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One Party After Another - Michael Crick 2022-02-03
'Enormously readable...excellent' Dominic Sandbrook, Sunday Times 'A
superb piece of thorough journalism' David Aaronovitch, The Times Nigel
Farage is arguably one of the most influential British politicians of the
21st century. His campaign to take the UK out of the EU began as a
minority and extreme point of view, but in June 2016 it became the
official policy of the nation after a divisive referendum. In Michael
Crick's brilliant new biography, One Party After Another, we find out how
he did it, despite never once managing to get elected to Parliament.
Farage left public school at the age of 16 to go and work in the City, but
in the 1990s he was drawn into politics, joining UKIP. Ironically, it was
the electoral system for the European Parliament that gave him access to
a platform, and he was elected an MEP in 1999. His everyman persona,
combined with a natural ability as a maverick and outspoken performer
on TV, ensured that he garnered plenty of media attention. His message
resonated in ways that rattled the major parties - especially the
Conservatives - and suddenly the UK's membership of the EU was up for
debate. Controversy was never far away, with accusations of racism
against the party and various scandals. But, having helped secure the
referendum, Farage was largely sidelined by the successful official Brexit
campaign. When Parliament struggled to find a way to leave, Farage
created the Brexit Party to ensure Britain did eventually leave the EU
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early in 2020. Crick's compelling new study takes the reader into the
heart of Farage's story, assessing his methods, uncovering remarkable
hidden details and builds to an unmissable portrait of one of the most
controversial characters in modern British politics.
Britain at Bay - Alan Allport 2020-11-03
A sweeping, groundbreaking epic that combines military with social
history, to illuminate the ways in which Great Britain and its people were
permanently transformed by the Second World War. Here is the manyfaceted, world-historically significant story of Britain at war. In looking
closely at the military and political dimensions of the conflict's first
crucial years, Alan Allport tackles questions such as: Could the war have
been avoided? Could it have been lost? Were the strategic decisions the
rights ones? How well did the British organize and fight? How well did
the British live up to their own values? What difference did the war make
in the end to the fate of the nation? In answering these and other
essential questions he focuses on the human contingencies of the war,
weighing directly at the roles of individuals and the outcomes
determined by luck or chance. Moreover, he looks intimately at the
changes in wartime British society and culture. Britain at Bay draws on a
large cast of characters--from the leading statesmen and military
commanders who made the decisions, to the ordinary men, women, and
children who carried them out and lived through their consequences--in a
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comprehensible and compelling single history of forty-six million people.
For better or worse, much of Britain today is ultimately the product of
the experiences of 1938-1941.
Britannia Unchained - Kwasi Kwarteng 2016-11-09
Britain is at a cross-roads; from the economy, to the education system, to
social mobility, Britain must learn the rules of the 21st century, or face a
slide into mediocrity. Brittania Unchained travels around the world,
exploring the nations that are triumphing in this new age, seeking
lessons Britain must implement to carve out a bright future.
Great Britain's Great War - Jeremy Paxman 2013-10-03
Jeremy Paxman's magnificent history of the First World War tells the
entire story of the war in one gripping narrative from the point of view of
the British people. NOW A MAJOR BBC TELEVISION SERIES "He writes
so well and sympathetically, and chooses his detail so deftly, that if there
is one new history of the war that you might actually enjoy from the very
large centennial selection this is very likely it" The Times We may think
we know about it, but what was life really like for the British people
during the First World War? The well-known images - the pointing finger
of Lord Kitchener; a Tommy buried in the mud of the Western Front; the
memorial poppies of remembrance day - all reinforce the idea that it was
a pointless waste of life. So why did the British fight it so willingly and
how did the country endure it for so long? Using a wealth of first-hand
source material, Jeremy Paxman brings vividly to life the day-to-day
experience of the British over the entire course of the war, from
politicians, newspapermen, campaigners and Generals, to Tommies,
factory workers, nurses, wives and children, capturing the whole mood
and morale of the nation. It reveals that life and identity in Britain were
often dramatically different from our own, and show how both were
utterly transformed - not always for the worst - by the enormous
upheaval of the war. Rich with personalities, surprises and ironies, this
lively narrative history paints a picture of courage and confusion, doubts
and dilemmas, and is written with Jeremy Paxman's characteristic flair
for storytelling, wry humour and pithy observation. "A fine introduction
to the part Britain played in the first of the worst two wars in history.
having-it-so-good-britain-in-the-fifties

The writing is lively and the detail often surprising and memorable"
Guardian Jeremy Paxman is a renowned broadcaster, award-winning
journalist and the bestselling author of seven works of non-fiction,
including The English, The Political Animal and Empire.
Good As You - Paul Flynn 2017-04-27
‘One of the most important books about gay culture in recent times’ The
Quietus Long-listed for the Polari First Book Prize In 1984 the pulsing
electronics and soft vocals of Smalltown Boy would become an anthem
uniting gay men. A month later, an aggressive virus, HIV, would be
identified and a climate of panic and fear would spread across the nation,
marginalising an already ostracised community. Yet, out of this terror
would come tenderness and 30 years later, the long road to gay equality
would climax with the passing of same sex marriage. Paul Flynn charts
this astonishing pop cultural and societal U-turn via the cultural
milestones that effected change—from Manchester’s self-selection as
Britain’s gay capital to the real-time romance of Elton John and David
Furnish’s eventual marriage. Including candid interviews from major
protagonists, such as Kylie, Russell T Davies, Will Young, Holly Johnson
and Lord Chris Smith, as well as the relative unknowns crucial to the gay
community, we see how an unlikely group of bedfellows fought for
equality both front of stage and in the wings. This is the story of Britain’s
brothers, cousins and sons. Sometimes it is the story of their fathers and
husbands. It is one of public outrage and personal loss, the (not always
legal) highs and the desperate lows, and the final collective victory as
gay men were final recognised, as Good As You.
A History of Modern Britain - Andrew Marr 2009-03-06
A History of Modern Britain confronts head-on the victory of shopping
over politics. It tells the story of how the great political visions of New
Jerusalem or a second Elizabethan Age, rival idealisms, came to be
defeated by a culture of consumerism, celebrity and self-gratification. In
each decade, political leaders think they know what they are doing, but
find themselves confounded. Every time, the British people turn out to be
stroppier and harder to herd than predicted. Throughout, Britain is a
country on the edge – first of invasion, then of bankruptcy, then on the
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vulnerable front line of the Cold War and later in the forefront of the
great opening up of capital and migration now reshaping the world. This
history follows all the political and economic stories, but deals too with
comedy, cars, the war against homosexuals, Sixties anarchists, oil-men
and punks, Margaret Thatcher's wonderful good luck, political lies and
the true heroes of British theatre.
Modernity Britain - David Kynaston 2014-12-02
Modernity Britain, 1957-1963, continues David Kynaston's
groundbreaking series Tales of a New Jerusalem, telling as never before
the story of Britain from VE Day in 1945 to the election of Margaret
Thatcher in 1979.
52 Times Britain was a Bellend - James Felton 2019-10-17
'Scurrilous, scandalous and frequently disgusting. I absolutely loved it'
James O'Brien Twitter hero James Felton brings you the painfully funny
history of Britain you were never taught at school, fully illustrated and
chronicling 52 of the most ludicrous, weird and downright 'baddie' things
we Brits* have done to the world since time immemorial - before
conveniently forgetting all about them, of course. Including: - Starting
wars with China when they didn't buy enough of our class A drugs Inventing a law so we didn't have to return objects we'd blatantly stolen
from other countries - Casually creating muzzles for women - Almost
going to war over a crime committed by a pig - And a brand new chapter
just for the paperback! 52 TIMES BRITAIN WAS A BELLEND will
complete your knowledge of this sceptred isle in ways you never
expected. So if you've ever wondered how we put the 'Great' in 'Great
Britain', wonder no more . . . *And when we say British, for the most part
we unfortunately just mean the English. JAMES FELTON'S "SUNBURN"
('AN ASTONISHING PIECE OF WORK' James O'Brien; 'FUNNY,
SCATHING AND WITTY' IAN DUNT) IS OUT NOW
Never Had it So Good - Dominic Sandbrook 2005-01
SANDBROOK/NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD
The Making of Modern Britain - Andrew Marr 2009-10-02
In The Making of Modern Britain, Andrew Marr paints a fascinating
portrait of life in Britain during the first half of the twentieth century as
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the country recovered from the grand wreckage of the British Empire.
Between the death of Queen Victoria and the end of the Second World
War, the nation was shaken by war and peace. The two wars were the
worst we had ever known and the episodes of peace among the most
turbulent and surprising. As the political forum moved from Edwardian
smoking rooms to an increasingly democratic Westminster, the people of
Britain experimented with extreme ideas as they struggled to answer the
question ‘How should we live?’ Socialism? Fascism? Feminism?
Meanwhile, fads such as eugenics, vegetarianism and nudism were
gripping the nation, while the popularity of the music hall soared. It was
also a time that witnessed the birth of the media as we know it today and
the beginnings of the welfare state. Beyond trenches, flappers and
Spitfires, this is a story of strange cults and economic madness, of
revolutionaries and heroic inventors, sexual experiments and raucous
stage heroines. From organic food to drugs, nightclubs and celebrities to
package holidays, crooked bankers to sleazy politicians, the echoes of
today's Britain ring from almost every page.
When the Lights Went Out - Andy Beckett 2010-01
The seventies encompass strikes that brought down governments, shock
general election results, the rise of Margaret Thatcher and the fall of
Edward Heath, the IMF crisis, the Winter of Discontent and the threeday week. When the Lights Went Out goes in search of what really
happened, what it felt like at the time, and where it was all leading. It
includes vivid interviews with many of the leading participants, from
Heath to Jack Jones to Arthur Scargill, and it travels from the oncefamous factories where the great industrial confrontations took place to
the suburbs where Thatcherism was created and to remote North Sea oil
rigs.The book also unearths the stories of the forgotten political actors,
from the Gay Liberation Front to the hippie anarchists of the free festival
movement. This book is not an academic history but something for the
general reader, bringing the decade back to life in all its drama and
complexity.
A Duty of Care - Peter Hennessy 2023-04-25
One of our most celebrated historians shows how we can use the lessons
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of the past to build a new post-covid society in Britain The 'duty of care'
which the state owes to its citizens is a phrase much used, but what has
it actually meant in Britain historically? And what should it mean in the
future, once the immediate Covid crisis has passed? In A Duty of Care,
Peter Hennessy divides post-war British history into BC (before covid)
and AC (after covid). He looks back to Sir William Beveridge's classic
identification of the 'five giants' against which society had to battle want, disease, ignorance, squalor and idleness - and laid the foundations
for the modern welfare state in his wartime report. He examines the
steady assault on the giants by successive post-war governments and
asks what the comparable giants are now. He lays out the 'road to 2045'
with 'a new Beveridge' to build a consensus for post-covid Britain with
the ambition and on the scale that was achieved by the first.
The Age of Decadence - Simon Heffer 2021-04-06
A richly detailed history of Britain at its imperial zenith, revealing the
simmering tensions and explosive rivalries beneath the opulent surface
of the late Victorian and Edwardian eras. The popular memory of Britain
in the years before the Great War is of a powerful, contented, orderly,
and thriving country. Britain commanded a vast empire: she bestrode
international commerce. Her citizens were living longer, profiting from
civil liberties their grandparents only dreamed of and enjoying an
expanding range of comforts and pastimes. The mood of pride and selfconfidence can be seen in Edward Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance
marches, newsreels of George V’s coronation, and London’s great
Edwardian palaces. Yet beneath the surface things were very different In
The Age of Decadence, Simon Heffer exposes the contradictions of lateVictorian and Edwardian Britain. He explains how, despite the nation’s
massive power, a mismanaged war against the Boers in South Africa
created profound doubts about her imperial destiny. He shows how
attempts to secure vital social reforms prompted the twentieth century’s
gravest constitutional crisis—and coincided with the worst industrial
unrest in British history. He describes how politicians who conceded the
vote to millions more men disregarded women so utterly that female
suffragists’ public protest bordered on terrorism. He depicts a ruling
having-it-so-good-britain-in-the-fifties

class that fell prey to degeneracy and scandal. He analyses a national
psyche that embraced the motor-car, the sensationalist press, and the
science fiction of H. G. Wells, but also the nostalgia of A. E. Housman.
A Great and Terrible King - Marc Morris 2015-03-15
The first major biography of a truly formidable king, whose reign was
one of the most dramatic and important of the entire Middle Ages,
leading to war and conquest on an unprecedented scale. Edward I is
familiar to millions as "Longshanks," conqueror of Scotland and nemesis
of Sir William Wallace (in "Braveheart"). Yet that story forms only the
final chapter of the king's action-packed life. Earlier, Edward had
defeated and killed Simon de Montfort in battle; traveled to the Holy
Land; conquered Wales, extinguishing its native rulers and constructing
a magnificent chain of castles. He raised the greatest armies of the
Middle Ages and summoned the largest parliaments; notoriously, he
expelled all the Jews from his kingdom. The longest-lived of England's
medieval kings, Edward fathered fifteen children with his first wife,
Eleanor of Castile and, after her death, erected the Eleanor Crosses—the
grandest funeral monuments ever fashioned for an English monarch. In
this book, Marc Morris examines afresh the forces that drove Edward
throughout his relentless career: his character, his Christian faith, and
his sense of England's destiny—a sense shaped largely by the tales of the
legendary King Arthur. Morris also explores the competing reasons that
led Edward's opponents (including Robert Bruce) to resist him. The
result is a sweeping story, immaculately researched yet compellingly
told, and a vivid picture of medieval Britain at the moment when its
future was decided.
History of Britain and Ireland - DK 2011-05-02
The History of Britain and Ireland traces the key events that shaped the
societies living in the British Isles from the earliest times to the present
day. From the Roman conquest of 43 CE to the Norman conquest of
1066, from the Elizabethan age of Shakespeare to the Victorian age of
Charles Dickens, and from the Hundred Years War of the 14th and 15th
centuries to the Iraq and Afghan wars of the 21st century, this
beautifully illustrated book provides a definitive visual chronicle of the
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most colorful and defining episodes in British history. The story begins at
least half a million years ago when humans started to make their home in
Britain. Around 3000 BCE, the first Britons were making their mark on
the landscape at remarkable sites such as the stone village of Skara Brae
in Orkney and the earliest earthworks at Stonehenge. They entered the
annals of recorded history with Julius Caesar's exploratory expedition
across the Channel in the late summer of 55 BCE. From then on the
small group of islands off the west coast of Europe was never far from
the center of world affairs: pioneering the industrial revolution, creating
the largest empire the world has ever seen, fighting two world wars in
the 20th century, and finally coming to terms with a new status in a fastchanging global economy. The History of Britain and Ireland combines a
spread-by-spread narrative of events with a wealth of supporting features
on the decisive turning points in the long and fascinating story of the
British Isles, and on the outstanding individuals-from Geoffrey Chaucer
and Queen Elizabeth I to Charles Darwin and Winston Churchill-who
helped shape that story.
Cabinets and the Bomb - Peter Hennessy 2007-11
"Cabinets and the Bomb publishes declassified Cabinet and Cabinet
Committee papers that reveal the private debates between prime
ministers, senior ministers, civil servants, scientists and intelligence
analysts as they made decisions about Britain's nuclear weapons"--Back
cover.
Britain B.C. - Francis Pryor 2003
Based on new archaeological finds, this book introduces a novel
rethinking of the whole of British history before the coming of the
Romans. So many extraordinary archaeological discoveries (many of
them involving the author) have been made since the early 1970s that
our whole understanding of British prehistory needs to be updated. So
far only the specialists have twigged on to these developments; now,
Francis Pryor broadcasts them to a much wider, general audience. Aided
by aerial photography, coastal erosion (which has helped expose such
coastal sites as Seahenge) and new planning legislation which requires
developers to excavate the land they build on, archaeologists have
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unearthed a far more sophisticated life among the Ancient Britons than
has been previously supposed. Far from being the woaded barbarians of
Roman propaganda, we Brits had our own religion, laws, crafts, arts,
trade, farms, priesthood and royalty. And the Scots, English and Welsh
were fundamentally one and the same people.
Never Again - Peter Hennessy 2006-10-05
The first volume of Hennessy's postwar history of Britain concerns an
age dominated by the shadow of war. With the beginnings of the Cold
War, the foundations of the new Europe and the granting of
independence of former colonies, Britain was forced to negotiate a new
place in the world. It was also a time of rationing and of rebuilding,
marked by the founding of the NHS and the welfare state. This
comprehensive history embraces both high politics and everyday
experience. It recreates the mood of the time and tells us where people
lived, how they worked and what they wore.
The Splendid and the Vile - Erik Larson 2022-02-15
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The author of The Devil in the
White City and Dead Wake delivers an intimate chronicle of Winston
Churchill and London during the Blitz—an inspiring portrait of courage
and leadership in a time of unprecedented crisis “One of [Erik Larson’s]
best books yet . . . perfectly timed for the moment.”—Time • “A bravura
performance by one of America’s greatest storytellers.”—NPR NAMED
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book
Review • Time • Vogue • NPR • The Washington Post • Chicago Tribune
• The Globe & Mail • Fortune • Bloomberg • New York Post • The New
York Public Library • Kirkus Reviews • LibraryReads • PopMatters On
Winston Churchill’s first day as prime minister, Adolf Hitler invaded
Holland and Belgium. Poland and Czechoslovakia had already fallen, and
the Dunkirk evacuation was just two weeks away. For the next twelve
months, Hitler would wage a relentless bombing campaign, killing
45,000 Britons. It was up to Churchill to hold his country together and
persuade President Franklin Roosevelt that Britain was a worthy
ally—and willing to fight to the end. In The Splendid and the Vile, Erik
Larson shows, in cinematic detail, how Churchill taught the British
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people “the art of being fearless.” It is a story of political brinkmanship,
but it’s also an intimate domestic drama, set against the backdrop of
Churchill’s prime-ministerial country home, Chequers; his wartime
retreat, Ditchley, where he and his entourage go when the moon is
brightest and the bombing threat is highest; and of course 10 Downing
Street in London. Drawing on diaries, original archival documents, and
once-secret intelligence reports—some released only recently—Larson
provides a new lens on London’s darkest year through the day-to-day
experience of Churchill and his family: his wife, Clementine; their
youngest daughter, Mary, who chafes against her parents’ wartime
protectiveness; their son, Randolph, and his beautiful, unhappy wife,
Pamela; Pamela’s illicit lover, a dashing American emissary; and the
advisers in Churchill’s “Secret Circle,” to whom he turns in the hardest
moments. The Splendid and the Vile takes readers out of today’s political
dysfunction and back to a time of true leadership, when, in the face of
unrelenting horror, Churchill’s eloquence, courage, and perseverance
bound a country, and a family, together.
The Churchill Complex - Ian Buruma 2020-09-01
“Stimulating and highly readable. . . . The Churchill Complex is a rich
and rewarding book.” —Wall Street Journal From one of its keenest
observers, a brilliant, witty journey through the "Special Relationship"
between Britain and America that has done so much to shape the world,
from World War II to Brexit. It is impossible to understand the last
seventy-five years of American history, through to Trump and Brexit,
without understanding the Anglo-American relationship, particularly the
bonds between presidents and prime ministers. FDR of course had
Winston Churchill; JFK had Harold Macmillan, his consigliere during the
Cuban Missile Crisis. Ronald Reagan found his ideological soul mate in
Margaret Thatcher; and George W. Bush found his fellow believer, in
religion and in war, in Tony Blair. Today, the bond between Donald
Trump and Boris Johnson illuminates the populist uprisings in both
countries, as well as a new kind of Special Relationship that goes against
everything it once stood for. Remembering the past, even its most
glorious moments, can be as misleading as forgetting it. Over and over,
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in the name of freedom and democracy, British and especially American
leaders have evoked Winston Churchill as a model for brave leadership
(and Nevillle Chamberlain to represent craven weakness). As Ian Buruma
shows, in his dazzling, short tour de force of storytelling and analysis, the
myths of World War II too often resulted in bad policies and foolish wars.
But The Churchill Complex is much more than a reflection on the weight
of Churchill's legacy and its misuses. At its heart are shrewd and
absorbing character studies of the president-prime minster dyads, which
in Ian Buruma's gifted hands serve as a master class in politics,
diplomacy, and the personal quirks of our leaders. It has never been a
relationship of equals: from Churchill's desperate cajoling and conniving
to keep FDR on his side in World War II, British prime ministers have put
much more stock in the relationship than their US counterparts. After
the loss of its once-great empire, Britain clung to the world's greatest
superpower as a path to continued relevance and leverage. As Buruma
shows, this was almost always fool's gold, and now, the alliance has
floundered on the rocks of isolationism. The Churchill Complex may not
have a happy ending, but as with Ian Buruma's other works, piercing
lucidity is its own lasting comfort.
A Duty of Care - Peter Hennessy 2022-03-03
One of our most celebrated historians shows how we can use the lessons
of the past to build a new post-covid society in Britain The 'duty of care'
which the state owes to its citizens is a phrase much used, but what has
it actually meant in Britain historically? And what should it mean in the
future, once the immediate Covid crisis has passed? In A Duty of Care,
Peter Hennessy divides post-war British history into BC (before covid)
and AC (after covid). He looks back to Sir William Beveridge's classic
identification of the 'five giants' against which society had to battle want, disease, ignorance, squalor and idleness - and laid the foundations
for the modern welfare state in his wartime report. He examines the
steady assault on the giants by successive post-war governments and
asks what the comparable giants are now. He lays out the 'road to 2045'
with 'a new Beveridge' to build a consensus for post-covid Britain with
the ambition and on the scale that was achieved by the first.
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Having it So Good - Peter Hennessy 2007-05-03
Having It So Good evokes Britain emerging from the shadow of war and
the privations of austerity and rationing into growing affluence. Peter
Hennessy takes his readers into the front-rooms where the Coronation
was watched on television, to the classrooms and now coffee bars of
1950s Britain � and also into the secret Cabinet rooms in which
decisions about the British nuclear bomb were taken and plans made for
the catastrophe of nuclear war. He brings to life the ageing Churchill, in
his last faltering spell as Prime Minister, the highly-strung Anthony Eden
taking his country to war in the teeth of American opposition and world
opinion, and the rise of �Supermac� Harold Macmillan, gliding over
problems with his Edwardian insouciance. Above all, Having It So Good
captures the smell and the flavour of an extraordinary decade in which
affluence and anxiety combined to produce their own winds of change.
A World to Build - David Kynaston 2008
Presents a pictures of post-war Britain through the eyes of those who
lived there - Judy Haines, a Chingford housewife, struggling daily with
food rationing; Henry St John, a self-serving civil servant in Bristol; and,
the young Glenda Jackson, taking her 11-plus.
Seasons in the Sun - Dominic Sandbrook 2013
The late 1970s were Britain's years of strife and the good life. They saw
inflation, riots, the peak of trade union power - and also the birth of
home computers, the rise of the ready meal and the triumph of a
Grantham grocer's daughter who would change everything. Dominic
Sandbrook re-creates this extraordinary period in all its chaos and
contradiction, revealing it as a turning point in our recent history, where,
in everything from families and schools to punk and Doctor Who, the
future of the nation was being decided. 'A brilliant historian.' A. N.
Wilson, Spectator 'Magnificent . . . If you lived through the late Seventies
- or, for that matter, even if you didn't - don't miss this book.' Mail on
Sunday 'Entertaining, engaging, masterful, a joy . . . as a storyteller,
Sandbrook is superb.' Sunday Telegraph 'Sandbrook has rummaged deep
into the cultural life of the era to remind us how rich it was, from Bowie
to Dennis Potter, Martin Amis to William Golding.' The Times 'While
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Sandbrook punctures some of our favourite myths . . . what makes this
book such a pleasure is the sheer, unashamed nostalgia it evokes.' Daily
Telegraph 'Compulsively readable . . . Sandbrook is right to argue that
the 1970s was the moment when our century arrived.' Guardian
Having it So Good - Peter Hennessy 2007-05-03
Having It So Good evokes Britain emerging from the shadow of war and
the privations of austerity and rationing into growing affluence. Peter
Hennessy takes his readers into the front-rooms where the Coronation
was watched on television, to the classrooms and now coffee bars of
1950s Britain – and also into the secret Cabinet rooms in which decisions
about the British nuclear bomb were taken and plans made for the
catastrophe of nuclear war. He brings to life the ageing Churchill, in his
last faltering spell as Prime Minister, the highly-strung Anthony Eden
taking his country to war in the teeth of American opposition and world
opinion, and the rise of ‘Supermac’ Harold Macmillan, gliding over
problems with his Edwardian insouciance. Above all, Having It So Good
captures the smell and the flavour of an extraordinary decade in which
affluence and anxiety combined to produce their own winds of change.
Who Dares Wins - Dominic Sandbrook 2019-10-03
SELECTED AS A BOOK OF THE YEAR 2019 BY THE TIMES, DAILY
TELEGRAPH, LONDON EVENING STANDARD, DAILY MAIL AND BBC
HISTORY MAGAZINE 'Magisterial ... If anyone wants to know what has
been happening to Britain since the 1950s, it is difficult to imagine a
more informative, or better-humoured guide ... a Thucydidean coolness,
balance and wisdom that is superb.' - AN Wilson, The Times 'Who Dares
Wins captures the period with clairvoyant vividness. Compulsively
readable, the book will be indispensable to anyone who wants to
understand these pivotal years.' - John Gray, New Statesman
'Immaculately well-researched, breathtakingly broad and beautifully
written ... Sandbrook leaves the reader impatient for the next volume.' Simon Heffer, Daily Telegraph The acclaimed historian of modern
Britain, Dominic Sandbrook, tells the story of the early 1980s: the most
dramatic, colourful and controversial years in our recent history.
Margaret Thatcher had come to power in 1979 with a daring plan to
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reverse Britain's decline into shabbiness and chaos. But as factories
closed their doors, dole queues lengthened and the inner cities exploded
in flames, would her radical medicine rescue the Sick Man of Europe - or
kill it off? Vivid, surprising and gloriously entertaining, Dominic
Sandbrook's new book recreates the decisive turning point in Britain's
recent story. For some people this was an age of unparalleled
opportunity, the heyday of computers and credit cards, snooker, Sloane
Rangers and Spandau Ballet. Yet for others it was an era of shocking
bitterness, as industries collapsed, working-class communities buckled
and the Labour Party tore itself apart. And when Argentine forces seized
the Falkland Islands, it seemed the final humiliation for a wounded,
unhappy country, its fortunes now standing on a knife-edge. Here are the
early 1980s in all their gaudy glory. This is the story of Tony Benn, Ian
Botham and Princess Diana; Joy Division, Chariots of Fire, the Austin
Metro and Juliet Bravo; wine bars, Cruise missiles, the ZX Spectrum and
the battle for the Falklands. And towering above them all, the most
divisive Prime Minister of modern times - the Iron Lady.
How Britain Really Works - Stig Abell 2018-05-03
'Absorbing . . . an intelligent and clear-eyed account of much that goes
on in our country' Sunday Times Getting to grips with Great Britain is
harder than ever. We are a nation that chose Brexit, rejects immigration
but is dependent on it, is getting older but less healthy, is more
demanding of public services but less willing to pay for them, is tired of
intervention abroad but wants to remain a global authority. We have an
over-stretched, free health service (an idea from the 1940s that may not
survive the 2020s), overcrowded prisons, a military without an evident
purpose, an education system the envy of none of the Western world.
How did we get here and where are we going? How Britain Really Works
is a guide to Britain and its institutions (the economy, the military,
schools, hospitals, the media, and more), which explains just how we got
to wherever it is we are. It will not tell you what opinions to have, but
will give you the information to help you reach your own. By the end, you
will know how Britain works - or doesn't. 'Stig Abell is an urbane, and
often jaunty guide to modern Britain, in the mould of Bill Bryson' Irish
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White Heat - Dominic Sandbrook 2015-02-05
Harold Wilson's famous reference to 'white heat' captured the optimistic
spirit of a society in the midst of breathtaking change. From the gaudy
pleasures of Swinging London to the tragic bloodshed in Northern
Ireland, from the intrigues of Westminster to the drama of the World
Cup, British life seemed to have taken on a dramatic new momentum.
The memories, images and colourful personalities of those heady times
still resonate today: mop-tops and mini-skirts, strikes and
demonstrations, Carnaby Street and Kings Road, Harold Wilson and
Edward Heath, Mary Quant and Jean Shrimpton, Enoch Powell and Mary
Whitehouse, Marianne Faithfull and Mick Jagger. In this wonderfully rich
and readable historical narrative, Dominic Sandbrook looks behind the
myths of the Swinging Sixties to unearth the contradictions of a society
caught between optimism and decline.
Winds of Change - Peter Hennessy 2019-05-02
Following Never Again and Having It So Good, the third part of Peter
Hennessy's celebrated Post-War Trilogy 'By far the best study of early
Sixties Britain ... so much fun, yet still shrewd and important' The Times,
Books of the Year Harold Macmillan famously said in 1960 that the wind
of change was blowing over Africa and the remaining British Empire. But
it was blowing over Britain too - its society; its relationship with Europe;
its nuclear and defence policy. And where it was not blowing hard
enough - the United Kingdom's economy - great efforts were made to
sweep away the cobwebs of old industrial practices and poor labour
relations. Life was lived in the knowledge that it could end in a single
afternoon of thermonuclear exchange if the uneasy, armed peace of the
Cold War tipped into a Third World War. In Winds of Change we see
Macmillan gradually working out his 'grand design' - how to be part of
both a tight transatlantic alliance and Europe, dealing with his fellow
geostrategists Kennedy and de Gaulle. The centre of the book is 1963 the year of the Profumo Crisis, the Great Train Robbery, the satire boom,
de Gaulle's veto of Britain's first application to join the EEC, the fall of
Macmillan and the unexpected succession to the premiership of Alec
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Douglas-Home. Then, in 1964, the battle of what Hennessy calls the
tweedy aristocrat and the tweedy meritocrat - Harold Wilson, who would
end 13 years of Conservative rule and usher in a new era. As in his
acclaimed histories of British life in the two previous decades, Never
Again and Having it so Good, Peter Hennessy explains the political,
economic, cultural and social aspects of a nation with inimitable wit and
empathy. No historian knows the by-ways as well the highways of the
archives so well, and no one conveys the flavour of the period so
engagingly. The early sixties live again in these pages.
Never Again - Peter Hennessy 2006-10-05
The first volume of Hennessy's postwar history of Britain concerns an
age dominated by the shadow of war. With the beginnings of the Cold
War, the foundations of the new Europe and the granting of
independence of former colonies, Britain was forced to negotiate a new
place in the world. It was also a time of rationing and of rebuilding,
marked by the founding of the NHS and the welfare state. This
comprehensive history embraces both high politics and everyday
experience. It recreates the mood of the time and tells us where people
lived, how they worked and what they wore.
An Affluent Society? - Lawrence Black 2017-07-28
During an election speech in 1957 the Prime Minister, Harold Macmillan,
famously remarked that 'most of our people have never had it so good'.
Although taken out of context, this phrase soon came to epitomize the
sense of increased affluence and social progress that was prevalent in
Britain during the 1950s and 1960s. Yet, despite the recognition that
Britain had moved away from an era of rationing and scarcity, to a new
age of choice and plenty, there was simultaneously a parallel feeling that
the nation was in decline and being economically outstripped by its
international competitors. Whilst the study of Britain's postwar history is
a well-trodden path, and the paradox of absolute growth versus relative
decline much debated, it is here approached in a fresh and rewarding
way. Rather than highlighting economic and industrial 'decline', this
volume emphasizes the tremendous impact of rising affluence and
consumerism on British society. It explores various expressions of
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affluence: new consumer goods; shifting social and cultural values;
changes in popular expectations of policy; shifting popular political
behaviour; changing attitudes of politicians towards the electorate; and
the representation of affluence in popular culture and advertising. By
focusing on the widespread cultural consequences of increasing levels of
consumerism, emphasizing growth over decline and recognizing the
rising standards of living enjoyed by most Britons, a new and intriguing
window is opened on the complexities of this 'golden age'. Contrasting
growing consumer expectations and demands against the anxieties of
politicians and economists, this book offers all students of the period a
new perspective from which to view post-imperial Britain and to question
many conventional historical assumptions.
What We Have Lost - James Hamilton-Paterson 2019-04-04
James Hamilton-Paterson turns his literary and analytical skills to the
wider picture of Britain's lost industrial and technological civilisation.
English Society in the 18th Century - Roy Porter 1990-09-04
This text offers a picture of eighteenth-century England. It ranges from
princes to paupers, and from the metropolis to smallest hamlet. It offers
vivid images of the thought, politics, work and recreation of Englishmen
at his time.
The Abolition of Britain - Peter Hitchens 2016-05-17
Hitchens identifies everything that he feels has gone wrong with Britain
since the Second World War and makes the case for the 'many millions
who feel that they have become foreigners in their own land and wish
with each succeeding day that they could turn the clock back'. Writing
with brilliance and flair, Hitchens targets the pernicious effects of TV
culture, the corruption and decay of English language, the loss of
deference and the syrupy confessional mood brought on by the death of
Princess Diana. 'This is a cri de coeur from an honest, intelligent and
patriotic Englishman desperately worried about the corruption of this
country and the likely effects of its lurch into the clutches of a European.'
The Spectator
Brexit - Harold D. Clarke 2017-04-20
In June 2016, the United Kingdom shocked the world by voting to leave
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the European Union. As this book reveals, the historic vote for Brexit
marked the culmination of trends in domestic politics and in the UK's
relationship with the EU that have been building over many years.
Drawing on a wealth of survey evidence collected over more than ten
years, this book explains why most people decided to ignore much of the
national and international community and vote for Brexit. Drawing on
past research on voting in major referendums in Europe and elsewhere,
a team of leading academic experts analyse changes in the UK's party
system that were catalysts for the referendum vote, including the rise of
the UK Independence Party (UKIP), the dynamics of public opinion
during an unforgettable and divisive referendum campaign, the factors
that influenced how people voted and the likely economic and political
impact of this historic decision.
Never Had It So Good - Dominic Sandbrook 2015-02-05
In 1956 the Suez Crisis finally shattered the old myths of the British
Empire and paved the way for the tumultuous changes of the decades to
come. In NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD, Dominic Sandbrook takes a fresh
look at the dramatic story of affluence and decline between 1956 and
1963. Arguing that historians have until now been besotted by the
supposed cultural revolution of the Sixties, Sandbrook re-examines the
myths of this controversial period and paints a more complicated picture
of a society caught between conservatism and change. He explores the
growth of a modern consumer society, the impact of immigration, the
invention of modern pop music and the British retreat from empire. He
tells the story of the colourful characters of the period, like Harold
Macmillan, Kingsley Amis and Paul McCartney, and brings to life the
experience of the first post-imperial generation, from the Notting Hill
riots to the first Beatles hits, from the Profumo scandal to the cult of
James Bond. In this strikingly impressive debut, he combines academic
verve and insight with colourful, dramatic writing to produce a classic,
ground-breaking work that will change forever how we think about the
Sixties.
Old World, New World - Kathleen Burk 2009
Offers a history into the turbulent relationship between Great Britain and
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the United States that ranges from the establishment of the first English
colony in the New World to the present day.
Austerity Britain, 1945-1951 - David Kynaston 2010-12-01
As much as any country, England bore the brunt of Germany's
aggression in World War II, and was ravaged in many ways at the war's
end. Celebrated historian David Kynaston has written an utterly original,
and compellingly readable, account of the following six years, during
which the country rebuilt itself. Kynaston's great genius is to chronicle
the country's experience from bottom to top: coursing through through
the book, therefore, is an astonishing variety of ordinary, contemporary
voices, eloquently and passionately evincing the country's remarkable
spirit. Judy Haines, a Chingford housewife, gamely endures the
tribulations of rationing; Mary King, a retired schoolteacher in
Birmingham, observes how well-fed the Queen looks during a royal visit;
Henry St. John, a persnickety civil servant in Bristol, is oblivious to
anyone's troubles but his own. Together they present a portrait of an
indomitable people and Kynaston skillfully links their stories to bigger
events thought the country. Their stories also jostle alongside those of
more well-known figures like celebrated journalist-to-be John Arlott
(making his first radio broadcast), Glenda Jackson, and Doris Lessing,
newly arrived from Africa and struck by the leveling poverty of post-war
Britain. Kynaston deftly weaves into his story a sophisticated narrative of
how the 1945 Labour government shaped the political, economic, and
social landscape for the next three decades.
Never Again - Peter Hennessy 1992
This is the first volume of a history of Britain from 1945 to the turn of the
20th and 21st centuries. This book covers the years from 1945 to 1951 an age dominated by the shadow of war - and creates a complete picture
of life in Britain, embracing both high politics and everyday experience.
The Story of Britain - Roy Strong 2018-06-14
THE CLASSIC HISTORY OF BRITAIN, FULLY UPDATED Roy Strong has
written an exemplary introduction to the history of Britain, as first
designated by the Romans. It is a brilliant and balanced account of
successive ages bound together by a compelling narrative which answers

10/11

Downloaded from redjacketclothing.com on by guest

the questions: 'Where do we come from?' and 'Where are we going?'
Beginning with the earliest recorded Celtic times, and ending with the
present day of Brexit Britain, it is a remarkable achievement. With his
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passion, enthusiasm and wide-ranging knowledge, he is the ideal
narrator. His book should be read by anyone, anywhere, who cares about
Britain's national past, national identity and national prospects.
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