlings 2021-09-28
Henry II (Penguin Monarchs) - Richard
Barber 2015-04-30
Henry II (1154-89) through a series of
astonishing dynastic coups became the ruler of
an enormous European empire. One of the most
dynamic, restless and clever men ever to rule
England, he was brought down both by his
catastrophic relationship with his archbishop
Thomas Becket and his debilitating arguments
with his sons, most importantly the future
Richard I and King John. His empire may have
ultimately collapsed, but in Richard Barber's
vivid and sympathetic account the reader can
see why Henry II left such a compelling
impression on his contemporaries.
Aethelred the Unready (Penguin Monarchs)
- Richard Abels 2018-10-25
A major new title in the Penguin Monarchs
series In his fascinating new book in the Penguin
Monarchs series, Richard Abels examines the
long and troubled reign of Aethelred II the
'Unraed', the 'Ill-Advised'. It is characteristic of
Aethelred's reign that its greatest surviving
work of literature, the poem The Battle of
Maldon, should be a record of heroic defeat.
Perhaps no ruler could have stemmed the
encroachment of wave upon wave of Viking
raiders, but Aethelred will always be associated
with that failure. Richard Abels is Professor
Emeritus at the United States Naval Academy.
He is the author of Alfred the Great: War,
Kingship and Culture in Anglo-Saxon England
and Lordship and Military Obligation in AngloSaxon England. He is a Fellow of the Royal
Historical Society.
John (Penguin Monarchs) - Nicholas Vincent
2020-07-30
King John ruled England for seventeen and a
half years, yet his entire reign is usually reduced
richard-i-penguin-monarchs-the-crusader-king

to one image: of the villainous monarch
outmanoeuvred by rebellious barons into
agreeing to Magna Carta at Runnymede in 1215.
Ever since, John has come to be seen as an
archetypal tyrant. But how evil was he? In this
perceptive short account, Nicholas Vincent
unpicks John's life through his deeds and his
personality. The youngest of four brothers,
overlooked and given a distinctly unroyal name,
John seemed doomed to failure. As king, he was
reputedly cruel and treacherous, pursuing his
own interests at the expense of his country,
losing the continental empire bequeathed to him
by his father Henry and his brother Richard and
eventually plunging England into civil war. Only
his lordship of Ireland showed some success.
Yet, as this fascinating biography asks, were his
crimes necessarily greater than those of his
ancestors - or was he judged more harshly
because, ultimately, he failed as a warlord?
Richard I (Penguin Monarchs) - Thomas
Asbridge 2018-02-22
Richard I's reign is both controversial and
seemingly contradictory. One of England's most
famous medieval monarchs and a potent symbol
of national identity, he barely spent six months
on English soil during a ten-year reign and spoke
French as his first language. Contemporaries
dubbed him the 'Lionheart', reflecting a carefully
cultivated reputation for bravery, prowess and
knightly virtue, but this supposed paragon of
chivalry butchered close to 3,000 prisoners in
cold blood on a single day. And, though revered
as Christian Europe's greatest crusader, his
grand campaign to the Holy Land failed to
recover the city of Jerusalem from Islam.
Seeking to reconcile this conflicting evidence,
Thomas Asbridge's incisive reappraisal of
Richard I's career questions whether the
Lionheart really did neglect his kingdom,
considers why he devoted himself to the cause of
holy war and asks how the memory of his life
came to be interwoven with myth. Richard
emerges as a formidable warrior-king, possessed
of martial genius and a cultured intellect, yet
burdened by the legacy of his dysfunctional
dynasty and obsessed with the pursuit of honour
and renown.
Master of the Senate - Robert A. Caro
2002-04-23
Master of the Senate, Book Three of The Years
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of Lyndon Johnson, carries Johnson’s story
through one of its most remarkable periods: his
twelve years, from 1949 to 1960, in the United
States Senate. At the heart of the book is its
unprecedented revelation of how legislative
power works in America, how the Senate works,
and how Johnson, in his ascent to the
presidency, mastered the Senate as no political
leader before him had ever done. It was during
these years that all Johnson’s experience—from
his Texas Hill Country boyhood to his passionate
representation in Congress of his hardscrabble
constituents to his tireless construction of a
political machine—came to fruition. Caro
introduces the story with a dramatic account of
the Senate itself: how Daniel Webster, Henry
Clay, and John C. Calhoun had made it the
center of governmental energy, the forum in
which the great issues of the country were
thrashed out. And how, by the time Johnson
arrived, it had dwindled into a body that merely
responded to executive initiatives, all but
impervious to the forces of change. Caro
anatomizes the genius for political strategy and
tactics by which, in an institution that had made
the seniority system all-powerful for a century
and more, Johnson became Majority Leader after
only a single term-the youngest and greatest
Senate Leader in our history; how he
manipulated the Senate’s hallowed rules and
customs and the weaknesses and strengths of
his colleagues to change the “unchangeable”
Senate from a loose confederation of sovereign
senators to a whirring legislative machine under
his own iron-fisted control. Caro demonstrates
how Johnson’s political genius enabled him to
reconcile the unreconcilable: to retain the
support of the southerners who controlled the
Senate while earning the trust—or at least the
cooperation—of the liberals, led by Paul Douglas
and Hubert Humphrey, without whom he could
not achieve his goal of winning the presidency.
He shows the dark side of Johnson’s ambition:
how he proved his loyalty to the great oil barons
who had financed his rise to power by ruthlessly
destroying the career of the New Dealer who
was in charge of regulating them, Federal Power
Commission Chairman Leland Olds. And we
watch him achieve the impossible: convincing
southerners that although he was firmly in their
camp as the anointed successor to their leader,
richard-i-penguin-monarchs-the-crusader-king

Richard Russell, it was essential that they allow
him to make some progress toward civil rights.
In a breathtaking tour de force, Caro details
Johnson’s amazing triumph in maneuvering to
passage the first civil rights legislation since
1875. Master of the Senate, told with an
abundance of rich detail that could only have
come from Caro’s peerless research, is both a
galvanizing portrait of the man himself—the
titan of Capital Hill, volcanic, mesmerizing—and
a definitive and revelatory study of the workings
and personal and legislative power.
Victoria (Penguin Monarchs) - Jane Ridley
2015-04-30
Part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short,
fresh, expert accounts of England's rulers in a
collectible format Queen Victoria inherited the
throne at 18 and went on to become the longestreigning female monarch in history, in a time of
intense industrial, cultural, political, scientific
and military change within the United Kingdom
and great imperial expansion outside of it (she
was made Empress of India in 1876).
Overturning the established picture of the dour
old lady, this is a fresh and engaging portrait
from one of our most talented royal biographers.
Jane Ridley is Professor of Modern History at
Buckingham University, where she teaches a
course on biography. Her previous books include
The Young Disraeli; a study of Edwin Lutyens,
The Architect and his Wife, which won the 2003
Duff Cooper Prize; and the best-selling Bertie: A
Life of Edward VII. A Fellow of the Royal Society
for Literature, Ridley writes for the Spectator
and other newspapers, and has appeared on
radio and several television documentaries. She
lives in London and Scotland.
William II (Penguin Monarchs) - John
Gillingham 2015-08-27
William II (1087-1100), or William Rufus, will
always be most famous for his death: killed by an
arrow while out hunting, perhaps through
accident or perhaps murder. But, as John
Gillingham makes clear in this elegant book, as
the son and successor to William the Conqueror
it was William Rufus who had to establish
permanent Norman rule. A ruthless, irascible
man, he frequently argued acrimoniously with
his older brother Robert over their father's
inheritance - but he also handed out effective
justice, leaving as his legacy one of the most
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extraordinary of all medieval buildings,
Westminster Hall.
King John - Wilfred Lewis Warren 1997
First published by Methuen in 1981.
Elizabeth I (Penguin Monarchs) - Helen
Castor 2018-03-01
Part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short,
fresh, expert accounts of England's rulers in a
collectible format In the popular imagination, as
in her portraits, Elizabeth I is the image of
monarchical power. The Virgin Queen ruled over
a Golden Age: the Spanish Armada was defeated
and England's enemies scattered; English
explorers reached almost to the ends of the
earth; a new Church of England rose from the
ashes of past conflict, and the English
Renaissance bloomed in the genius of
Shakespeare, Spenser and Sidney. But the image
is also armour. In this illuminating new account
of Elizabeth's reign, Helen Castor shows how
England's iconic queen was shaped by profound
and enduring insecurity-an insecurity which was
both a matter of practical political reality and
personal psychology. From her precarious
upbringing at the whim of a brutal, capricious
father and her perilous accession after his death,
to the religious division that marred her state
and the failure to marry that threatened her line,
Elizabeth lived under constant threat. But,
facing down her enemies with a compellingly
inscrutable public persona, the last and greatest
of the Tudor monarchs would become a timeless,
fearless queen.
Henry VII - Sean Cunningham 2007
Presents the life of Henry VII, how he ran his
government, how his authority was maintained,
and the nature of the country over which he
ruled since he claimed the throne in 1485. This
book explores how Henry's reign was important
in stabilizing the English monarchy and
providing sound financial and institutional basis
for later developments.
Henry I (Penguin Monarchs) - Edmund King
2018-07-26
'To be a medieval king was a job of work ... This
was a man who knew how to run a complex
organization. He was England's CEO' The
youngest of William the Conqueror's sons, Henry
I came to unchallenged power only after two of
his brothers died in strange hunting accidents
and he had imprisoned the other. He was
richard-i-penguin-monarchs-the-crusader-king

destined to become one of the greatest of all
medieval monarchs, both through his own
ruthlessness, and through his dynastic legacy.
Edmund King's engrossing portrait shows a
strikingly charismatic, intelligent and fortunate
man, whose rule was looked back on as the real
post-conquest founding of England as a new
realm: wealthy, stable, bureaucratised and selfconfident.
The Line - Keri Smith 2017-10
A deceptively simple adventure into the
unknown using only paper, a pencil and a single
line Wreck This Journal had a simple premise:
destroy the book in all the ways you can
imagine. The Line is even simpler: find pencil,
start a line. As you move through the pages of
Keri Smith's newest book, you'll be asked to let
your line meander, explore the book's gutter,
and jump around the edges of the pages. You'll
hide your line, cut your line and even let
someone else take over your line for a bit. The
farther you get into the book, however, the more
you'll discover that maybe things aren't as
simple as they first seemed. The line has a mind
of its own, and it's up to you to discover what's
at the end of the line (hint: it's just the
beginning).
William I (Penguin Monarchs) - Marc Morris
2016-08-25
On Christmas Day 1066, William, duke of
Normandy was crowned in Westminster, the first
Norman king of England. It was a disaster:
soldiers outside, thinking shouts of acclamation
were treachery, torched the surrounding
buildings. To later chroniclers, it was an omen of
the catastrophes to come. During the reign of
William the Conqueror, England experienced
greater and more seismic change than at any
point before or since. Marc Morris's concise and
gripping biography sifts through the sources of
the time to give a fresh view of the man who
changed England more than any other, as old
ruling elites were swept away, enemies at home
and abroad (including those in his closest family)
were crushed, swathes of the country were
devastated and the map of the nation itself was
redrawn, giving greater power than ever to the
king. When, towards the end of his reign,
William undertook a great survey of his new
lands, his subjects compared it to the last
judgement of God, the Domesday Book. England
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had been transformed forever.
Edward III (Penguin Monarchs) - Jonathan
Sumption 2016-05-26
Edward III lived through bloody and turbulent
times. His father was deposed by his mother and
her lover when he was still a teenager; a third of
England's population was killed by the Black
Death midway through his reign; and the
intractable Hundred Years War with France
began under his leadership. Yet Edward
managed to rule England for fifty years, and was
viewed as a paragon of kingship in the eyes of
both his contemporaries and later generations.
Venerated as the victor of Sluys and Crécy and
the founder of the Order of the Garter, he was
regarded with awe even by his enemies. But he
lived too long, and was ultimately condemned to
see thirty years of conquests reversed in less
than five. In this gripping new account of
Edward III's rise and fall, Jonathan Sumption
introduces us to a fêted king who ended his life a
heroic failure.
Crusaders - Dan Jones 2019-10-01
A major new history of the Crusades with an
unprecedented wide scope, told in a tableau of
portraits of people on all sides of the wars, from
the author of Powers and Thrones. For more
than one thousand years, Christians and
Muslims lived side by side, sometimes at peace
and sometimes at war. When Christian armies
seized Jerusalem in 1099, they began the most
notorious period of conflict between the two
religions. Depending on who you ask, the fall of
the holy city was either an inspiring legend or
the greatest of horrors. In Crusaders, Dan Jones
interrogates the many sides of the larger story,
charting a deeply human and avowedly pluralist
path through the crusading era. Expanding the
usual timeframe, Jones looks to the roots of
Christian-Muslim relations in the eighth century
and tracks the influence of crusading to present
day. He widens the geographical focus to farflung regions home to so-called enemies of the
Church, including Spain, North Africa, southern
France, and the Baltic states. By telling intimate
stories of individual journeys, Jones illuminates
these centuries of war not only from the
perspective of popes and kings, but from ArabSicilian poets, Byzantine princesses, Sunni
scholars, Shi'ite viziers, Mamluk slave soldiers,
Mongol chieftains, and barefoot friars.
richard-i-penguin-monarchs-the-crusader-king

Crusading remains a rallying call to this day, but
its role in the popular imagination ignores the
cooperation and complicated coexistence that
were just as much a feature of the period as
warfare. The age-old relationships between faith,
conquest, wealth, power, and trade meant that
crusading was not only about fighting for the
glory of God, but also, among other earthly
reasons, about gold. In this richly dramatic
narrative that gives voice to sources usually
pushed to the margins, Dan Jones has written an
authoritative survey of the holy wars with global
scope and human focus.
The Greatest Knight - Thomas Asbridge
2014-12-02
A renowned scholar brings to life medieval
England’s most celebrated knight, William
Marshal—providing an unprecedented and
intimate view of this age and the legendary
warrior class that shaped it. Caught on the
wrong side of an English civil war and
condemned by his father to the gallows at age
five, William Marshal defied all odds to become
one of England’s most celebrated knights.
Thomas Asbridge’s rousing narrative chronicles
William’s rise, using his life as a prism to view
the origins, experiences, and influence of the
knight in British history. In William’s day, the
brutish realities of war and politics collided with
romanticized myths about an Arthurian “golden
age,” giving rise to a new chivalric ideal.
Asbridge details the training rituals, weaponry,
and battle tactics of knighthood, and explores
the codes of chivalry and courtliness that shaped
their daily lives. These skills were essential to
survive one of the most turbulent periods in
English history—an era of striking
transformation, as the West emerged from the
Dark Ages. A leading retainer of five English
kings, Marshal served the great figures of this
age, from Queen Eleanor of Aquitaine to Richard
the Lionheart and his infamous brother John,
and was involved in some of the most critical
phases of medieval history, from the Magna
Carta to the survival of the Angevin/Plantagenet
dynasty. Asbridge introduces this storied knight
to modern readers and places him firmly in the
context of the majesty, passion, and bloody
intrigue of the Middle Ages. The Greatest Knight
features 16 pages of black-and-white and color
illustrations.
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Stephen (Penguin Monarchs) - Carl Watkins
2015-08-27
Known as 'the anarchy', the reign of Stephen
(1135-1141) saw England plunged into a civil
war that illuminated the fatal flaw in the
powerful Norman monarchy, that without clear
rules ordering succession, conflict between
members of William the Conqueror's family were
inevitable. But there was another problem, too:
Stephen himself. With the nobility of England
and Normandy anxious about the prospect of a
world without the tough love of the old king
Henry I, Stephen styled himself a political
panacea, promising strength without oppression.
As external threats and internal resistance to his
rule accumulated, it was a promise he was
unable to keep. Unable to transcend his flawed
claim to the throne, and to make the transition
from nobleman to king, Stephen's actions
betrayed uneasiness in his role, his royal voice
never quite ringing true. The resulting violence
that spread throughout England was not, or not
only, the work of bloodthirsty men on the make.
As Watkins shows in this resonant new portrait,
it arose because great men struggled to navigate
a new and turbulent kind of politics that arose
when the king was in eclipse.
Edward VI (Penguin Monarchs) - Stephen Alford
2014-12-30
Edward VI, the only son of Henry VIII, became
king at the age of nine and died wholly
unexpectedly at the age of fifteen. All around
him loomed powerful men who hoped to use the
child to further their own ends, but who were
also playing a long game - assuming that Edward
would long outlive them and become as
commanding a figure as his father had been.
Stephen Alford's wonderful book gives full play
to the murky, sinister nature of Edward's reign,
but is also a poignant account of a boy learning
to rule, learning to enjoy his growing power and
to come out of the shadows of the great
aristocrats around him. England's last child
monarch, Edward would have led his country in
a quite different direction to the catastrophic
one caused by his death.
Empire of Magic - Geraldine Heng 2003
Empire of Magic offers a genesis and genealogy
for medieval romance and the King Arthur
legend through the history of Europe's
encounters with the East in crusades, travel,
richard-i-penguin-monarchs-the-crusader-king

missionizing, and empire formation. It also
produces definitions of "race" and "nation" for
the medieval period and posits that the Middle
Ages and medieval fantasies of race and religion
have recently returned. Drawing on feminist and
gender theory, as well as cultural analyses of
race, class, and colonialism, this provocative
book revises our understanding of the
beginnings of the nine hundred-year-old cultural
genre we call romance, as well as the King
Arthur legend. Geraldine Heng argues that
romance arose in the twelfth century as a
cultural response to the trauma and horror of
taboo acts -- in particular the cannibalism
committed by crusaders on the bodies of Muslim
enemies in Syria during the First Crusade. From
such encounters with the East, Heng suggests,
sprang the fantastical episodes featuring King
Arthur in Geoffrey of Monmouth's chronicle The
History of the Kings of England, a work where
history and fantasy collide and merge, each into
the other, inventing crucial new examples and
models for romances to come. After locating the
rise of romance and Arthurian legend in the
contact zones of East and West, Heng
demonstrates the adaptability of romance and its
key role in the genesis of an English national
identity. Discussing Jews, women, children, and
sexuality in works like the romance of Richard
Lionheart, stories of the saintly Constance,
Arthurian chivralic literature, the legend of
Prester John, and travel narratives, Heng shows
how fantasy enabled audiences to work through
issues of communal identity, race, color, class
and alternative sexualities in socially sanctioned
and safe modes of cultural discussion in which
pleasure, not anxiety, was paramount. Romance
also engaged with the threat of modernity in the
late medieval period, as economic, social, and
technological transformations occurred and
awareness grew of a vastly enlarged world
beyond Europe, one encompassing India, China,
and Africa. Finally, Heng posits, romance locates
England and Europe within an empire of magic
and knowledge that surveys the world and
makes it intelligible -- usable -- for the future.
Empire of Magic is expansive in scope, spanning
the eleventh to the fifteenth centuries, and
detailed in coverage, examining various types of
romance -- historical, national, popular,
chivalric, family, and travel romances, among
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others -- to see how cultural fantasy responds to
changing crises, pressures, and demands in a
number of different ways. Boldly controversial,
theoretically sophisticated, and historically
rooted, Empire of Magic is a dramatic restaging
of the role romance played in the culture of a
period and world in ways that suggest how
cultural fantasy still functions for us today.
Richard I (Penguin Monarchs) - Thomas
Asbridge 2018-04-24
Richard I's reign is both controversial and
seemingly contradictory. One of England's most
famous medieval monarchs and a potent symbol
of national identity, he barely spent six months
on English soil during a ten-year reign and spoke
French as his first language. Contemporaries
dubbed him the 'Lionheart', reflecting a carefully
cultivated reputation for bravery, prowess and

richard-i-penguin-monarchs-the-crusader-king

knightly virtue, but this supposed paragon of
chivalry butchered close to 3,000 prisoners in
cold blood on a single day. And, though revered
as Christian Europe's greatest crusader, his
grand campaign to the Holy Land failed to
recover the city of Jerusalem from Islam.
Seeking to reconcile this conflicting evidence,
Thomas Asbridge's incisive reappraisal of
Richard I's career questions whether the
Lionheart really did neglect his kingdom,
considers why he devoted himself to the cause of
holy war and asks how the memory of his life
came to be interwoven with myth. Richard
emerges as a formidable warrior-king, possessed
of martial genius and a cultured intellect, yet
burdened by the legacy of his dysfunctional
dynasty and obsessed with the pursuit of honour
and renown.
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