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When Man Listens - Cecil Rose 2008-06-02
Includes How to listen to God / by John E. Batterson (pages 63-72) and The seven-day mental diet / by
Emmet Fox (pages 73-91).
Alcoholics Anonymous - Charles Bufe 1997-12-01
This well researched, painstakingly documented book provides detailed information on the right-wing
evangelical organization (Oxford Group Movement) that gave birth to AA; the relation of AA and its
program to the Oxford Group Movement; AA's similarities to and differences from religious cults; AA's
remarkable ineffectiveness; and the alternatives to AA. The greatly expanded second edition includes a new
chapter on AA's relationship to the treatment industry, and AA's remarkable influence in the media.
The Good Book and The Big Book - Dick B 2011-08-05
The Good Book and the Big Book: A.A.'s Roots in the Bible is the most popular of Dick B.'s 42 titles. It
traces the precise A.A. Big Book and 12 Step language that came from the Bible. Christians and AAs alike
acclaim this title's thorough review of early A.A. sources showing the Bible's role in A.A.'s recovery ideas.
This book demonstrates how God helps alcoholics recover if they want His help.
Cactus Land - Robert Bonomo 2009-07-21
Cactus Land is a vision of our near future, in a world filled with strife and rumors of war, and how people
decipher what is real from what is imagined.
Step 11 AA - Mel B. 2010-10-08
Doing things our way got us into trouble. Now it is time to develop a relationship with our Higher Power in
order to carry out God's will for us. This pamphlet explains the many benefits to us.
Carl Jung and Alcoholics Anonymous - Ian McCabe 2015
The author visited the archives of the headquarters of A.A. in New York, and discovered new
communications between Carl Jung and Bill Wilson. For the first time this correspondence shows Jung's
respect for A.A. and in turn, its influence on him. In particular, this research shows how Bill Wilson was
encouraged by Jung's writings to promote the spiritual aspect of recovery as opposed to the conventional
medical model which has failed so abysmally. The book overturns the long-held belief that Jung distrusted
groups. Indeed, influenced by A.A.'s success, Jung gave "complete and detailed instructions" on how the
A.A. group format could be developed further and used by "general neurotics". Wilson was an advocate of
treating some alcoholics with LSD in order to deflate the ego and induce a spiritual experience. The author
explains how alcoholism can be diagnosed and understood by professionals and the lay person; by
examining the detailed case histories of Jung, the author gives graphic examples of its psychological and
behavioural manifestations.
Twelve Steps to Spiritual Freedom - Joanna Thyer 2014-02-01
The twelve step addiction recovery process often comes in many variations and interpretations; while each
variation may focus on different aspects of recovery, they all stem from the groundbreaking work of Bill W.
and Dr. Bob Smith, the founders of the organization known as Alcoholics Anonymous. Twelve Steps to
Spiritual Freedom: Understanding the Christian Roots of Twelve Step Programs aligns this 20th century
construct with its roots in centuries old practices. This sensible approach brings together the deep spiritual
tradition of Christianity to complement and support the hands-on, daily work of twelve-step programs.
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Interspersed with personal experiences, Understanding the Christian Roots of Twelve Step Programs
identifies and contextualizes the natural connections between Christian mysticism and the wisdom of
twelve step programs and makes this information usable for readers. With her intelligent and pragmatic
approach, author Joanna Thyer speaks to those who struggle within twelve step programs and to the
counselors, therapists, social workers, and family and friends who support their recovery efforts. Knowing
the origins can make the journey through addiction recovery grounded, personal, and rooted in faith.
The War Of The Gods In Addiction - David Schoen 2020-12-08
Using Jungian psychology, this book demonstrates why the 12 steps of AA work.
Drop the Rock - Bill P. 2009-06-03
A practical guide to letting go of the character defects that get in the way of true and joyful recovery.
Resentment. Fear. Self-Pity. Intolerance. Anger. As Bill P. explains, these are the "rocks" that can sink
recovery- or at the least, block further progress. Based on the principles behind Steps Six and Seven, Drop
the Rock combines personal stories, practical advice, and powerful insights to help readers move forward in
recovery. The second edition features additional stories and a reference section.
Out of the Woods - Diane Cameron 2014-01-20
Real solutions to the unexpected threats that endanger long-term recovery written for a woman's unique
experience.
Letters of C. G. Jung - C.G Jung 2015-06-05
In May 1956, in his eighty-second year, Jung first discussed with Gerhard Adler the question of the
publication of his letters. Over many years, Jung had often used the medium of letters to communicate his
ideas to others and to clarify the interpretation of his work, quite apart from answering people who
approached him with genuine problems of their own and simply corresponding with friends and colleagues.
Many of his letters thus contain new creative ideas and provide a running commentary on his work. From
some 1,600 letters written by Jung between the years 1906-1961, the editors have selected over 1,000.
Volume 2 contains 460 letters written between 1951 and 1961, during the last years of Jung's life, when he
was in contact with many people whose names are familiar to the English reader. These include Mircea
Eliade, R.F.C. Hull, Ernest Jones, Herbert Read, J.B. Rhine, Upton Sinclair and Fr. Victor White. Volume 2
also contains an addenda with sixteen letters from the period 1915-1946 and a subject index to both
volumes. The annotation throughout is detailed and authoritative.
The Essence of Twelve Step Recovery - Damian McElrath 2013-11-05
The Essence of Twelve Step Recovery: Take It to Heart, was written in gratitude to the Jellinek patients at
Hazelden, whose lives, struggles and pain are witness to what spirituality is all about. Dedicated to Sandy
McElrath, Damian's wife of 26 years, the book defines spirituality and the essence of Twelve Step living-and the essence of Hazelden.McElrath begins his Hazelden-published book with a quote from the Big Book:
"The spiritual life is not a theory. We have to live it." (Alcoholics Anonymous, page 83). He goes on to
eloquently provide his view of spiritual fitness. "The person seeking recovery must reconnect with his true
self, with others, and with his Higher Power--the God of his understanding," he writes.He addresses "the
spiritual protocols of recovery" in separate self-contained chapters: (1) The Community, (2) The Spirituality
of Addiction, (3) The Twelve Steps--Relational Spirituality, (4) Benchmarks for Spiritual Growth, and (5) The
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Cultivation of the Interior Life.Gail Gleason Milgram, EdD, director of the Center for Alcohol Studies at
Rutgers University, endorses the book: "Damian is a born teacher. He presents complicated and difficult
content in a clear and concise fashion. He helps the reader understand that 'the heart of what makes us
human/spiritual beings is our search for integrity, purpose and meaning.' This book is a gift to all who are
in search of the meaning of life."Says Craig Nakken, author of The Addictive Personality: "Damian has
written a simple but profound guide for addicts that goes to the very heart of what is needed for recovery.
The book has purpose and meaning beyond its pages. It's a must read for those looking to embrace or
deepen their recovery. Follow the spiritual protocol!"
Alcoholics Anonymous Comes of Age, - 2010
Carl Jung and Alcoholics Anonymous - Ian McCabe 2018-03-29
The author visited the archives of the headquarters of A.A. in New York, and discovered new
communications between Carl Jung and Bill Wilson. For the first time this correspondence shows Jung's
respect for A.A. and in turn, its influence on him. In particular, this research shows how Bill Wilson was
encouraged by Jung's writings to promote the spiritual aspect of recovery as opposed to the conventional
medical model which has failed so abysmally. The book overturns the long-held belief that Jung distrusted
groups. Indeed, influenced by A.A.'s success, Jung gave "complete and detailed instructions" on how the
A.A. group format could be developed further and used by "general neurotics".Wilson was an advocate of
treating some alcoholics with LSD in order to deflate the ego and induce a spiritual experience. The author
explains how alcoholism can be diagnosed and understood by professionals and the lay person; by
examining the detailed case histories of Jung, the author gives graphic examples of its psychological and
behavioural manifestations.
Core Creativity - Ronald Alexander 2022-06-21
Ronald Alexander draws on his decades of experience working with highly creative artists who tap into
their deepest “core” creativity. He shows how anyone can achieve breakthroughs by implementing
practices used by highly creative people.
Emotional Sobriety - A.A. Grapevine Inc 2006
US of AA - Joe Miller 2019-04-02
In US of AA, Miller shares the never-before-told story of how in the aftermath of prohibition America's top
scientists helped launch a movement that would give rise to a multi-million-dollar treatment industry and a
new government agency devoted to alcoholism that has made available millions of dollars for research.
Despite the fact that this research showed that alcoholism is a complex disease requiring an array of
treatment strategies, among which Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) is one of the least effective, money
continued to flow to treatment facilities using approaches similar to AA. Five years in the making, his
brilliant, in-depth investigative reporting into the history, politics and science of alcoholism will show how
AA became our nation's de facto treatment policy, even as evidence for more effective remedies
accumulated. US of AA is a character-driven, beautifully written exposé, full of secrecy, irony, liquor
industry money, the shrillest of scare tactics and, at its center, a grand deception. In the tradition of Crazy
by Pete Earley, and David Goldhill's Catastrophic Care, US of AA shines a much-needed spotlight on the
addiction treatment industry. It will forever change the way we think about the entire enterprise.
AA's Godparents - Igor I. Sikorsky 1990
Describes the contributions of a famous psychiatrist, a theologian, and a writer to the success of AA
Ebby - Mel B. 2013-11-05
This is both a fascinating history of the formative years of Alcoholics Anonymous, as well as the bitter-sweet
tale of the troubled man Bill W. always referred to as "my sponsor." In 1934, Ebby Thatcher called an old
drinking buddy to tell him about the happiness he was finding in sobriety. His friend's name was Bill
Wilson, and this book is the story of their life-long friendship. It is both a fascinating history of the
formative years of Alcoholics Anonymous, as well as the bitter-sweet tale of the troubled man Bill W. always
referred to as "my sponsor.""Deeply informative and moving, a valuable contribution to the history of A.A. A
'must' reading for anyone interested in one of the more fascinating chapters in A.A.'s history."--Nell Wing,
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Retired A.A. Archivist and Bill Wilson's Secretary
Twelve Wisdom Steps - Andrea Travers 2011-11
The Collected Ernie Kurtz - Ernest Kurtz 2008
Ernest Kurtz has been the outstanding thinker of the A.A. tradition's second generation, the one who played
a constant leadership role in pushing the movement towards the highest professional standards of history
writing and supplied some of its most influential interpretive concepts. His ideas are vitally important for
anyone who wishes to understand A.A. history during the period following Bill Wilson's death in 1971. As a
Ph.D. student at Harvard University in the 1970's, he was the first researcher to be granted full access to
the archives of Alcoholics Anonymous. The book that resulted, Not-God: A History of Alcoholics Anonymous
(1979), is still the classic work on early A.A. history. His book on the spiritual life-Ernest Kurtz and
Katherine Ketcham, The Spirituality of Imperfection: Modern Wisdom from Classic Stories (1992)-is equally
well known, and has also been an enduring best seller through the years since it appeared. His work on
Shame & Guilt (orig. pub. 1981, rev. ed. 2007) has given a whole new depth to the discussion of those two
vital recovery issues. This present book, containing twelve key articles written by Kurtz between 1982 and
1996, gives us a fourth volume from his hand, displaying the impressive range and breadth of his thought
on alcoholism, addiction, and spirituality. "Here under one cover is Kurtz at his best: historian, gadfly,
teacher, interpreter, and master storyteller . This is must reading for any student of Alcoholics Anonymous
and the evolution of spirituality in America." -William L. White, author of Slaying the Dragon: The History of
Addiction Treatment and Recovery in America
Back to Basics - Wally P. 1998-01-01
The Language of the Heart - Bill W. 1944
Christianity and Psychiatry - John R. Peteet 2021-09-02
This book aims to help readers appreciate the many-faceted relationship between Christianity, one of the
world’s major faith traditions, and the practice of psychiatry. Chapter authors in this book first consider
challenges posed by historical antagonisms, church-based mental health stigma, and controversy over
phenomena such as hearing voices. Next, others explore both how Christians often experience conditions
such as mood and psychotic disorders, disorders in children and adolescents, moral injury and PTSD, and
ways that their faith can serve as a resource in their healing. Twelve Step spirituality, originally informed
by Christianity, is the subject of a chapter, as are issues raised for Christians by disability, death and dying.
A set of chapters then focuses on the state of integration of Christian beliefs and practices into
psychotherapy, treatment delivery, educational programming, clergy/clinician collaboration, and treatment
by a non-Christian psychiatrist. Finally, there are chapters by a mental health professional who has been a
patient, a Jewish psychiatrist, a Muslim psychiatrist knowledgeable about Christianity and psychiatry in the
Muslim majority world, and a Christian psychiatrist. These chapters provide context, diversity and personal
perspectives. Christianity and Psychiatry is a valuable resource for mental health professionals seeking to
understand and address the particular challenges that arise when caring for Christian patients.
The Language of the Heart - A A Grapevine, Incorporated 2002-02
Language of the Heart contains all of AA cofounder Bill W.'s Grapevine, including a vivid description of how
he came to organize the Steps.
Not God - Ernest Kurtz 2010-03-26
A fascinating, account of the discovery and program of Alcoholics Anonymous, Not God contains anecdotes
and excerpts from the diaries, correspondence, and occasional memoirs of AA's early figures. The most
complete history of A.A. ever written. Not God contains anecdotes and excerpts from the diaries,
correspondence, and occasional memoirs of A.A.'s early figures. A fascinating, fast-moving, and
authoritative account of the discovery and development of the program and fellowship that we know today
as Alcoholics Anonymous.
The Black Books (Slipcased Edition) (Vol. Seven-Volume Set) - C. G. Jung 2020-10-13
Until now, the single most important unpublished work by C.G. Jung—The Black Books. In 1913, C.G. Jung
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started a unique self- experiment that he called his “confrontation with the unconscious”: an engagement
with his fantasies in a waking state, which he charted in a series of notebooks referred to as The Black
Books. These intimate writings shed light on the further elaboration of Jung’s personal cosmology and his
attempts to embody insights from his self- investigation into his life and personal relationships. The Red
Book drew on material recorded from 1913 to 1916, but Jung actively kept the notebooks for many more
decades. Presented in a magnificent, seven-volume boxed collection featuring a revelatory essay by noted
Jung scholar Sonu Shamdasani—illuminated by a selection of Jung’s vibrant visual works—and both
translated and facsimile versions of each notebook, The Black Books offer a unique portal into Jung’s mind
and the origins of analytical psychology.
The Freud-Jung Letters - Sigmund Freud 1994-07-31
This abridged edition makes the Freud/Jung correspondence accessible to a general readership at a time of
renewed critical and historical reevaluation of the documentary roots of modern psychoanalysis. This
edition reproduces William McGuire's definitive introduction, but does not contain the critical apparatus of
the original edition.
Becoming a New Person - Philip St. Romain 2010-10-02
This was the first book [1984] on the Twelve Steps of recovery groups published so that anyone in the
Christian tradition (even those not in recovery) could benefit from the wisdom of the Steps. It integrates
traditional teachings on Christian spirituality with the Twelve Step approach in such manner that any
Christian working the Steps can benefit from its basic transformative emphases.
The Soul of Sponsorship - Robert Fitzgerald 2011-03-04
The Soul of Sponsorship explores the relationship of Bill Wilson, cofounder of Alcoholics Anonymous, and
his spiritual adviser and friend, Father Ed Dowling. The Soul of Sponsorship explores the relationship of Bill
Wilson, cofounder of Alcoholics Anonymous, and his spiritual adviser and friend, Father Ed Dowling. Many
might consider that such a remarkable individual as Bill Wilson, who was the primary author of AA
literature, would be able to deal with many of life's problems on his own. Reading The Soul of Sponsorship
will illuminate and answer the question of how Father Ed, an Irish Catholic Jesuit priest who was not an
alcoholic, was able to be of such great help to Bill Wilson. Part of AA's Twelfth Step reminds us "to carry
this message to alcoholics," and The Soul of Sponsorship illustrates how sober alcoholics still need the
principles of the Twelve Steps brought to them by friends, sponsors, and spiritual advisers. Some of the
problems faced by Bill Wilson were:depression in recoverydependency issueswhether or not to experiment
with LSDthe place of money and power in AAknowing God's plan and willlearning from mistakesFather Ed
taught Bill the importance of "discernment." In Father Ed's Jesuit tradition, discernment was a gift, passed
down to him from St. Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits, who described his own struggle with discernment
in Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. The Twelve Steps of AA and the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius
presuppose that there is a caring God whose will can be known. The act of tuning in to God's action at one's
center is discernment. The big question is, how do you know your Higher Power is speaking and revealing
Himself through your feelings and desires?What Bill learned from Father Ed can be found in books and
articles he wrote for AA. For the good of AA and himself, Bill learned to listen to his desires, be aware of his
inner dynamics, and tune into the action of God within. Doing this meant learning to recognize and identify
his personal movements -- those inner promptings and attractions often called emotions or affections -which are part of ordinary human experiences. The person who helped Bill grow in discernment was Father
Ed, the Jesuit priest with a cane who limped into the New York AA clubhouse one sleet-filled November
night in 1940.The two "fellow travelers," Father Ed Dowling and Bill Wilson, gave each other perhaps the
greatest gift friends can give: calling on each to know who he is -- before God.
The War Of The Gods In Addiction - DAVID E. SCHOEN 2020-12-15
The War of the Gods of Addiction, based on the correspondence between Bill W., one of the founders of
Alcoholics Anonymous, and Swiss psychiatrist, C.G. Jung, proposes an original, groundbreaking,
psychodynamic view of addiction. Using insights from Jungian psychology, it demonstrates why the twelve
steps of AA really work. It explores, through theoretical and clinical material, modern and ancient myths,
and fairy tales, the crucial process of neutralizing the archetypal shadow / archetypal evil, an aspect of all
true addictions. It also explains how dreams may be used in the diagnosis and treatment of addiction. This
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book bridges the longstanding gap between the mental health and twelve-step recovering communities in
ways that significantly encourage mutual understanding and benefit. Previously published by Spring
Journal.
Distilled Spirits - Don Lattin 2012-09-18
Chronicles the experiences of the author, a religion reporter, and his friendships with Aldous Huxley,
Gerald Heard, and Bill Wilson, three men who had profound effects on the religion and spirituality of the
twentieth century.
Cravings for Deliverance - Paul Schulte 2014-08-19
William James’s The Varieties of Religious Experience, first published in 1902, is considered one of the
seminal books of the twentieth century and had an important influence on the thinking of Carl Jung and the
founders of Alcoholics Anonymous. Indeed, The Varieties of Religious Experience is the only text quoted in
Alcoholics Anonymous (the “Big Book”). Yet the strong influence of James and his work on the formation of
Alcoholics Anonymous is not well known, understood, or recognized. Cravings for Deliverance is the first
book to explore the profound effect that Dr. James and his book had on AA and its founders. In addition to
weaving together brief excerpts from James’s book with the writings of Bill Wilson (who wrote most of the
Twelve Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous) to show how closely the two men’s work resonated, the book also
provides new insight, information, and perspective for those interested in James and his work, and the
many people in Twelve Step programs, including Alanon, who have found Varieties of Religious Experience
difficult to navigate.
Step Up - Michael Graubart 2017-09-05
Twelve Step programs can sometimes be intimidating. Before you walk into that meeting, you want to know
the scoop and what it’s really like to work a Twelve Step recovery program. Michael Graubart is here to tell
you. “Michael is a master wordsmith as well as an inspirational and thought-provoking storyteller for the
Twelve Step community.” —Wally P., author and originator of the Back to Basics book and meetings If
you’re ready to take the first steps in a new direction, you don’t have to walk them alone. Step up to your
best life, alongside the millions of people who have embraced Twelve Step programs as a way to gratefully
recover from their substance use, alcoholism, and addictions. In Step Up: Unpacking Steps One, Two, and
Three with Someone Who’s Been There, the first book in Hazelden Publishing’s Step In to Recovery Series,
Michael Graubart provides straightforward explanations on working a Twelve Step program, starting with
the first three Steps. Graubart honestly addresses the most common questions about the Twelve Step
fellowship. As someone who’s been where you are today, he shows you what it’s like to not only maintain
sobriety, but to find a different way of life through a Twelve Step program.
The Sober Truth - Lance Dodes 2014-03-25
An exposé of Alcoholics Anonymous, 12-step programs, and the rehab industry—and how a failed addictiontreatment model came to dominate America. AA has become so infused in our society that it is practically
synonymous with addiction recovery. Yet the evidence shows that AA has only a 5–10 percent success
rate—hardly better than no treatment at all. Despite this, doctors, employers, and judges regularly refer
addicted people to treatment programs and rehab facilities based on the 12-step model. In The Sober Truth,
acclaimed addiction specialist Dr. Lance Dodes exposes the deeply flawed science that the 12-step industry
has used to support its programs. Dr. Dodes analyzes dozens of studies to reveal a startling pattern of
errors, misjudgments, and biases. He also pores over the research to highlight the best peer-reviewed
studies available and discovers that they reach a grim consensus on the program’s overall success. But The
Sober Truth is more than a book about addiction. It is also a book about science and how and why AA and
rehab became so popular, despite the discouraging data. Dr. Dodes explores the entire story of AA’s rise,
from its origins in early fundamentalist religious and mystical beliefs to its present-day place of privilege in
politics and media. The Sober Truth includes true stories from Dr. Dodes’s thirty-five years of clinical
practice, as well as firsthand accounts submitted by addicts through an open invitation on the Psychology
Today website. These stories vividly reveal the experience of walking the steps and attending some of the
nation’s most famous rehabilitation centers. The Sober Truth builds a powerful response to the monopoly of
the 12-step program and explodes the myth that these programs offer an acceptable or universal solution to
the deeply personal problem of addiction. This book offers new and actionable information for addicts, their
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families, and medical providers, and lays out better ways to understand addiction for those seeking a more
effective and compassionate approach to this treatable problem.
Jung and Swedenborg on God and Life After Death - Leon James 2015-10-05
The work of Carl Jung (1875-1961) remains an influential presence in psychology today. The Writings of
Emanuel Swedenborg (1688-1772) are assuming greater importance in the psychological conception of the
human mind. The two together offer a rational and scientific explanation of the collective unconscious and
life after death. Jung's visions of the collective unconscious are supplemented by Swedenborg's dual
consciousness. The human mind is born immortal and continues life after death in its spiritual body. Jung's
description of the process of individuation is illustrated by Swedenborg's details about regeneration. In
both cases, human personality development starts in this life and continues in the afterlife to eternity. The
mental health of the individual in the afterlife is dependent on acquiring in this life altruistic concerns and
habits of positive thinking and interacting with others. This requires that we know and manage the psychic
forces that shape our development.
Alcoholics Anonymous - Alcoholics Anonymous World Services 1986
The basic text for Alcoholics Anonymous.
A Man's Way through the Twelve Steps - Dan Griffin 2010-02-01
A fresh interpretation of the healing process established by the Twelve Steps, with an eye toward the social,
cultural, and psychological factors that affect men--and thus their recovery from addiction. In A Man's Way
through the Twelve Steps, author Dan Griffin uses interviews with men in various stages of recovery,
excerpts from relevant Twelve Step literature, and his own experience to offer the first holistic approach to
sobriety for men. Readers work through each of the Twelve Steps, learn to reexamine negative masculine
scripts that have shaped who they are and how they approach recovery, and strengthen the positive and
affirming aspects of manhood.This groundbreaking book offers the tools needed for men to work through
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key issues with which they commonly struggle, including difficulty admitting powerlessness, finding
connection with a Higher Power, letting go of repressed anger and resentment, contending with sexual
issues, and overcoming barriers to intimacy and meaningful relationships.A Man's Way through the Twelve
Steps offers practical advice and inspiration for men to define their own sense of masculinity and thus
heighten their potential for a lifetime of sobriety.
Living the Twelve Steps : Change Ourselves and Change the World - McRae, James Duncan 2005
Credulity - Emily Ogden 2018-03-30
From the 1830s to the Civil War, Americans could be found putting each other into trances for fun and
profit in parlors, on stage, and in medical consulting rooms. They were performing mesmerism.
Surprisingly central to literature and culture of the period, mesmerism embraced a variety of phenomena,
including mind control, spirit travel, and clairvoyance. Although it had been debunked by Benjamin
Franklin in late eighteenth-century France, the practice nonetheless enjoyed a decades-long resurgence in
the United States. Emily Ogden here offers the first comprehensive account of those boom years. Credulity
tells the fascinating story of mesmerism’s spread from the plantations of the French Antilles to the textile
factory cities of 1830s New England. As it proliferated along the Eastern seaboard, this occult movement
attracted attention from Ralph Waldo Emerson’s circle and ignited the nineteenth-century equivalent of
flame wars in the major newspapers. But mesmerism was not simply the last gasp of magic in modern
times. Far from being magicians themselves, mesmerists claimed to provide the first rational means of
manipulating the credulous human tendencies that had underwritten past superstitions. Now, rather than
propping up the powers of oracles and false gods, these tendencies served modern ends such as labor
supervision, education, and mediated communication. Neither an atavistic throwback nor a radical
alternative, mesmerism was part and parcel of the modern. Credulity offers us a new way of understanding
the place of enchantment in secularizing America.
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